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took jobs, not just to réplace those ac
tive in union affairs.

~ Marcus said he had begun hir
ing replacements on Tuesday
morning at Sinai but stopped
when he got a call from the
Federal Mediation Service tell-
ing him that labor negotiations

1199E of the National Union of
Hospital and Health Care
Employees have ratified a settle-
ment with three local hospitals
that abolishes the elosed-shop at
one hospital and nullifies the im-
pact of the strike.

The National Laber Relations

ing to be a long strike. We
the union on its word.”” In
- preparation for loss of
emp , the hospital sent out
letters informing the striking
workers of their intent to hire

By Valerie Smith-Madden
AFRO Staff Writer
Historically, umions have

mvl to protect and improve the

conditions of their
members. Traditionally, the
weapons of organized labor have

(S.
been the closedshop and the y law, according to manage-

fact that for the

half months her father had done
all but call out the National
Guard to find his missing
daughter. Diane had no idea she
was the recent subject of a front
page newspaper article, a few

Fashions: Enrico Curbelo & Dorothy Lyons

Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.

_h'len't'holr Ismq“la_r.' 1.0 mg nicotine— Lights Menthol: 8 mg
tar.’ 0.6 mg nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report Mar.'84

‘‘Yea. They say my arms stink
in here. Like I'm supposed to

Continuned on page 2

Those Cabbage Patch dolis

The Cabbage PatehKid Dolls craze-has continued this holi-

day s
cherub - faced boy

ing season, with city residents raci
and girl dolls with quaint

to buy the
England

nameslikcLimbethCoralandspmtmgtheirMMﬂhcer-

tificate and adoption papers.
Coleco Industries, Inc.,

ariginated out of Cleveland
that s S |
.? o w

I's
t the country. =
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fake copies of the costly dells has not dampened the Cabbage

Patch mal_'lia.

E)_(plﬂl

Thec
originals and indicated that
rash of counterfeit replicas.

Federal investigators recently confiscated 67 suspected
forgeries early this week on Monday from an Arbutus company.
The doll$ seized in the raid were coated with a “kerosene - bas-

e the dolls during shipment.

Authorities have ye[ to determine the degree of flammabili-
ty caused by the allegedly counterfeit Cabbage Patch Kid Dolls.

Lift-equipped buses
taken out of service

By Eddie King
AFRO Staff Writer
A couple of years ago, there
were no regular routes for hft-
equipped buses for disabled com-
muters. Mass Transit Ad-
ministration’s (MTA) latest
change In service has returned to
that tradition, sparlulg'eprotests
from hundreds of ity’s
estimated over 110,000 di

riders.

New MTA procedures that
went into effect December 1 re-
quire disabled riders to call for an
MTA lift-equipped bus, 24 hours

 Baltimoreans

a bus to come pick us up,” said
Hilda Mearkle, a disabled ac-
tivist. “What's more, S0 many
things can change within 24
hours. To reguire us to call in ad-
vance like that s an

inconvenience,

Bearl Reuter, president of
inst Disability
( ), said her
group would allow the procedure

to continue for awhile.
‘““That is so (MTA) can use the
money they save to-buy new lift-
equipped buses so  they can
return the buses to the streets on
regular route runs and be able to

David .&real M outside of the Baltimore Uity Jail before gdilg
in to visit his daughter Diane.

Board has begun to invatgate
complaints filed by some 20 Sina

hospital workers who claimed

they lost their
strike because
in the union.

A total of sixty people claimed

to have lost their jobs at Sinai due
to the strike.

during the
were active

ap
Balli_more

asked for our assistance.’

Clark said that he met with
Leonard Marcus, vice president

of human resources at Sinai

Hospital on Thursday morning (o

discuss their plight.

Ina call which The Alfro

aced to Sinai, Marcus said that
those employees who lost their
jobs at Sinai were not arbitrarily
replaced. Of the 480 Sinai
employees, at least 20 percent of
them did not go on strike.

Said Marcus, “On December 7,
we were hearing that this was go-

ment. it is allowed to hire perma-

nent replacements for striking
em

but the hirings must be to fill

P

ployees based on job needs,

would continue despite receiving

a report that the
down the night before.

had broken

Continued on page 2

ROVIDENT _CONTROVERSY:

PJ. asks 45-day
cooling out period

By Tea Montier
AFRO Staff Writer
Congressman Parren J. Mit-
chell has called on the bozlcolti
ysicians at Provident Hospita
their actions for a 45-day
in ordér to give members
of the tlve lack Caucus
a chance to deal with the institu-
tion’s rising debts.
Mitchell says that the caucus
has requested that a health con-
sultant. James Buford and John

Cable-TV for the city may
be decided next week

Ry Racime S, “m
AFRO Staff Writer, _
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ou get. the impression he
ieves its only a matter of time
before the council grants its ap-
proval of Bill 575 and that this
week's round of public Bearings
to discuss the cable television
award was just a required

formality.

So confident is Burns, the
presiding figure on the council’s

ittee of the Whole—the
19-member committee hostin
the Tuesday, Wednesday a
Thursday hearings this week—
that he haughtily admits that
there arecu enough voles
circulating among the group to
propel Baltimore a step eloser (0
the Cable TV business.

Ten signatures are needed to
send the long-awaited cable bill
back to the floor of the council
with a favorable report.

*If everybody lives up to their
word 1'd say there are 12-13 peo-
ple in favor. We have five oul of
the seven blacks who are ready
to vote for it and six to seven
whites,”' Burns indicated late in
the day on Wednesday.

He says most of the council has
already decided to award the
cable franchise to United Cable of
Denver, the sole bidders for the
$80 million system.

As is his style during most of-

ficial procm though he
may occassi play the role
of the hard ting attorney,
Burns has awiag roim Cross-

examiping United officials, who
have assembled before the com-

OCouncilwoman

| n and others, but only to a

.

“] don't like
about the
again,.] want
solutions.  rema
served on the city negotiating
team. ‘| was on it...] know what's
init.”

He concedes that if the council
were to vote on tbe bill now his
hand would point upward
lowards the ceiling of the council

"'cham ber .

“1'd vote for it. 1 would have

.‘ sted for it anyway when I came
' out of the negotiations,” he said.

while the votes to bring Bill 575

;wt of committee appear to be

. there, the 15 votes needed 1o
. pend the rules on Monday nigh

{0 SUS-

t
in.order to move it on (o Third
eader and a final council vote

mayv not be available.
'l%ne bill would then carry over

Odell Brock dead

Prominent nightclub owner
and local business n'%r: Odell
Brock Jr.. 39, died Thursday
afternoon after a lengthy illness.
Brock. until tecently, owned the
expansive easl North Ave.
nightspot that bore his pame and
was a prominent land mark in

Baltimore.
In addition to owning the club

to Thursda

\egm&:“"_

side’ voting a
Three ive black council
tatives (McLean, Kweisi

chise agreement.

Issues raised include, United’s
am y with regard to fair,
mirm;‘ yi employment, :he sttreu"cl-
ture s ;mmalona S :
the franchise's accwsibiﬁty to
the public and certain specified
higher learning institutions such
as Morgan State and Towson
State. how the up to $2 million in
annual franchise revenue fees
will be disbursed by the city.
sliding fee scales on ipstallation

Continued on Page 7

Green, executive vice president
of the Washington Health Care

.. be called in as mediators
of the dispute.

The caucus members, who are
trying to get the state 0 forgive
a $6 million debt Provident ac-
cumulated several years ago, say
they have told Gov. Harr)
Hughes recently that they would
fight any attempt by the stale o
merge ident with another
hoseﬁtal. They said they would
also fight any attempts to close
the 90-year old black controlled
institution.

Provident Hospital s occupan-
cy rate has dropped below the 50
percent mark since the approx-
imately 44 doctors with stall

vileges at the facility began
refusing to admit non-emergency
patients last month.

unmeved by Mitchell's pt a. 1
don’t understand why CoNi-
gressman would go Lo the doctors
when the board controis the
hospital. It bothers me when you
have a body of people in charge
of the hospital and you only singlc
out the people with the
grievances.

Dr. Brown says he has receiv-
ed no correspondence from the
congressman despite Mitchell s
claim to the contrary.

“What good would a 45-da)
wait do accepl break the strength
of the action,”’ quipped the
medical staff presiaent.

Asked if the rehiring of Howard
Jessamy would be enough to call
off what he refers to as an ""action
of conscience,”” Dr. Brown
replied, ‘It would be enough lor
me to think about personally. I'd
have to go back to the staff. I'm
sure they would want 1o Know
what other things would be

done.’

at 39,

His body will be on view al
Phillips Funeral Home 1721-27 \
Monroe St. starting at 12 noon on
Saturday. The wake will be held
at Bethel AME Church, Druid
Hill Ave. and Lanvale St. at 11:50
Monday morning with the funeral
following immediately at the
church at. 12 noon. Burial will he
in Woodlawn Cemelary.

in advance, to come along a route
closest to their location. ‘
All 99 of the company’s lift-
equipped buses have been re-
ed from regular route runs
and are used only when

uested. |
iders say the new y IS un-
fair and inconvenient.
“We do not want to forever call

Brock is survived by his wilc.
Jacquiline Brock, three children
Patrice. Monica and Erin Brock.
his parents Mr. and Mrs. Odell
Brock Sr.. four brothers, Don.
Ralph, Eric and Maurice Brock
and three sisters, Mrs. Joan
Jackson. Mrs. Rebecca Thomp
son and Mrs. Joyvee Roberts

expand the amount of service is name a Id
" Mrs. Reuter said they could on-
ly accept the policy as
temporary and not means
as a final solution to ing the
disabled transportation issue.
“We believe we're serving

Continued on Page' 7

Melvin charged with handling 4 kdlos

hearing before Federal
Magistrate Daniel E. Klein Jr.,
sitting in Baltimore, the following
alleged facts were revealed:

(. Walter Robinson, 34, a
time Baitimore acquaintance
Little Melvin, has turned govern-
ment witness and is new hidden
away in Federal protective
custody.

2. Ms. Estelle Datcher, 34, who
is alleged to have been on the
scene in Norfolk, VA when
$100,000 worth of cocaine was be-
ing purchased ‘for Melvin," is
suffering incurable cancer. With
the expectancy of only a year to

mittee this week to answer ques-
tions r to a 20-year con-
tract negotiated between corpor-
tation mﬁe ntatives and a
special cable task force. ,
Burns has left the probing and  which was on Liberty Rd.

' to the 18 other people  Ritz which was located on Light
seated on the committee, choos- St
ing to serve as a kind of referee, * Brock grew up in Catonsville

Odell Brock Jr.

and attended Catonsville Sr. High
School ‘and Morgan OSlale
University.

of quality coke

¢ 1
' Pedéral Magistrate Klein on Dec.  Alexandria. VA on Dec. 3. At the
bail hearing in Baltimore belore

10.. .
Three of Baltimore's “most  Magistrate Klein, the following i~
‘powerful’’  atlorneys are thal which the ﬁovermm-nt
y

thes three defen-  alleges, is essentia this:
danis’

 Li ard Cardin alter Robinson, Known s
Cardin. is brother of s

"Howard “the source,” a longlime ac

ker of quaintence of Little Melvin, gol
the Mﬂland House of
Del. jamin Cardin.

tes  out of jail in 1983 and went 10 visil
Attorney Nelson R. Kandel

l.illi:’%Melvin. »

inson is quoted as ‘telling

persons who turn _gt;‘vgre:menl represenits Hawkins and Attorney Little Melvin ll?al he could get :

witness will meet Wi | Witiam H. (Billy) Murphy Jr. better quality of cocaine al a b
All such as the above testimony.  re ts Ms. Datcher. ter price than Little Melvin usc

was brought out in court by Det. o federal nine - count indict-  to pay for it. Robinson is quoted

Gary Childs of the Baltimore Ci-.  ment involving Little Melvin was

' Division before  liled betore the Federal Court in

live, she was released on her own
recognizance.

3. Little Melvin, known also as
“Slim’’ and “Black’’ (because his
assoriates and he all wear black

clothln) is alleged to have

d the $lw,(§lgﬂ purchase of

the four ms or nine '
of "ﬁod uality’’ cocaine.

4. Little n and Alan Moore

Hawkins, 32, are both held

without bail by the Federal mar-
shal's office and are destined to

be trandported to a secrel
Federal prison in Virginia this
weekend. They will have 10 re-
maiy incarcerated for at leastiv  ty Narcotics

The plot of the $million cocaine
an the Federal government
claims Little Melvin Wilhams is
involved in continues to thicken.
Should the web be tiﬁ enough
and the longtime Itimore
Avenue figure be found guiity, he
could face 34 years iIn al
B:isou At :ﬁg 42 now, he would

age 76 n released.

Little Melvin was arrested Dec.
5 in Baltimore by Federal and
state law enforcement agents
from Maryland and Virginia on
conspiracy to violate narcotics
laws.

At the Monday. Deg. 10 bail

days until the trial comes in Alex-
andria. Va. Arraignment is Mon-
day. Dec. 17.

5 Melvin and Hawkins have
heen labled ‘‘dangerous’ since
according to testimony
Magistrate Klein, the code of the
ring operated by Little Melvin
(who is known as ‘‘The Boss )
declares that informants and/or

as saying that he could get the il
Contimaed on Page
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