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Love of

Ex-AFRO reporter’s book

documents turbulent

Baltimore decade

“Producing City Life
has been an act of faith.

“It has been tough. It
has been exhilarating.
Often it was a torment, a
testing, a strain; and |
longed to be rid of it
Then, | saw more
clearly, as though it were
in the distance, the only
thing that stood between
me and completing the
project was myself.”

With these words, Paul
Evans, a 32-year old

Paul Fairfax Evans

native . Baltimorean
declares in the Foreword
of his new book, City
Life: A Perspective from
Baltimore, 1968-1978,
how he began a literary
odyssey two and one-half
years ago that has
roduced a 1,000-page
ook back at ten years in
the history of the
Republic from a personal
and localize per-
spective.

“The timing was
mely coincidental. The

kK would have been
done eventually anyway,
but the timing of the
city’'s birthday made it
truly symbolic to my
efforts. ° City Life
describes, from my
perspective, what
constituted the
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flanked by FBI agents, is led away
from his hiding place following the

CROWD LOOKS ON — The apprehension of

Baltimore  experience
year in, year out, aay in
and day out: the
achievements, the pain,
the excitement, the
tears, the sorrow, and
tragedy, and the
euphoria,’’ the author
added.

Mr. Evans established
his own Jlegitimate
publishing company, C.
H. Fairfax Company,
Inc., to handle his book
and since has gone to
produce another title of a
completely different
nature from City Life.

Mr. Evans answered,
“I wanted a book on
Baltimore, to have its
origin in this geographic
area produced Dby
Baltimore people who
had and have a care and
love for the municipality.
Then, it was a lot of hard
work, but I enjoyed doing
the work, and | had
acquired the techincal
skills over the years to

get the job done. And,

lastly, for this particular
book, | wanted to keep
editorial control in my
hands as company
publisher right up
through the printing.

He hastened to add.
‘““Money has been a
problem for a business
such as mine: one of a
handful of black book
publishing companies in
the nation. Even though
the book is at the prin-
ter’'s, and will be finished
soon, | still need several
thousands of dollars
before it can be released
to the company. The
figure is under $10,000

“I can feel a great deal
of pride because the book
does give a view from the
depths of my heart about
what I saw and heard
during those vears as a
young man_ born_ in
Baltimore's black
ghetto.”

The book is divided
into three parts—-1968-
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city causes writer

HIS AFRO DAYS — Among the
illustrations in Mr. Evan's book, City
Life, is a sketch by Ronald X. Robinson
of editorid]l and executive personnel
members with whom the author
worked as a voung reporter at the
Baltimore AFRO - AMERICAN in 1970 -
1972 and 1976 - 1977. Shown from top left
are Thomas Stockett, artist; Moses J.
Newson, former executive editor; lda

president;
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president; Mae E. Dyson, corporate
secretary; John J. Murphy, III; board
chairman; John J. Oliver, company
Frederick Howard, vice
president for production; Sam Lacy,
sports editor; Elizabeth M. Oliver,
Baltimore City Editor; Elizabeth M.
Moss, former publisher; Arnetta
Lottier, Clean Block director; Ralph
Matthews, Jr., Baltimore Managing

Murphy Peters, entertainment editor; Editor; and Max Johnson, former

Gertrude Steele, secretary to company

1971, 1971-1975,and 1975-
1978. It will be published
in. hardback and soft-
cover, selling for $20.00
and $15 respectively,
with a width and depth of
6 44 inches by 9 4 inches.
There is a list of some

robbery. The suspect was identifie
as John Dyson.

very exciting
photographs, some never
seen before, which were
taken by Henry Irving
and Frank. Phillips.
There are also excellent
tllustrations by Ronald
X. Roberson, a black

|

veteran political analyst.

man who is director of
art at Friends School, an
introduction by former
mayor, Thomas J.
D'Alesandro, 111,

Acknowledgements, and -

a Prologue that offers a
frame of reference about

e

AFRO Photos by Roman Hankewycz |
THE LOOT — Two FBI agents hold a trashbag
loaded with loot from a robbery of a branch of the
Mercantile Safe Deposit and Trust Co. early Wed-
nesday. The money was found in the basement of an
abandoned building in the 1800 block McCullioh St.
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full of money, attracted a large crowd of
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the history of blacks in

Baltimore.
,Then, year by year,
beginning with 1968,

thereis a narrative about

what took place in
Baltimore. Each chapter
begins with a signficant
quote from some person
set the theme for the
year.

Quotes from the book's
jacket describe some of
what to expect inside:

“We see for the first
time glimpses of the

rsonalities of the day
rom another vantage
point. The reader learns
oint.”” The reader

rns of the reaction to
the murder of Martin

Luther King Jr. in the
black slums, and how
segments of that com-

munity responded during
the several grief

stricken, strife torn days
in April, 1968.

“Through the author's

eyes, we see Teddy

Kennedy and the Robert
F. Kennedy funeral train

trailing through

Baltimore's Penn-
sylvania Station to
Washington, D.C. and an
Arlington Cemetery
burial.

‘“‘Included are the

M of the AFRO-

AMERICAN Newspaper
Chain; Peter A. Jay, the

Sunpapers or the ‘Lords

of Calvert Street’ Frank

DeFilippo’'s ‘Who Runs
Baltimore,’ written while

a reporter for the News

)
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interested onlookers Wednesday mrlll..‘

American; Clarence M.
Mitchell, Jr.; the pardon
of the last 'Scottsboro
Boy’'; and black racism
versus Christianity.

‘‘Additionally, at-
tention is given to the

East Baltimore Con-
tinental Can Prison
threat,. and the suc-

cessful fight to prevent
its construction that took
four keyy  women
residents and the author
all the way to the White
House. i
‘“‘Baltimore Magazine,
God and gay ple;
nationally syndicated

columnist Joseph Alsop:
the ‘little people’ of the

city; and  historian

Benjamin Quarles find a

lace in Mr. Evans's
K.

Says Mr. Evans, “I
studied all of my per-
sonal notes and Journals,
news stories, columns,
etc. from the period
under study. I utilized
the microfilm room at
Pratt Library often to
look at back issues of
newspapers.

‘“I deliberately did not
interview scores of
people because the best
of us have a tendency to
see things differently in
hindsight. | desired to
present as much raw
observation made at the
moment of seeing or
hearing whatever
happened—-even if it 1s
embarrassing to me now
as the author—-rather
than discussing with
people how they feel now
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to turn publisher

about what they did and
said ten years ago.
That's what I wanted to
avoid; I think I did.”

Another of the author’s
observations was that,
“The book will make
some contribution to
understanding the times
in which we have lived.
The book could be used
as an adjunct textbook or
required reading
material in the city
schools.”

The young author said
black people still have
difficulties in acquiring
the funds to make ven-
tures as his and others
like it work.

“If we look at history,”
he continued, ‘‘at the
movement of poses.
Responsible and in-
telligent people of the
New Order must
recognize their
obligation to preserve
the best of the Old Order
for posterity, but yet
reshape society as they
move through that
society. The old values of
sexual and racial
discrimination will have
no place in the changing
society. And this is whefe
s0 many, many black
youngsters are being led
astray. They think that it
is enough just to be black
and that's it NOlhil?
could be more absurd. If
they don’t have a positive
contribution to make in
some way -or another,
they will not count.

“The same is true of

many young white men.
They will not be able to

cas in on the

predominant position

automatically bestowed

on their [lorefathers
because they were white

and male.

“We are slowly
emerging from the
strictures of a thoroughly
segregated life In
Baltimore, from
mistrust and misun-
derstanding, and lack of
early largescale ex-
posure between the
races. If you take a look

wat the world, at Western

society, and America,
indeed we .are in
trouble

“The book was 8o
difficult to write at times
and compile and work
with the typesetters and
the printer because there
was 80 much material.
Of course, the best rule is

to have too much than too
little

“There was no
precedent to follow. If

one were to visit the card

recent
history are very Scarce.

And books that discuss
the history of blacks in
the city from a point even
approaching objectivity
are nearly non-existent.

“There was no
precedent to follow in
writing City Life. There
was no guiding hand in
the world of books. There
was little recent com-
prehensive material
about the lives of people
here. It was touch and
0. Should I include this”
hould I exclude that? Of
course the next time that
someone wants to write a
history of the city, there
will be plenty of material
because in addition to
City " Life there are
several other major
books tied in to the 250th
birthday celebration.

“What I think my book
contributes,”” Mr. Evans
noted, “‘is that a young
person born in the great
post-war Baby Boom has
now enough to look back
and offer something of a
perspective on a segment
of the wunparalleled
social, economic and
political struggles—-as
well as religious
evolutions—that have
taken place in his life.
This coupled with the
fact that this person—-
myself is also a mem ber

©of the country’'s largest

ethnic minority—a
minorit whose an-
cestors first came to the
country more than 18
generations ago.

““That's one of the
items in the book,”” Mr.
Evans observed, ‘‘when
you look around at all of
the blacks in the country
and see just how far we
have come after 18
generations, it is heart
wrenching to say the
least."’

For further n
formation the author can
be reached at C.H.
Fairfax Company, P. O.
Box 502, Columbia,
Maryland 21045.

Poetry Contest

The First "‘Baltimore’s
Best Senior Citizen
Poetry Contest is open to
all non-professional
poets, 55 years of age or
over, residing in
Baltimore City. The
theme of the contest is
“Baltimore s Best
Because,..' and may
include these words.
Entries must not exceed
one page, double-spaced,
typed or printed. Only
one entry per person is
permitted. The following
persons, prominent In
the field, have been in-
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vited to judge:

Alfie Brown, hostess of
Channel 67's ‘‘Critic’s
Place’’'; Lucille Clifton.
Poel Laureate of
Maryland, James
Michener, author of
“Chesapeake’’; Jim
Bready, Book Review
Editor. of '‘Sunday
Sun’’;,, and Jacques
Kelly, columnist, “The
News American.’’

Entries must Dbe
mailed by September 22
1981 to Mrs. Selma
GT0SS.

FREE—

When you order 52 issues of the Baltimore Afro-

American at our regular subscription rate of $20.00

for ®months.

l__} Yes, | would like 52 issues of the Baltimore Afro-American

and my choice:

__| COUPON SAVER & CUTTER

| CHEESEBOARD & CUTTER

Slease enciose your check, money order, Master Card or VISA

NAME

Ci't™
TELEPHUNE
(‘ard No.

THE BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN -

PO, BOX 1857

BALTIMORE, MARY LAND 21204

Julv 1981




