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Madge Sinclair: one classy lady

By Mike Easterling

Since this column has been go-
ing on | have been faking shots

at the television networks and
the things they do and don't do
regarding Blacks in the medium
of television. |

‘| am now taking the time to
point out a show that has done

some real things in this regard as
well. | am referring to Trapper
John, MD. Probably the best
female portrayal by a Black au-
dience is the role of Nurse
Ernestine (Ernie) Shoop on Trap-
per John.

A gifted actress with roofts in
the West Indies (traces of it are
noticeable in her voice when she

plays a scene for emotion),
Madge Sinclair stands above all

other black actresses on the tube
at this time. Why? Well, the lady
is a lady. She looks great (and |
am sure that she's well over for-

ty). She is strong without being
a bitter woman and she typifies

the plight of many strong and
beautiful professional woman of
all races today. She is making it
on her own.

Ms. Sinclair plays her just
right. She is a consummate pro-

fessional. Her life (like so many
of vus) is centered at the
workplace. She is no nonsense,
but she has a good heart. She is
a single woman who, like many
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single women today, likes to give
the impression that a strong rela-
tionship with a great man isn't
important. yet she tries. She's not

superwoman even though she'd
like to be.

Madge first caught my atten-
tion in Roots. She was Kunta
Kinte's wife. Remember the
scene of her chasing along
behind the wagon after Kizzie.
Gosh, that seems like a long time
ago. Even in this obviously Black

role she maintained a dignity and
respect tha mokes her portrayal
of Nurse Shoop one of The best
on the Trapper John, MD series.
| don't know if she has the per-
sonality to build a series around,
but she is a good strong televi-
sion actress and a pleasure fo
watch every Sunday night.

Hey people, here is just
something else to respond to
next time you are watching the
set. Guess who is singing theme
songs now? Us. Johnny Mathis
aond the great Deniece Williams
team up for the theme from
Family Ties on NBC, and Dionne
Warwick ond Luther Van Dross
do a fine job on the theme from
Finder of Lost Loves on ABC.

The lote Donny Hathaway
started it all for us when he did

the theme for Maude back in the
seventies. After which he sang
the theme from Good Times,
(which he penned also) with
Janet Du Bois. The latter went on
to write the Theme from the Jef-
fersons which is still running on
CBS. But the breakthrough by
Mathis, Warwick, et al on non-
black shows is the greatest. |
look for more opportunities for
other artists in the future.
Wouldn't Al Jarreau be good, or
Angie Bofill, how about Peabo
Bryson? They would all do a
credible job.
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Success is the best revenge

for Tim Reid

By Gillian George

Even though we might not like
to admit it, most of us have enter
tained revenge fantasies from
time to time. Just give us the
chance we think, and won't so-
and-so feel sorry for what they
did. “Simon & Simon” star Tim
Reid, who plays Lt. Marcellous
“Downtown” Brown on the CBS
show, is no exception. Yet the
funny thing that, when he was
actually handed the right mo-
ment to “get even,” he did just
the opposite. “| smiled, shook the
man's hand and said, in a sinceri-
ty, “Thanks a lot. If it hadn't been

for you, | might not be sitting
here today',” Reid recalls.

Where the 39-year-old was sit-
ting ot the time was in a makeup
chair in the studio where “Simon
& Simon” is filmed. It was the
actor's first day on the job, and
who should he see approaching
him with a makeup brush, but the
man who had fired him and his

comedy partner Tom Dreesen, 10
years earlier.

“We were playing the Llos
Angeles Playboy Club,” says Reid
who along with his partner,
formed one of the first interracial
comedy teams. “Tom and | were

trying so hard that we choked.

The reviews were so merciless.
that the manager fired us the

next day and had us throw off the
entire Playboy circuit.”

And though Reid “stayed alive
as Della Reese’s opening act for
a couple of years,” being fired

' Yim Reid

left him hopping mad. “So | drop-
ped my comedy act and enrolled

in acting classes for three years,”

odds Reid. During this time, Reid
made comeo appearances on

several TV shows before landing
the role of ultra-cool DJ Venus

Flytrap on “WKRP in Cincinatti”

When the CBS sitcom went off the

air in 1982, more stardom was
predicted for Reid. A 13-week

stint on thé ill-foted series
“Teacher's Only” come along

instead.

Now, with his role on “Simon
& Simon.,” Reid has learned the

greatest lesson of all: Revenge

need not be sweet. "Downtown
is the only police lieutenant on

TV who doesn’t hate private

eyes,” says Reid, “ond be has o

genuvine sense of humor. l've

made him me.”
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TV program guide for Baltimore/Washington
Friday, November 16, 1984 to Thursday, November 22, 1984
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TIC TAC DOUGH (MON-WED, FRD
MOVIE (THU)
DONAHUE (MON-

WED, FRD
88 ALL-AMERICAN
DAY PARADE (TWU) .
(MON-WED
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—9:30—
(HBO) TALKING SEX... WITH YOUR KIDS
A panel of experts answers questions
concerning talking with children about
sensitive sexual topics.

(HBO) DAVID BOWIE: SERIOUS MOON-
LIGHT TOUR This concert taped in Van-
couver features music from the album’

“Let's Dance.”

(HBO) NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ‘‘Mon-
keys, Apes And Man'’ Scientists search-
ing for clues to human behavior study
the various activities of other primates.

— 4:00—
(7) ABC AFTERSCHOOL “Mom's On
Strike’’ Based on the true story of a har-
ried working mother (Mary Kay Place)
who goes on strike against her family
and pitches a tent.on her front lawn. (J

DAYTIME CHILDREN'S SHOWS
—2:00—

—4:00—

(7) ABC AFTERSCHOOL “Mom’s On
Sirike’' Based on the true story of a har-
ded working mother (Mary Kay Place)
who goes on strike against her family
and pitches a tent on her front lawn. )

(MBO) FRAGGLE ROCK Boober acciden-
tally dumps some rutabaga and brusseis
sprout soup into his laundry.

DAYTIME MOVIES

—8:00—
(1980) Ani-
new friend




