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In the past few years,
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By John Metelsky

Island in the 1940s. His father, a
cook on a schooner, sympathized
with the boy's impossible dream
and urged his son to study
mathematics, a basic requirement
for navigation. |

But there were no educational
opportunities on the Caymans,
three obscure islands smaller than
Brooklyn, N.Y. These flat islands,
500 miles south of Miami and 180
miles northwest of Jamaica, are
not in the mamnstream of world
events.

The islanders, descendants of
Scottish farmers, buccaneers and
shipwrecked sailors, speak
English with noticeable Scottish
overtones. These rugged people,
noted for their honesty and in-
tegrity, are some of the most

reliable and determined seamen
of the world.

rigging sails, steering the ship
and typing knots. He soon ‘‘knew
the ropes.’’

‘“*At that time, | yearned to see
America,”’ Watson recalls, ‘‘so in
1946 | caught a banana boat to

Tampa. Then | went to New York
to visit my wuncle, a former
patrolman with the National
Maritime Union (NMU), a union
for scamen.’’

Shipping was brisk. With a litde
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birthday like a true sailor — with
my shipmates in a friendly ltalian
bar.’’ he reminisces with a broad
grm.

When the ship returned to New
York, Watson faced a mayw
shipping strike. ““Shipping was
tough,’’ he says, **l couldn’t get a
job on an American ship, so |
sailed Panamanian ships as an
Able Seaman from 1947 10 1951."

To make ends meéet, Between
ships Watson grabbed any job he
could get. Sometimes he worked
as a “‘kiscchen man'’ in a hotel
restaurant in Greeawich, Con
or as a dishwasher in a restaurant
ncar the NMU hall on West 1tk
Street in New York Ciey.

“In 1950, he says, *‘] was
drafted into the U.S. Army, wheve
| kkarned a lot about America and

Americans from the people | met

program is cost-free to the
SChools.

So far, 62 schools and
thousands of students have
benefited.

And so have we.

Because our people often
return to us with a deeper,
richer understanding
of human relationships
and needs.
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