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: t/Counl mean a lot/My baby'

: yioh"/Holds me in her arms
/Fills me with her charms... you
get the idea, |

The boys harmonize well

enough and their album is well-
produced.

“Singing Hey Yea" is a ballad
slmplo in structure and lyric,
which seems fo pass by like
movie soundtrock music.. “Reg-

ogoin with his latest release, “No
Time To lose,” on the Light
Records label; that is, he has pro-
duced another quality olbum that
is bound to do well.

Kids At Work is 0 young new
group whose self-titled debut
olbum is on Sound Of New
York/CBS Records. No, they're
not the sons of the members o
Men At Work.

Lead singer Clurel Henderson,
18, began writing songs at the
age of five. Teddy Riley, 15, plays
keyboards and sings background
vocals, and Timmy Gatling, 17,

play bass guitar and sings
background vocals. All three

members collaborated on the
writing of five of the seven songs
on their debut LP.

The Kids moke o relatively
homogenized R&B sound in the
spirit of such groups as New Edi-
fion — the writing here is or-
dinary ond the arrongements,
with o few variations, are
standord.

The opening cut, “She's My
Baby,” seems to reflect the some
sentiments os New Edition's

“Candy Girl” although “She’s My

Baby” Is a little funkier and has

fewer hooks. Here's a sample of
the lyric: “Gives me what she's

lll App'.ciote"

"I Appreciate” is the-fourth’

MCA olbum from Alicio Myers.

Once agadin, Alicia has teonved
with Kevin McCord and Al Hud-

son, of tho mmlcol

In 1977, Alicia was lead slngof

of - the Detrolt group One Way,
ond she co-wrote: to.of -the six-

member band's bigger hits: “You .
Con Do It” and “Do Ypur Thang."

in 1980, she rcloaud her debut
album, “Alicia.” -

You may remember Alicig’s | hit "

single “I| Want To Thank You.”
“I Appreciate” kicks off wuh

the 8-minute jam, “You Get The

Best From Me (Say, Say..Say).” -
which is the first single. It's greoat .

for dancing of course, and
Alicia’s fing veice. tums an or-
dinary repetitive funk track into

a sellable single.

“Just Can't Stay Awuy a
romok. of a ballad previously

ecordgd by Natalie Cole, gives
Allclq o chance 1o show her ver-

satility; elements of jaxz, gospel,
soul seem to flourish in this
fragh-sounding arraongement; the
vence of artists like Aretha
Franklin, Gladys K.nld'n and Min-

nie lllporion con be clearly
heord.
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ALICIA MyERs

"W" is m uptem-
po boogle, a simple song that

Alicia romps through with ease,

but might fall flat with someone
else.

There's somothing here for
every Mido Mym fon to like.
Guy."” “Just Praying,” “Bon't Do
Me This Way."

xh Kids,” is not reggoe, but just
rowaway “‘party” music.

- The album'’s first single, “Sugar

Baby,” is a pop-sounding uptem-
po number which fyplfios the

group'’s sound.

The album also includes a “dub
version” of “She's My Baby"
which is simply a re-mix with
more “electric” percussion, echo,
efc.

Listening to this album reminds

me of the time when | first heard
the Jackson 5. Their hits like "I

Want You Back” and "ABC"
struck me as slickly-produced
simple-message pop, and that is
how | would describe this collec-
tion of tunes from Kids At Work.

Apparently, the Kids are trying

1o creote the same charm the

early Jackson 5 records did while
ot the same time keeping in tune
with the 80's. This is why 1 am

disappointed with the album.
There's not much originality here.

Other cufs: Nov.r Hurt Me.”
“AlN-AllL"" !

-Sphlnx Clu_b

..Continued INI page 4
moculuu appoomncc —

tian

is almost too thean. but it °
oploosomdwdppco!r&n
many clubs that I've seen ondits

‘tlmllnm mokes i the kind of

. establishment that you wouldn't
~ mind taking your wﬂo or mother

7710 visit. “My fother, “who bullt tHis

;hbwnhhu oWN swiel. ond

1o relax so | try 4o maintain his
tradition of keeping this one of
the.clganest clubs in fown.
Chuck Shamwell,
employee who comas-over from

‘Washington, D.C. at least once o

week fo visit the Sphink Club,

says “this Is my favorite place. |.

comohonbocoouhhnnlox-

od and every one ltvory v’ry

friendly. | can unwind here

the pressures | face during

‘work week and just be myself.”

GPNOO Collins, the astute ex-
tive from Baltimore's WMAR

TV2 ond who has become,

acknowledged os the dean of

- S 5 . S S i i A gy N S o b1 & P A = T

an NBC

Mind you, each of his albums
hags had a song or two that have

" become quite popular, but not

since 1981 with the album “Don’t
Give Up"” has he won a grammy
or come close. This album should
do it.

It is a combination of those
style of songs that have sailed
high on the gospel charts, a lit-
tle bit of reggoe tradition, French,
twists and downhome ioot-
stomping gospel music,

Even Andrae admits, “| think |
put a little bit of something for
everybody on this album.”

And sure enough, singles like
"Oh It Is Jesus” and “Jesus, Come
Lay Your Head On Me" are being
requested on almost every Chris-

dio station—black and
whitog

Andrae does come a little bit
closer to Southern black gospel
on this album than he usually
does.

Singles like ‘Somebody
Somewhere Is Prayin” and “Livin
This Kind Of Life” are not the

‘Black professionals in Marylond's
~communications industry, also

enjoys the Sphinx Club and sufs _.

wp his feelings about the

l'm not at home." -

Wont 1o become 3 member of
the Sphinx Clib? Waell," you will
have 1o be recommended by on
existing mémber of the 38 - year
old organiztion and then get the
approval of the' membership
- commitiee. Mbt membesship

"w':mh comes lr; lnl;q'x

W_

! =s .
. L
‘m. m -

types of tunes frequented on his
pgas albums.

The album is sure 1o be a suc-
cess one way or the other. Of
course, Androe is known for hav-
ing superb background singers
and soloists aca nying him
on his albums. This one is no ex-
ception. The vocalists are good
and so is Andrae.

Other songs on the album. in-
clude “Got Me Some Angels.”
“Right Now,” "His Truth S8l Mar-
ches On,” "NoTimToLoq"eml
“Alwdys Remember."”

- On a scole of one to four, this

‘album easily ruhli l‘l'nd Uld [

half.

f

lnfho Sphlnl Chﬁh“é'b'

men ond sww for women,

M establishment by saying | can't . check
ﬁ\inkofoboﬂotpiacﬂobowhont |

Tim and the Mq‘rhﬂdi ll:p
b;\:.nnﬁng \ ovl-

q,..




