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The Garrison Lounge: Still
thriving in the 80's

By Bonnle Matthews Butler

After pufting in over eight
hours of hard work, | yearn for
some soothing music, a glass of
wine, interesting conversation
and courfeows service. | don't
want to go home yet so on days
like these, | head for the Gar-
rison Lounge on Gorrison Blvd.

Located in the Walbrook area

of Northwest Balfimore, The Gar-
rison Lounge was established in
1958 by Milton and Morris Rubin.

During those early years, the
“Junction” was thriving. The
restourant wos open and the
place was crowded. On any Sun-
day, you could stop by the Gar-
rison for dinner and see whole
families eating out. On any day

during the lench hours, yow
could see busimessmen discus-
sing their latest deol over o crab
caoke, salod, or steok.
“Integration heurt the most,”
says Persis Betler, the manager
of the Gorrison since 1961.
“When blacks could ge other
places to eat they dida't come to
the Garrison any more.” The
restaurant closed for good three

years 0go.
The Lounge hos steyed open
and coninuves-te prosper. One of

the reasons for its success is the
service you receive when you go
there.- “One of the things Milton

Rubin instilled in me.” says Mrs.
Butler, “is thot everything should

be the best. You must be con-
geniol and you must be able to

hondle people.” This ospect of
the Gorrison remains the some

as it did when it first opened its
doors. Thet same spirit is evident

and the length of service the
employees have is impressive.
Persis Butler hos worked there

for 23 yeors. Mory Brown oné

Margaret Mitchell, night
meonagers, hove both been there

over 20 yeors. Some, like Sondvo
Crosby, Mary Willioms, and Lor-
raine Pulliom, worked in the kif-
chen and were so efficient they

were osked to stay.
Anderson has been there five

years and Louise Briggs is back

‘having worked there before. All

of these hardworking people
understand what it takes to make
people want to come back time
and time ogain. And they do. |

am told very prowudly by Mws.
Butler, "This is ohe of the best

pouring spots in town.” She's
right.

Another unique happerning ot
the Garrison is the happy hour
(4-7 p.m.) and the late night hour
(11 a.m. to 2 a.m.) where the
drinks are two for the price of

i it is food you wane, thelr kit-
chen is still opﬂd.‘. frout
or kosher hot dogs (10 nowe o
few) are served.

The people who frequent the
place ore frievdly. | could alwoys
emgoge in conversafion with
topics from "Mow to fix a
battwoom sink” fo the “lotest
wine from California” or “when
its best to plamt grass seeds” to
“the latest fune by Miles Davis.”

Regardless of your mood, the
Garrison Lounge is definitely one
place that will cure whatever ails

you.
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EVELYN "MMPM“I o eeC
""So Romantic”

It's a sure bet thot Ewvelyn
“Champagne” King's latest album
on RCA, "So Romantic,” will be
bubbling over the airwaves for a
good long time. This lotest effort
s a must for fans of the talented
singer whose first two LPs both
went gold.

“Smooth Tolk.,” in 1977, was
Evelyn's album debut, followed
by 1979's “Music Box.”
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And now, 1 will procred fo
name my favorite Evelyn “Chom-
pagne’’ King spongs of the past
seven yeon. M:‘f‘,ﬂl n
Llove.” and "1.*; Come Dowr:.”

With six dibums wnder her bel:
one would expect another quali-
ty product from Evelyn, ond
have it. e R

Some of Evelyn's hest m
to date is heord in the jpmping
opening cut, “Show Me (Don¥

*

Tell Me).” and the fudky “Heort-
breaker’: both of these rockers

" Ewmbyn ";Cblnm" King

seem 10 hove been written just
for her special voice.

The mellow “Till Midnight”
should eppeal 1o 0 wide variety
of tastes, and is one of the

lumbia, he recorded the deut '&-
plotinum single "Disco Lady."
On his lotest album, thot of
R&B flavor of his earlier Stax hits
is definitely there. But one geils
the impression from listening fo
this album that Johnnie just
wonted to do o solid set of
solidly-written soul songs, eoch
done with a comfortable, blues-
ond jozz-flovored siyle of in-
strumentotion sweetened up
with some sirings, devoid of syn-
thesizers ond electronic gim-

. micks: no opporent gMempt s

made here to get a pumber one
single on the chorts.

Johnnie daes o pretly good job
on all of these sengs—some ore

hot, some are cool. “Cheaper To

Keep Her” hoving been one of my
old fovorites, | listened more

closely 1o "After Howrs Joint on
this new album; it has o sort of
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George Jackson wrote the
album’s hing! cut, colled “Thot's
America.” Now check out wha!
Johnmie says in e lyric: “A it
tle rock . o little roll, o litlle |02z
and a whole lot of Johnnie Taylor
sovl, thot's Americo 1o me.

MHow about that, friends? He
just described his new album

perfectly for me. Thanks,
johnnie.

Other cis: This Is Your
Night,” “L.O.V.E.."” "Drown In My
Own Tears,” "Good With My

Hips.

Coming up in o future article.
we'll ftind out how onothe:

vocolist nomed Taylor, whos~
first nome also begins with "}

album’s most listenable culs.
More than just @ disco singer,
more than just @ pop singer, this
is the genuine Evelyn "Chom-
pogne’ King, as good 05 ever,

and accep! no imitotions.

Other cuts: "“Just For Jhe
Night,” “Give Me One Reason,”
“"Out Of Control,” "Talking In My
Sleep.” I'm So Romantic,” “So In
Love.”

“Gospel At
Colonus™ at

Arena Stage

Lee Breuver and Bob Telson's
Jos stunning musical “The Gospel at
Colonus” will be presented at
Arena Stage November 23
through December 30 in the
Arena. :
Unique in dramatic history,

“The Gospel at Colonus” blends

Grammy Awerd Winner
. Sophocles’ great Oedipus . .
tragedy with the inspirational, o bell for you music fons is John-

music of the black American S PR - f Lo J nie Taylor. He hos miohodh
church. Arena Stbg. and the e . N 4 .t 5 W e _: ' . F | Malaco Record fomily, and his
Br ooklyn Acad’omy of Music, in S } f A Y ; X s & : . ot ' &

association with Liza Lerwin, are B é i

presenting the show with original &
cos? members from the tremen- S

THE N
' GARRISON LOUNGE
ALL NEW 3403 Clifton Ave.

SUGAR Kﬁ:}?z -
HILL
TAVERN

HAMBURGER- all beef
2361 Druld HHI Ave.

Jumbo, over 5 o2, size | ke
728-1750

STEAK SANDWICH
Choice grade beef
Visit Our SUGAR
HILL BAR-LOUNGE

HAPPY
HOUR

SANDWICH
Mon. Thru Wed.

GREAT WINGS
AND THINGS
From 5 p.m. to'8 p.m.
All Drinks

Done 19 por!m
and Wine

30¢ OFF

Rench Fries 30¢,
All Beer

90¢

tunday Break bust

Served
LUNCH DAILY
Crob Cokes

Hamburgers Bring your family and tell your
gl frlondy:' Spread the word that

. only ot Shuke & Skate,
Hot Dogs Meryland's #1 rolfer rink you
Solads

can teach your children and
A —————————— e

thers the gospel while enjoy-
SUGAR HILL o o

ing an evening of roller
HOME OF THE FAMOUS

skating fun.
* m——
"SUGAR HILL SPECIAL—BRING THIS
BURGER"

AD FOR $1° OFF ADM. |
OFFER EXPIRES DEC. 31, 1984

Civic Interest Group, Inc.
presentis

in Concert

ONE SHOW ONLY
The Exciting

""Feel For You"”

CHAKA KHAN

Phoenix Entertainment
Presants

THE MAN & HIS HORN
1st. Balto. Appearance $ince 1970

JOHNMIE TAYLOR
"This §s Your Night"

Andther name that should ring

Welcome To
Gospel Skate
’“ | . S P 1 N UL
THE WINTER Lerraine Pulliom and Mary J. Wiflams are fwo of the barmaids

of the Garrison Lounge.

the last days of Oedipes, the
Greek king who unknowingly

killed his father and married his
mother, then gouged out his eyes
to oatone for his crimes,

Sophocles’ classic story is
iransformed and played as if in

the hands of a black Pentecostal
preacher. As the preacher
debivers his sermon, taking for
his text the “Book of Oedipus,”
the congsegotion begins to ocf
out the story, reshaping it
through Telson's powerful music
into an episode of transcendent
joy and catharsis.

For more information, coll the
Areno Stoge Box Office ot (202)
488-3300.
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ONE SHOW ONLY

SU’I.. DEC. 2 * 7:00 P.M.

Towson Center

AT TOWSON STATE UNIVERSITY

Ticketa.on Sale at: Fabulous Fingers, All Music Libae: 3ted
Stores. All Ticketron Outlets,

For Information Call: 301-523- 4777

"WED., DEC. 5 * 7:00 P.M.
Joseph Meyerhoff Hall
Tickets 16%, 18%, 19%

On Sale: Modern Music, Mondewmin, Fabulous w
cw &

Upper Level Mondawmin, Joseph Meyerhoff Box
AJl Other Ticket Locetions

first adbum for the lgbel is “This
Is Yor Night." y

It's been o0 while since ﬂv lost
major hit for the singer born in

~ West Memphis, Arkansos.

Toplor's first R&B recordings
weredor Som Cooke's SAR label.
Tayler signed with Stax after SAR
folded, and recorded such hits as
“Whe's Making Love,” "Cheaper
To Keep Her,” and “1 Believe in
You (You Believe in Me).” On Co-




