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By GREG CLAY
Review Staff Writer

If Alcorn State is the real “SWAC-

" buster,” then Braves defensive back

Issiac ‘‘General ke’ Holt must be the
real Rice-buster.

Jerry Rice, Mississippi Valley’s all-
America wide receiver who is said to be
s0 good that he can catch a BB in the
dark, had two shadows Nov. 4 - his
and Holt’s — in a matchup that dazzled
the anxious eyes of 63,808 fans in a
jam-packed Mississippi Memorial Col-
iscum, the second-largest crowd to at-
tend a sporting event in Mississippi

How close were their shadows?

‘““We kept bumping into each
other,”” said Rice, the 6-foot-3,
205-pound fireball, who'’s better
known as ‘““World,"’ after his team lost
42-28 in a slugfest billed as ‘‘the game
of the week, game of the month, game
of the year, game of the decade and
game of the century’’ by the public ad-
dress announcer.
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As it turned out, Holt and the rest of

the Braves’ Tomahawk defense got the
best of the bumping. Holt had the
whole “World” in his hands, limiting
Rice to eight catches for 134 yards and
a 35-yard score. Those statistics would
be excellent for most receivers, but on-
ly average for Rice, who entered the

game averaging 12 catches, 197.3 yards
and three touchdowns per contest.

And Valley began the game leading
the country with a 64.1 points-per-

game average, tops on any collegiate

v level,
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Alcorn State’s defense, ranked se-
cond in the NCAA Division 1-AA
behind Tennessee State, threw up a
brick wall against the Delta Devils
when it counted most. (‘‘Defense wins
championships,’’ the Braves chanted in
the locker room after the game.) Holt,
who was ‘“‘thinking six,”’ turned out
thcli;huonValleywhmhebeukice

Valley trailed 28-7 at the half but came
back to tie the score at 28 early in the
fourth quarter.

“We are the real SWAC-busters,”
said a jubilant Marino ‘‘Godfather’
Casem, Alcorn State’s head coach,
alluding to Valley Coach Archie

Gunslinger®’ Cooley’s pregame state-
ment to the local media that the contest
would be ‘““‘the SWAC-buster.”

Holt isn’t expected to be a bust in
next year’s NFL draft. ‘‘He has speed,
quickness and closes in on the ball,”

said Gil Brandt, director of player per-

The day’s theme song: ‘Me an‘dﬁ my shadow’

The cocchos_

Above, MVSU Head Coach Archie
Cooley directed and devised as on-
ly he can - but Alcorn State out-
pointed his scoring machine in the
end (photo by James Terry). Below,
left, Alcorn’s Marino Casem shares
a victory hug with one of his
players (photo by Mark Gail).

sonnel for the Dallas Cowboys. “I'm
not sure if he’s a first-round draft
choice, but he stands pretty close to be-
ing one. He’s coming on, as they say.”

“1 think his (Holt’s) stock went
through the ceiling after the way he
played in this game,” said former
Alcorn State defensive back Roynell
Young, who now plays for the NFL’s
Philadelphia Eagles but is injured this
scason. Young was a first-round draft
choice by the Eagles.

Meanwhile, Rice, who dazzled the

quarter, is expected to be one of the
first receivers taken in next year’s
draft. “‘I watch Jerry Rice on the films
three or four times a week,” says
Jackson State’s 6-5, 210-pound wide
receiver Chris Burkett, who caught two
touchdown passes in Jackson State’s
47-0 rout of Texas Southern on the eve
of The Big Game. Burkett, a senior, is

considered to be an early-round draft

Alcomn quarterback Richard -Myles didn't have rival Totten’s press
clippings, but he did direct a Brave offense that racked up a whopping

choice in his own right.

“He’s good at coming off the ball.
That was my problem. But now I'm
picking it up better,’”’ added an admir-
ing Burkett.

‘He has done everything that would
dictate him being a first-round draft
choice,’’ said the Cowboys’ Brandt of
senior Rice, who reminds many
observers of Lynn Swann in the way he
comes back for the ball. ‘““He didn’t
run a 4.4 (40-yard dash) when we timed
him, but he ran pretty darn fast. He
ran a 4.51 or 4.52 or something like
that. The only difference between that
and a 4.4 is-a blink of the eyelash.”’

One blink and he'’s gone.

However, Rice couldn’t pick up the
big gainer (his longest reception was
the 35-yard scoring play) ~ the 60- or
70-yard electrifying flash of brilliance
that he’s noted for. ““I think about
50,000 people were expecting that (Rice
on a long scoring recepmm).” said
Holt.

Amon;thouexpectm;nuutnmc
were the national media, udh.

Sports [Hlustrated, ABC-TV's Jack
Whitaker and, in Itta Bena before the
game, CBS’ Pat O’Brien. And there
was a who's who of formes SWAC
players, including former Grambling
quarterback Doug Willhams, now in
the USFL, and Mel Blount, an ex-
defensive back for Southern who was

an All-Pro with the Pittsburgh Steelers

during their glory years.

Blount is now the NFL director of
player relations.

Blount, the bearded and bald 6-3,
210-pounder who still looks like he
could knock your block off, is one of
an elite few whom Holt idolizes. *‘I like
all the great defensive backs,”” said
Holt. Others include Mike Haynes and
Lester Hayes of the L.A. Raiders,
Ronnie Lott of the San Francisco 49ers

and the Eagles’ Young.

‘““He (Young) was on the sidelines,”’
said Holt, who started playing organiz-
ed football at age 9. ‘“He helped me
out a lot.”

Valley’s no-huddle, sometimes no-
running-back offense with as many as

four, five or six wide receivers uniquely
forming patterns and diagrams usually
seen in high school geometry classes,
needed help in a first half in which Rice
caught four passes for 75 yards and no
touchdowns. The Delta Devils entered
the game averaging 18 points in the
first quarter. However, that wasn’t the
case on this Sunday.

The most critical play for the Delta
Devils in the first half may have been a
fourth-and-six play at the Alcorn State
20-yard line. Valley quarterback Willie
Totten dropped back to pass and spot-
ted Rice in the right flat. But Holt
dashed in front of the star receiver to
bat the ball away with 14:40 left in the
second quarter. As a result, Alcorn
maintained its 13-7 lead, and the Delta
Devils missed out on a chance to ;rab
the lead.

“I'd cover Rice just like he’s (Holt’s)
doing,’’ said the tough-as-nails Blount
during the game. ‘“He’s jamming him
at the line of scrimmage. That’s the
way to do it."”’

‘““‘Nobody scares me, period,”” said

42 points against Valley (photo by Mark Gail).

Holt, who has played against some of
the best wide receivers in the SWAC,
including the USFL’'s Trumaine
Johnson, formerly of Grambling.
“The Lord didn’t give them more
athletic ability than me.

“Rice is one of the best. I respect
him, but some (other defensive backs)
respect him too much. They're scared
to hit him (at the line of scrimmage)."’

“Holt against Rice is like James Lof-

ton (the Green Bay Packers’ All-Pro
wide receiver) against Mike Haynes
(the Raiders’ All-Pro
cornerback),’’said Brandt of the mat-
chup that many observers thought
would determine the game’s outcome,

Lofton didn’t catch a pass when the

Raiders and Packers played earlier this .

scason. The Packers’ other All-Pro
wide receiver, John Jefferson, caught
three passes for only 19 yards in that
game.

Holt is the Braves’ all-time career in-
terception leader with 24. He broke
Leslie Frazier's record of 21 earlier this
SCason. aner now plays for the
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