Q — Bryaat Gambel, the new
host of the Teoday, is he a former

athlete?
C. Lewis
Los Angeles, CA

A — No. Former ?nrueuul
Gumbel did not follow the

playing field-to-microphone
route of many other sport-
scasters. Last time he played
ball, it was in school at Maine's
Bates College: football and

The 33-year-old Gumbel, who is

the first black to a network
talk show, moved f{ NBC's
NFL '8l to the top Teday show

on January 4. The bottom
I.i:tonlllmtndvmman

about $2 million to him over the
t three

m;“ if cncoull just find

someone to replace Jane Pauley.

Q — Could you tell me when the
Breadway musical, ‘“The First,”’
on the life of Jackie Robinsen will

?

ok D. E. Twymaly
West Chester, PA

A — Unfortunately, the
musical based on the life of the
first black man to play in
baseball’s major leagues closed
in October after a very short run.

Q — Laverae Baker, what a

t is she doing now?
N W.L. Beyd
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Renaissance, Alain Locke.
was borm imn

Locke, whe ...
| Pllh?l. aduated magna
cum la Phi Beta Kappa

from Harvard in 1907.
A later, Locke became the

academic beneficiary of the

racist little monster who forced
the Matabele tribe to give
their land, called it Rhodesia

then consolidated his holdlz
(diamond mines that is) into
De Beers Consolidated Mines.

rt, Alain Leroy

/_h Laverane Baker
.Y |

it true that there 13 a Miles Davis
Jr. whe plays trumpet like his
father? Y
G.Gadson
Broekiyn, NY
A — Yes, to your first question.
Thelonius S. Monk is the son of

the great ano player
The onimWe der Monk
continues to live in seclusion in
New York City and is said to be in
poor health in recent years.

Miles Davis’ oldest son,
Gregory (known as Rahman)
plays around with the trum
that are gifts from his f :
However, he has not declared
himself a serious trumpet player,
and is aware that father’'s
shadow would be an awesome
one for the most dedlcat:;. e

Davis’ youngest son
wife, qu:. is called Little Miles

his family and, at 30, has
wn no interest in playing the

trumpet to date.

Q — What's this about Jayne
Kennedy divercing Leea to
marry disc jockey Frankie

Crecker? Has Crocker beem

married before?
A. McEachera
New Yeork, NY
A — A pasty rumor and ab-
solutely untrue, to
Crocker, who says he %)
actress are ‘‘just good friends.”
Crocker was formerly married to

N. Eutew St., Beltimore, Md. 2120]1. All questions are wel-
come, but while Jason ceannot provide individuel answers,
questions of general interest will be used in this column.

Billie Mays, daughter of

Marguerite and baseball hall-of-
famer Willie Mays.

—First
West Point

(Continned frem Page 3)

Fetus F , March %1, 1856 in
Thom , Ga. The family
moved to Atlanta, in 1859.
During his early years, Flipper
and his brother, Joseph, were
tutored by John F. Quaries, a
mechanic. Quarles laler
aduated from Westmins

and served at the United
States Consul at Malaga and Port

m'sﬁ';:r boys also

F were
tutored, for a fee, by the wife of a
former Confederate soldier after
the war and attended schools of

American Missionary

As a freshman at the univer-

i%. Flipper received his ap-
t to the United States
tary Academy at West Point,

NY. He began his cadetship July
1, 1883.

Atter his court martial, F

g' Clillnhn:; uv'l.thdA.O. Wingo,
represen a company,
whose members were former

(Continued on Page 18)

Long before black Americans made headlines on the playing field, they were
making history. Lots of it. In fields like medicine, exploration, industry, and on the

field of battle. '

The names of these early “all-stars” probably aren’t on the tip of your tongue.

" That’s because they aren’t in most history books either.
A black man was the first to reach the North Pole. Matthew Henson,a

member of Commodore Perry’s expedition, raised the flag there in 19Q9. _ *
Dr Daniel Hale Williams, a black surgeon, performed the world’s first suc- |

cessful heart operation almost one hundred years ago.

In 1761, Benjamin Banneker designed and built the first striking clock.

It was also the first clock made entirely in America. |
And,erf a September morning in 1864, thirteen black soldiers earned

Congressional Medals of Honor. They led the Union Army
Chaffin’s Farm, a Confederate stronghold on the outskirts

of Richmond, Virginia. ~

" There are thousands of stories like these. 4

Enough to fill a library.
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