THE STAPLE SINGERS
“Yurning Point"’

After four years of “semi-
retirement,” look who's back!
The Staple Singers, Pops. Mavis,
and the rest, with a new album

on Private | Records, titled

“YJurning Point.”
¥m sure you folks who listened

10 R&B in the 70's are familior
with the Stoples’
soul mixed with gospel, folk, and
pop flavorings. The family initial-
ly recorded gospel songs for
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Chicago's Vee Jay Records. They
signed with Stax in 1968, and
three years later struck gold with
such hits as “Heavy Makes You
Happy (Sha-Na Beom Boom),”
“Res Yourself,” “I'll Toke You
There,” "Let's Do It Again " and
many others.

Now, how does this idea sirike
you: the Staple Singers doing a
Talking Heads song? That's right,
| said Talking Heads (“Once In A
Lifetime,” “Burning Down The

House,” those guys). It seems a
bit of a departure for the group,
but one can hear that “Slippery
People,” the first single from this

new album, is really a gospel
song, and The Staple Singers

clearly show that they are com-
fortable with it, and they do it
with that old Staple verve and ex-
citement, albeit In @ more

modern, state-of-the-art fashion.
You know The Staple-Singéers

have always done message-
oriented songs and they're not
about 10 stop now. “This Is Our
Night” Is more pop/RES-

oriented, and fectures on ex-
prassive lead vocal plus o sax

solo. ¢Mpuﬂy good lead-off
track. slower-moving “H-A-
T-E (Don't Live Here Anymore)”
givés Pops o chonce fo shine.
Glod to have you back, Staple

Singers.

Other cuts: "Bridges Instead Of
walls,” "Right Decislon,” “On My
Own Again,” “That's What
Friends Are For.”

s8O88Y BROOM
‘“Livin’' For The Beat”

Here's a guitarist who's played
gultar on some of Tom Browne's

‘albums — his name is Bobby

Broom and his new Arista album
is titled “Livin' For The Beat.”
Three years ago, Bobby Broom
released his first album, “Clean
Sweep.” |
8y the way, In 1970, o record

Isaiah Jackson Returns tO
Daltimore to conduct B5O

Symphony, will lead the BSQ in
its next “Favorites” Series con-
certs on Nevember 23 and 24 at
Holl. Both Fridoy end Saturday
performances will begin at 8:13
pm.

Friday Plus, Nov

ing. Bobby's guitar on the in-
strumental tribute “Maogic
Johnson” Is shazzy and jozzy, os
it Is on his cover of Al Green's
“Let's Stay*Together.”

Other cuts: "Find Yourselt,”

“Let It Go,” “Rubye,” “He Said |
Love You.”

titled "Montego Bay” hit the top
ten on the pop charts —
however, that was by a singer

named Bobby Bloom: not the

same guy, but just thought |
might mention it...
“Beat Freak” Is the first single

from this album, ond It is o tech-
funk street jom, with a bass-
vocal hook that reminds me of
the bass-vocal refrain from the
Temptations' song “Power.” The
title describes the kind of listener
this song was made for.

“Glive Me Your Love” gives us
more of that beat-box rhythm

with some spiffy keyboard play-

REGGAE
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. THE NEW AND
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Washington, D.C.
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Drazilian Songbird returns
to Maryland Inn

The “First Lady of Bossa Nova,”
ASTRUD GIBERTQ, returns to the
Maryload inn‘s King of Fronce
Tavern uniil Sunday, Nov, 18.

When “The Girl From lpaneme™
was racing up-the sales charts,
people were 1o the bossa
nova in mini-skirts end go-go
boots. That was 20 yeart age. To-
day the fashion s back, and o

new wave of Brazilian music is
swelling, It's

Bogota and Mexico City. In- New
York it's played Iin donce halls
and discotheques; Chicago
record stores are ordering
Brazilian music in bulk, Ella Fit-
zgerald recently cut a Carlo An-
tonio Jobim songbook and even

rock groups as diverse as The

The
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big In Havana,”

Talking Hegds and The Culture
Club have felt the beat, “"Bosso
nova has continued appeal
because of it simplicity, rhythms
ond richness of lyrics, said
ASTRUD GILBERTQ, the "Queen
of bassa nova.” |

GILBERTQ recorded “The Girl
From Iponama” with Stan Getz

and then-husband Jooo Gilberto
in 1962, When released in 1964,
the record was an instant hit that
sold 27 million copies., won @
Grammy Award and had much to
do with bripging bosso nova fo
the world beyond Brezil. With a
shy, wistful sadness and crystal
voice, ASTRUD GILBERTO con-
tinves to whisper that bossa novo
message to audiences in clubs

and concert holls ground the

world,

Brazilian music has the lilting
caodence of Portuguese — an ef-
fortless, airy flow like breathing
or the breeze. But like Latin

Music, it has the African drums, .
the infectious rhythms. It was the

Portuguese lyricism and Africon
beat that shaped the cool swing
and gentje sway of the samba. In
the late '50s and early ‘60s, jozz
hormonies and imprqvisation

were Introduced, and the bosso
nova was born.

GILBERTO is not a jozz singer,
even though her phrasing has a
buoyant quality. Yet she has
always been assoclated with
jozz: “The girl From Ipanemq”
with jazz saxephonist Stan Getz;
numerous recordings for Verve
Records, the celebrated |ozz

label; and o recording with the

great jazz orchestrator Gill
Evans. She is, however, a well
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The “new’’ Odd Couple

(Continued from page 3)

taking speed so you can catch
up with us.”

When the divorced Olive @x-
presses a need for male com-
panionship, it sounded like a
line from those “You've come
a long way, beby” commer-
cials,

It was obvious that there
needs fo be a bit of tightening ,
prior fo opening on Broodway .
and we are confident that this
will be done. After all, this is
what pre-Broadway ftryouts
are all about.

One thing thaot struck us
rather forcibly was that the
character of Olive is never as
messy as the character was in
the previous versions. Olive is
attired in neat designer-jeans
in the opening scene, ond
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'.mvitoﬁ' to up-dated slacks,
_neatly pressed, in the loter.

scenes.
But the Rita Moreno por-

troyal is totally believoble,

- and the oction sags a bit

whenever she is not onstage.

Sally’s character of Florence
takes o bit longer fo .

but by the time Act i rolis -

around, it has meshed and s
totally definable.

The poker players ore
superb. Rather than single out
a single person, suffice it to
say their contribution Is
not only vilal to the play, but
they have most of the gen-
vinely funny lines.

An interesting twist wos the
introduction of two males os
dates for the Odd Couple, over
the protest of one, and they

' oo

wfnwthh:m

brothers, i3
Shalhoub mowh "M::v

(The original had the Pigeon
sisters, who were English, you
may remember).

These two provide one of
the highlights of this produc-
tion. Their antics and dialogue
are simply hilorlous. Any
sidesplitting moments in the
play are engendeered by
these two.

All in all, this version of the
“Odd Couple” is a thoroughly
delightful exercise in theatre,
ond makes for a completely
enjoyable evening.

The ploy runs here for o
total of three weeks, and it ls
one which should not be miss- .
ed. We predict it will be a hit

on Broodway, so If you con see

it here—by all means do so.

Coming Dec. 28th
Special

Friday Plus
~Section
Tribute To The

UNITED NEGRO
COLLEGE FUND

This exciting issue will:

* Explain what UNCF is
* Examine ils progress

* Look at the schools it sponsors

os Associote J the
Rochester Philharmonic and

Music Director of the Flint Sym-
phony Orchestra, will tead the

Boitimore
B

Foure's Bollode in F Sharp Minor, Leonard Barnstein’s suggestion,
with guest plonist Michael Gurt; as Artistic Director of Viena's
and Saint Soens’ Symghony Ne. 31 Youth Music Festival. Jockson
in C Minor, Opus 78 (" “) has olso conducted the R.A.l. Or-

ger. Rome, ond has op-

* Highlight people wha have attended UNCF
schools

ISAACS

“NIGHT NURSE"
"COOL RULER"
with

ROOTS RADICS

m-t
John Bleke
wWHUR
Godwin Oyewale
wDCU
Sydney White

WPFW
D.J.s..LULU &
BOBBY'S Music
Machine

Admission $13%
(202) 3283838

From 5 p.m. 0 8 p.m.
All Drinks
and Wine

50¢ OFF

All Beer

90¢
Sunday Bypokfest

® A1 noon

Y@ wod Fram
LUNCH DALY
Crab Cokes
Hamburgers
Soup

Deadline: December 14
For information contoct:

Bonnie Matthews Butler
(301) 728-8200

160\ Pervmylvenie Ave.
MONDAYS 7-10 p.m.
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—————— A ———— O'h.f' tb wp.' “\". enjoy-
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terpretations of opera and bal
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mances. In June, 1985, Jackson
will return to Covent Gerden Yo
lead the Royal Opera House Or-
chestra during the Royal Ballet's




