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On our cover

There is something about
that makes it like not another ) in
the world. It's the place where dreom
makers come and dreams come frue. W's
a place where dreams come frue and a
place where dreams fail. It's a place of
fontasy, imagination, creativity ond
where men and women flock with stars
in their eyes. .

Make no mistake, Hollywood is also
o ploce of hard knocks, paying your
dues and it's @ who you know, not-how-

Blocks are also striving to maoke it in
Hollywood; yet sometimes what they
are doing don’t end up in print nor on
the silver screen.

Diana Ross, songtress-aoctress per-

lady who is not singing
all the way fo the bank. She will
roph $3-a-pair stockings soon 1o
be marketed out of o Rhode island
hosiery mill in o multi-million dollor
packoge for her. BN
Last week Diona gave $230,000 out of
her own savings (how would you like to
have a quarter of a million lying around
a bank) to New York City for the Diona
Ross Playground in Central Park.
Diana put on a free concert in Central
last summer that attracted 350,000. The
TV rights were sold to cable TV and she
promised the profits from the concert
would go fowards the playground. The
concert was rained out and reschedul-
ed. All of that meant no profit for the
playground cost New York City $650,000
for clean up and police overtime.
Mayor Ed Koch wos upset by the
reports of no profit. But, Diana, out of
the goodness of her heart, bank account
and bad publicity donated the quarter
of a million dollars anyway.
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Hooray for

is co-starring in the television movie

“Amazons” airing as “The ABC Sunday

Night Movie.” Jan. 29 (9-11) p.m. EST)
on the ABC Television Network. ‘

While investigating the mysterious

death of o prominent U.S. Congressmon,
a beautiful young doctor discovers o

secret organization of women who
possess power beyond their beauty, and
use it to control or destroy their
enemies., in the thriller - adventure.”

Paul Michoel Glaser difected this oc-
tion - thriller set in Washington, D.C.,
where women of a subversive organizo-
tion have been methodically moving
themselves info position of power in

" order to ultimately control the United

States. -
‘These intelligent, single - -minded

women gre driven Dy the hounting
memory of their aoncestors, the

Comedy’s

Golden
Comedian

Eddie Murphy

rphy Is looking more like

| oomody'i newest golden star everyday.

His career took another step forward as
his first two albums “Eddie Murphy” and
“Eddie Murphy: Comedian” were just
certified gold. '

The firdt album earned o Grammy
nomination last year as “Best Comedy

19683 as one of the three top-

grossing films of the yeor.
For hids work in "Trading Places,"

Murphy won an NAACP image Award os
“Actor of the Year.” And it was confirm-

ed this |
XSianon tha e hon- e
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" a ' Globe award as

.“Best Actor in & Comedy or Musical,”

Hollywood

agoinst men.
in a Washington hospital, an am-
bituvous young physician, Dr. Sharon

Fields, is framed for malpractice affer
the mysterious death of an influential

W.Wﬂ\ddﬂd&ﬂ
err in her trectment of Congressmon
Borstow, Sharon seeks odvice from
police Lt. Tony Monaco, who suggests
that someone could have tampered with
Barstow’s medical chort.

To save her career, Sharon begins her
own medical investigation. The

killed before he con give Sharon more
information.

At the urging of Diane, the ossistont
hospital administrator, Sharon atfends
o gathering ot the home of o
Washington socialite. Sharon s
fascinated by an anclent bow and arrow
display in the house that is similar to
identical chaorms wom by Dione ond
other women guests. But it's Sharon's
aoccidental discovery of a hidden com-
puter that suggests the existence of o
fontastic conspiracy of vital -nationol
significance.

Besides Tamara Dobson storring os
Rosalund Theri's Jock Scolla os Tony
Monaco, Stella Stevens os Kothryn,
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airing Sunday night on ABC.TV.

Madeline Stowe os Dr, Sharen Fields,
Jornnifer Warren os Dione, Williom
Schallert os C«voumm Borstow,

Nicholas Pryor as Dr. Thompson, Peter
Scolori os Jerry Menzies and Leslie Bevis
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Blocks are moking Inroods in the

Hollywood community both in front of

Tomere Dobson, who had the title
role in “Cleocpatra Jones” and nothing
like it since, is back in town co-starring
in on upcoming TV .mgvie titled “The
Amazons”...Semmy Davis Jr., who fell
out of bed (?) and broke a rib, is okay

Fords of Colorade” and is based on the
factual novel “The:-Black Baron”...And
word is thot the First Lody Nancy Reogan
is the person who invited Mr. T to the
White House 1o be Santa Claus for the
annuol press poarty.

Ted Lange, who co-stors in the TV
series “The Love Boat,” recently directed
his sixth segment of thot long running
hit show...Nichelle WNicholas, that
gorgeous Brown beouty in “Star Trek”
and mother of Kyle Johnson, who star-
red in “The Leaming Tree,” is being
featured in a video cassette production

maovie had taken in more

"> thamn $15 miflion ot the box office.
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president of both the State and local bar
associations, has been named to the
beard of directors of Walt Disney pro-

ductions, reportedly resulfant of an
ogreement with the NAACP’s Benjamin
Hooks for increased participation by
Blacks in studio activity.

Break Dancing is going to be epilep-
tic all over your neighborhood movie
screens soon. Both Sidney Poiltier ond
his long-time friend, Marry Belafonte,
are making films about the new donce
or whatever it is, although neither will
appear in the films they are making.

Horry will be concert touring in Europe

while his “Beat Street” is being made.

reports stote. Sidney will direct o
sgreenplay by Richard Wesley titled
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"Shootout” for Columbia release. He is
screen testing 17-18 year old dancers
nationwide for the seven featured roles.
Shooting will start next May in New
York...Clarence Williams, 1M has a role
in a new film titled “Purple
Rain”...Moses Gunn is appearing in &
new Universal film titlad "Firestartar.”
And Eddie Murphy's next outing will be
in Paramount’s “Best Defense.”

Rolis Royces are as common in
Hollywood as pigtails as the old caying
goes. There are more of ‘em hara ihan
in any other place in the world out:ida
of London...And among your acjuain-
tances who tool around in the $75,000
to $165,000 “toys” are Flip Wilson aond
$Smokey Robinson aond Michael
Jackson, who envious Mercedes Benz
drivers say “is so young he doesn't have
a driver’s license and has to be chauf-
teured”...Billy Dee Williams is said to
be giving the mailman a Christmas
bonus for the deluge of fan mail he
received for his role in the TV special
“Chiefs” and will probably have to do it

again when moviegoers see him with
Denise Nicholas-Hill in “Marvin and

Tige”...World fomed photogrpher Gor-

don Parks, who was in town recently
arranging distribution for a new film he
directed inSouth Carolina, left hurried-
ly for his hometown in Kansas where TV
network comeras focused on a docu
biography of HIM...And principal
photography has been completed in
Arkansas on Norman Jewison's film
adaptation of the Pulitzer Prize winning
stage droma “A Soldier’s Story” starring
Howard E. Rollins, Jr. and Adolph
Caesar for Columbia Pictures release.
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Nichelle Nichols
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Have you noticed that here are at
least a dozen shows on TV starring or
co-starring Black actors, actresses,

* characters or children? Check ‘em out:

“The A Team.,” "The Jeffersons,'
"“Different Strokes,” ''The Love
Boat.” "Benson,” "The Whiz Kids,"
“Magnum P.1.." “Mississippl,” “HIll
$treet Blues,” "Gimme A Breok.,”
"Webster,"” “Trapper John M.D.,” and
go on...betcha can think of some more!

Harry Belafonte ”

Whoopee for kiddies : ''Fat Alber
and the Cosby Kids" will be airin-
across the board on both network an-
independent stations next yedr. A tot:
of 90 shows (40 repeats and 50 ne\
segments) costing about $200,000 eac’
will be there to keep Junior cut ¢
mischief Saturday mornings. Bill Cosk
conceived and will continue to hest §.
new shows dealing with such subjac,
as graffiti writing, neighborhood wc
ches, video games, filmmaking, w.
animals, gambling, gang wars, dru:
sex discrimination ond even VD.

Year end surprise for many lor
term Hollywood watchers was .
December Beverly Hills Hollywo
NAACP Chapter's 16th Annval Ima-
Awoards ceremony where 1400 loy.
ticket buyers were told the Chapter wi!
supplant its beefing and bullying abcu
problems with new tactic of recommer
ding that we do see or tune in what |
liked and simply ignore what is not lik-

~ ed at the moviesand on TV. It is a “sugar

rather than vinegar approach to civil
rights” is the way one trade publication
reported it. But fiery National Executive
Director Benjamin unforgivingly point
out: "“Hollywood has made mora
agreements with the NAACP than our
government made with our Indicn
brothers.”

Biggest business news of the yaor
is the appointment of Ashley Boone c:
President of Distribution and Markeiiin
at Columbia Pictures—highest execut. =
post ever held by a Black in motion p -
ture history, albeit a sort of second cc -
ing for the brilliant Brandeis Univer:.
graduate. Just a couple of years ago,
Boone moved up from Vice Presideni ¢*
Domestic Marketing and Distribution i
President of World-wide Marketing o,
Distribution at 20th Century Fox, on!
that was very heady stuff for an industr
infamous for its lily-white game c!
musical executive chairs.

So Boone's role model position is n«
a Tinseltown overnight success story. - =
got his start as a publicity trainee c |
United Artists in New York in the earliy

‘Continued on page 14)




