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In 1909, a member of the
Virginia State legislature at-
te mpted to cite conclusive proof of
the inferiority of the black race by
making a speech in which he
stated that no black man had ever
received a patent for an invention.

The statement nfuriated Henry
Baker, a black man employed as a
clerk in the U.S. Patent Office.
Baker wrote a book called, The
Colored Inventor, in which he
listed 1,200 inventions for which
his office had granted patents
between the years of 1863 and
1913.

The number of black inventions
was probably greater than the
amount listed in Baker's book. But
many black inventors hid. the fact
of their blackness in order to avoid
“one more < bstaclk’' in getting
their creat. ns patented and
marketed.

One black inventor who was
proud of his race was Maryland-
born Benjamin Banneker, the son
of an indentured servant who

claimed to be descended from
African tribal kings.
Bannecker, a farm boy who at-
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Between 1863 and 1913, more than
1,200 inventions were patented by
blacks The mdustrlal revolution was
made possible in many instances be-
cause of the inventions of blacks in all
fields from electricity to medicine.
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tended school until he was fifteen
showed a remarkable aptitude for
mathematics. After he left school,
he taught himself algebra and
geometry.

One day, after examining a
pocket watch, Banneker decided
he would make a clock. Clocks

were rare in the American
Colonies during the mid-1700s
and most people timed the day’s
activities by the sun. Clocks had to
be imported from Europe and
were to expensive for the average
colonist.

Banneker made his clock en-

tirely from wood and although he
didn’t know it, he made the first
completely American-made clock.
He started the job in 1758 and
finished in 1761.

The young inventor said the
most difficuk part of the whole
operation was to get the hour and
minute hands to move in the
proper relationship to each other.

Within a short time, Banneker's
clock had become a tourist at-
traction, with people traveling
great distances to see the
“wonderful clock and the
remarkable man who made it.”

Later in his life, Banneker
entertained his friends and neigh-
bers by writing mathematical
problems as poetry and
challenging others to solve the
riddles.

Try this one.
. « Make me a vessel if we can

agree

The top and the bottom diameter
define

to bear that proportion as 15 to
mne

35 inches are just what I crave

No more and no less in the depth
will 1 have

just thirty-nine gallons this vessel
must hold
.« Now my worthy friend find out
if you can

The vessel's dimensions and
comfort the man!

The answer to this poem-
problem has been determined to
be 24.746 mnches in diameter at

the wp and 14.876 inches on the

bottom.
Banneker died in 1806.

And then there was Norbert
Rilieux, the Louisiana-born son of

a sugar planter and his black
mistress who invented the
multiple effect vacuum pan
evaporator, a device that
revolutionized the sugar industry.

Rilieux, born on March 17,
1806, was fascinated watching the
“Jamaica Train,”’ a line of pots
tended by slaves that was the
method used in his time for the
refining of sugar. The juice was
heated to crystallization in a series
of kettles.

The train was inefficient
because accidents involving the
boiling kettles were frequent and
the process refined sugar so

poorly that & often resembled
molasses.

After studying engineering in
Paris, Rillieux returned to
Louisiana and invented his
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evaporator system of refining
sugar. The method consisted of a
series of closed, pressurized pans
that refined sugar into the white,
crystalline product that is so
common today.

The term, ‘‘The Real M cCoy,"’
is derived from a machine
lubrication system that was in-
vented by a black man named
Elijah McCoy.

McCoy was born in Ontario,
Canadain May 2, 1844, His family
had resided in the northem part of
the United States, but they were
forced to flee across the border
because gangs of slave catchers
were invading the cities of the
North and taking black people—
free or runaway—to plantations in
the South.

He learned mechanical
engmeering as an apprentice in
Scotland and after returning to the
United States, took a menial job as
a fireman on the Michigan Central
Railroad. He had been told that
there were no jobs for black
engmeers.

Itwas the fireman job that led to
McCoy’s invention. One of his
dutics was to oil the locomotive
engines when the train made an
oilling stop. This seemed inef-
ficient to McCoy.

The resourceful black man
ended up inventing a system that
according to his own patent
description *‘. . . provides for the
continuous flow of oil on the 5
and other moving parts ?'a
machine in order to keep it
lubricated properly and con-
tmuously . . .”

His invention was widely
mitated, but the imitations didn’t
work as well as the real thing. This

prompted discriminating owners
of locomotives and other large
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equipped with GM-built endines pro-
duced by various divisions. See
your dealer for details.




