Much Ado About Norfolk

this season, my assistant coaches did
all anyone could ask.

“When | became head coach at
Union, | was entering a situation I was
familiar with,’’ says Bailey, who served
seven years at VUU under Tom Harris.
‘“At Norfolk, it was like surtin; all
over again.”’

Inheriting a team with 17 starters
returning from last year’s 5-5 cam-
paign, Bailey has wasted no time in br-
inging the Spartans’ program to the
high standards he established at Union.

At press time, Bailey’s Spartans were
8-1, nationally-ranked in Division 1l
and drawing an average of more than
20,000 fans at Foreman Field. For the
Oct. 27 Homecoming contest against
Howard, a turnaway mob estimated at
27,500 showed up to witness another
victory.

Of course, for years, Norfolk State
has ranked among the top two in the
nation in attendance in Division II.

The only difference now is that those
folks have plenty to cheer. for.

“Hopefully, ouf attendance will
help us get some of those playoff
games at home,”’ says Bailey. “It
would be nice to have the crowd cheer-
ing for our side, for a change.”’

Because of bewildering poor atten-
dance in Richmond, Union was forced
to play four of its five playoff games
on the road. Each time the Panthers
were defeated.

Under the Division 11 playoff for-
mat, schools wnh impressive turnstile
counts are rewarded with home games
in the first two rounds of the playoffs.
Only the championship game is at a
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While Its dofonse remains steady, Union's offense has sputtered (photo

by Joe Daniels).
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Bailey: Working his magic at his alma mater with basically the same talent Norfolk had during a mediocre '83

season (photo by Joe Daniels.)

neutral site.

If it continues its winning ways, Nor-
folk would have an excellent chance of
hosting first- and second-round games
before rabid, pro-Spartan audiences.

That would make the CIAA’s first-
ever national football title in Division
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11 a very real probability. .

But all this is happening so soon.
Last year the Spartans were a struggl-
ing 5-5 baliclub that lost four of its last
six games (including setbacks to arch
rivals Union, Virginia State and
Hampton) under Coach Dick Price.

Now, with virtually the same cast,
the Norfolk fans are talking not only
CIAA, but national championship.

Can any one man have made that
huge a difference?

- “The players respect Coach Bailey.

Meanwhile, at Va. Union
the party may be over

FREEMAN PLEASANTS
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Turn out the lights. The party’s
over. |

For the first time in six years,
there will be no post-season foot-

“ball 10 toast at Virginia Union

When VUU lost, 6-0, to Nor-
folk State on Qct. 20,.it was like.
two ships passing in the night ..
one era (Union’s) fading, lnotha
(Norfolk’s) on the rise.

““Right now, we're just trying
to salvage a winning season,”
said first-year Coach Joe Taylor.

A “‘winning season’’ is small
consolation for a program that
won three straight CIAA titles
and made five straight trips to the
NCAA Division 11 playoffs
before Coach Willard Bailey left
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Richmond last winter to revitalize
Norfolk State.

Under Taylor, a former Bailey
assistant at VUU, the Panthers
were a top-heavy favorite to de-
fend theirCI1AA title this season.
With about half of last year’s
starters returning from a 10-2
club,’ Union looked like a sure
winner, evén minus the Bailey in-
fluence.

But it wasn’t to be, despite the
CIAA preseason rankings.

Following a season-opening,
52-0 rout of J.C. Smith, the Pan-
thers had to rally to tie Fayet-
teville State, 22-22, in Fayet-
teville. Then came a 12-7 loss to
Hampton Institute, at home. It
was one of only a handful of
losses at Hovey Field in the last

Please See Page 16
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BLACK COLLEGE SDOLTS REVIEW

r who's-hooked on blue and gold

Hooker ag_alnsf Elmh CIty' Glad he made the choice to ‘attend A&T (photo by Joe Daniels).

By SAM DAVIS B

Alan Hooker may, hmmi
eyes, have assured himself mention in
“Rlpleysﬂd:ewlt&ﬂut’ when he

""" computer . science major, 50 that
climinated the Deacons. East Carolina

was to0 far from his hometown of
- Liberty, NC..!OI’.WﬂmI

classroom, m *
academically to hold his own at any

" school in the state. So, how come
A&T?

nou;huthenmentlooteduifthe
6—2 l!S-pmmd l-hoku lmsht

made a spur-of-the-moment decision,
he says he gave A&T a good look from
the start and his de&hn m well

thought-out.

“l made a decision tb attend a
school where I would get a good educa-
tion and also make a contribution to

the football team.™ says_Hooker. “1
*mloWuke

Forest, East Carolind, N.C. State and
‘A&T. I chose AKT because |1 wanted to

myo-thel

- ‘became a part of.”
i, The coaches at N.C. mw
.thdaof.

other than his.chosen mejor of com-

“puter science “if he signed with ‘the

Wolfpack. Wake Forest didn’t have a

ﬂunth.t.-*

- well from the start. After talking with

him a few times, I felt like 1 had known
him all of my life.”

That differed dramatically from the
way other coaches lp'prou:hed

Hooker .

can' 30 after more top players,’’ Forte
continues. ‘““Wé can say to these kids,

. 'if ART 8 good enough for Alan

Hooker, why isnp’t it good enough for
m?' "
Since * nrivilu on campus in

Mo Hooker says he’s had to

make & lot of adjustments to college
football, Yet, he remains confident

:“I made a decision to attend a schoal whac' I would get a good

' education and also make a mnmburm to the football team.”’

"wu thewayMT Hud

Mo Forte and his assistants dealt with

Hooker on their visits with him.
“Coach Forte related with me as a

person,”’ Hooku says. ‘““We hit it off

- Alan Hooker

“Collep football is much more
mental than high school,’’ he says. ““In
high school, the big guys and the fast
guys could dominate. In college,
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