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DASIE ORCHESTRA, PHYLLIS

HYMAN, CHRIS DROOKS AT
MEYERHOFF THIS SUNDAY

By Frederick |. Douglass

Bringing the spectacular

weekend of Jazz to a tumultuous
climax this Sunday will be a con-
cert ot the Joseph Meyerhoft

Symphony Hall featuring the
Count Basie Orchestra, vocalist

Phyllis Hyman oand Cab
Calloway's grandson, Chris
Brooks, who will be playing
guitar and fronting a quartet.

During the years that Count
Basie fronted his monumental
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perturbed and perplexed to learn
that when Pieces Of A Dream
pulled out of this show, someone
opted to replace the group with
Phyllis Hyman when Betty Carter,
the world’'s most foremost jazz
vocalist was available. | suppose
they were seeking to attract the
young “crossover” crowd that
Pieces Of A Dream would have
attracted. However, | would ven-
ture to say that had Betty Corter
been selected, there would be no
need to write this article because
all of the seats would have been
sold out already.

Phyllis Hyman, whe has put on
some very dismal performances
during her last few ftrips to

“ Baltimore. owes it to the crowd
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Count Basie And Orchestre §

musical ensemble, the Orchestro
dozzled music lovers around the

world and his tune “One O'Clock
Jump” remains a national an-'

them of sorts for those who
danced to his “jump rhythms” in

New York City's Roseland
Ballroom and other parts of the
country. Born William Basie on

August 21,1904 in Red Bonk, New
Jersey, “Count” became a band

leader in 1936 when Benny Moten
died ond Mr. Basie was im-
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the plight

|

mediately elected by other
membaers to head the group. The
Count now resides in Joaz
Heaven and it remoins 1o be seén
it one of the band members car-
rying on the Basie traditions will
rise to take his place and to
become a neteworthy big band
leader. Billed as “still the most
explosive force, in music,” the
Basie Band is definitely expected
to put on a superiative show.

However, | wos quite puzzied,

The Left Bonk Jaxz Soclety, Inc.

to come through this time.

Christopher Brooks, the grand-
son of Cab Calloway, will also be
part of the oll-stor lineup thot will
be appeocring at the ‘Joseph
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall this

Sunday, playing his powerful
guitar lines to the augmentation

Fridoy Plus, November 9, 1984

of his upcoming recording in-
clude an exemplary renditon of

“Blue MNonk'” by plonist
Thelonious Monk and “tkenne

Fantasia,” an extended im-
provisation based on the melodic
motif of the title track of the
album which will be coming out

soon on the Talented Tenth
Records label.

Over the years, the initructors
that Mr.. Brooks ‘hos studied
under read like o “who’s Who" of
musicians: Jaoki Byord, Chuck
Wayne, Barry Gailbraith to name
a few. Describing his current ap-
proach fo playing the guitar ond
composing, Christopher says “1
om a proponent of the
new/heritoge technique which
emphasizes merging many
stylistic materials. "

of his quartet. A groduate of the .~

New Englond Conservatory of
Music, Mr. Brooks has perform-
ed extensively in the greater

Boston area and performed at
the Eublie Bloke Cultural Arts

Center here in Baltimore with Jan

Forney Davis a couple of years
ago. A daring . musician,

Christopher Brooks has opted to

record o solo guitar album entitl-
ed "lkenne Rainbow"” which amp-
ly demonstrates his virfuousity on

~ LDJS celebrates 20th &

was formed in 1964 by o group of
young men who met in o South
Baltimore night club to discuss

Among those present were Ben-
ny Kearse, Vernon Welish, Phil
Harris; Charles Simmaons, Eugene

Simmons, Joseph Simmons, .

Gilbert Rowlings, Earl Hayes,
Benjamin Kimbers, Otts Bethel,

Johp O, 1 , Oriando
’Pim.@nmm.
Harold Bell, Charles Brice. Robert

two weeks the group met severol
times to drow up its final concly-
sion and select an gppropriote

On their final mesting M

of jotz In the city. -

‘outstonding locol, notional ond

international jozz performers.
These concerts have been in-
strumental in  aftrocting
thousands of new joz converts.

The first concerts were held ot

the Al-Ho Club, 2559 Frederick

Chris Brooks

Slide Hompton will. be the main

attractions at o public forum ond
concert scheduled this Soturdoy

at Pascol’'s (Pork Circle) to kick

off a celebration of the Left Bank .

Jazz Society’s 20th onniversary.

Other members of the all-star

~ group that will be parﬁcipating in

.the Saturday afterngon jom ses-
sion/ lechsre will inchwde aitnries
Tony Purrone, bassist Stafford

Joames and percussionist Akire

Tana.

Jimmy Heath is familiar to jozz
lovers: in the . Baltimore
Washington corridor because of

his impressive attacks on ".‘ l

tenor @nd soprano sax as'wibil
the fiule. 1 will never forget the
concert by the Heath Brothers gt

Cab Calloway
to be honored

. _The Baltimore Links, Inc. will

honor Cab Colloway at the
Tribute to Baltimore's Jozz

Haritage on Sunday, Nov. 11 of
1the Meyerholf Symphony Hall ot

I2 p.m.

the Fomous Ballroom which t
down on Septembar 3...m5

when Jimmy Heath played some

of the z:st incredible saxophone

solos _
the aecompaniment of none
other thon pianist Stonley

Cowell, What o show! And then
there waos the September 21,

1980 Meath Brothers concert for
the Lef? Bank Jazz Society which
also featured the standout
talents of Jimmy Heoth and
Stanley Cowell. And it is op-

proprigte that Jimmy MWeath

should come back for the 20th an-
niversary celebration of the Left
Bank Society because he was one
of the first notionally known
musiclons to play for the

organisation.
While Stanley Cowell is wide-

ly known for his work with the
HeathvBrothers, he has olse pur-

sued bhis individual musicel -

coreefr with gusto and verve,
recording nuimerous afbums as
ol and sideman including
“Talkiv' About Love' -and

“Waiting for the Momen?. Addl

tionally, brother Cowell was the
 of the Piano Cholr and

t | have ever heard fo

Mickey Fiolds

o preserving Blaock musical

hmaﬁdh-noﬂn

growp will be rumpeter Donald
Byrd. 0 man who has goined in-

| pioneer in efching the “ternational fame forhis singular

more experimentol Joag

®on wax with Stratan Eost
§, a company he formed in
with _trumpe

,".‘* :
#
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horn playing ples bringing young
talents to light like the
Blackbyrds' and Sister Sledge.
That's right, Donald Byrd was one

of the flirst individuals 48 seope
out the talents of Sister
and he introduced the grewp fo

BoMimore sediences aof @ concert
which took place ot Morgon State
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University during November,
1973. Over the yeors Donald Byrd
has ond recorded with
an version of a Jorx
“Who's who" including Cannon-
ball Adderly, Charlie Parker,
Lester Young, Horace Silver, Ston
Kenton, Herble Hancock, Sonmy
Rollins ond 0 |
His regordings, particulorly those

a the Bluenote label ‘like
“Fuego,” “Free Form™ and “ON %0
the Races” have become classics

Meroan music. n#

And then fhere will be Shde '

Hampton, putting a lot of bottom:
in the group's bross section with
his vouring, growiing wrombone.
Individuals curlous about explor-
ing the genius of Slide Hampton

as @ trombonist prior 10 attending
the Saturday afternoon Jozz jam

session seek out one of the rore

copies of an album enfitled
"“World of Trombone” Steve Turre

‘and Curtis Fuller aos well as

Boltimore's own, pionist Albert
Dailey, rollicking through tunes
like “Con Alma,” "Lester Leaps

b AR

Stenley Cowell

ond Reisterstown Rood. Contact
John Bonas for odditional ticket

information by contacting
276-0306.

BALTIMORE JAZZ SHOWCASE

Continting #he  spectagulor
weekend of Jozz, severol
Baltimore’ musitian will be

highlighted during the sve: at
Pascal’s from 8:00 PM uniif

AM. Performers in this segment
of the galo event will include the

16-piece Tracy McCleary Band:;

in,” “lmpressions.” and "Round

Midnight.”

The Jazz public forum and con-
cert will be held from 2-6:00 PM
at Pascal’s which can be found in
the Park Circle Industrial
Development arec near the in-

fornction of Druid Park Drive

myriod of others.

saxophonist Mickie Fields and his
sextet featuring Shirley Fields,

vocals; planist Fuzzy Kane ond
his trio; plus saxophonist Arnold

Sterling, who has been on the
road, Travelling and recording
with Jimmy McGriff over the past
fwo years.

Sojourner Douglass College

Helps LDJS Celebrate
’ Douglass

end goals focus primarily upon
empowerment of the individual
and self-determination of the

cofers pﬂmorilf o adult
students. Hence, its scheduling
poftern concentraies classes on
weekday evenings ond Satur-
doys, 5o that course offerings are
convenient for working students
whose averoge oge is 32. Addi-
tianally, Sojourner Douglass of-
fers courses on & trimester basis,
encbling students to complete
three semester's work in one
yeor ond teo groduate within
three yeors.

By supplementing regulor class
work, students con elect o com-
plete requirements using credil-
by-examination, independent
sfudy, ond credit-for-life-
experiences.

The oppeal o! Sojourner-
Douglass College is growing,
drawing students from Baltimore
City-os well as the hintérignds of
the Eastern Shore and Annapolis
who frovel by bis 10 the ¢ollege
every weehend. .
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