When you are five-feet, five-
inches tall and weigh 100 pounds,

it is difficult to project a strong,
assertive image. And when you
are young, cute and female, you
simply come off as a dainty,
petite, little ‘‘China Doll."’

This is the image that singer
Melba Moore is trying to tone
_dowq. A talented, vivacious singer
and dancer, she hopes to achieve
this new image through her latest
Epic Records album ‘‘Burn,” a
collection of ‘‘me’’ tunes.

“The more |1 worked in
recording studios, the more |
realized that a certain asser-
tiveness was missing in my
performances,’’ she said. ‘'l have
been trying to go in this direction
with producers for sometime now.
| think I have given them the
image of a soft, petite performer
because of my Broadway career.

“I don't want to avert the
softness, but 1 just want thore
spirt. My demeanor gives this
‘China. Doll’ impression, but the
thing that has worked for me very
well is that my personality is
enlarged by the strength and
power n my performance."’

But, t is difficult to magine a
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Melba Moore—the
Mighty Mite
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She only
weighs 100

pounds and

is determined

to project
the image
of positive
strong and
assertive.

She has.

more spirited tune than her last
hit recording, ‘‘You Stepped Into
My Life,”" which was an upbeat
disco tune from the last album.

She insists that she projectsas a
wholesome, tomboyish, girl-next-
door type. This is ironic because
the softness, the lady-like

qualities have been big pluses for
her in her show business career.
They have given her a broad range
appeal that few performers enjoy.

But, there is simply another
side to Melba Moore that is
equally as important, she says.
But it is hard to argue with suc-
cess.

Miss Moore's ‘‘surprise’’ rise
to stardom came in 1968 when she
appeared in ‘“‘Hair."’ In a year and
a half after appearing in this
musical, she went from the chorus
to the leading Yole of Sheila. The
production ran until 1970 breaking
many box office records.

A little known and reluctant
singer before appearing in
‘“Hair,"” she started her career in
New York after an abbreviated
career as a music teacher. Her
musically-oriented family en-
couraged her and she began
singing- at various nightspots
around Newark and in the Catskill

- Mountains in upstate New York.

She had been a back-up singer
with such well known artists as
Frank Sinatra, Johnny Mathis and
Harry Belafonte gaining in ex-
perience and confidence year after
year.

After leaving ‘‘Hair,”’ she co-
starred in ‘‘Purlie’’ with Cleavon

Little. This Broadway musical led
to a Tony Award from the New
York Drama Critics for her per-
formance of the song *‘‘I Got
Love.” This success led to her
doing film work.

First, she appeared in ‘‘Cotton
Comes To Harlem,”” and the
special American Film Theatre
production of ‘‘Lost In the Stars,”’
which deals with the problems of
blacks in South Africa. The career
momentum picked up and her
next part was that of Harriet
Tubman on the television special,
“The American Woman: Portraits
Of Courage."

Today she is probably better
known to her Broadway and
television appearances than for
her recordings. Her film dnd
camera appearances which in-
clude television variety show and
talk show appearances, have
caused her recording career to be
somewhat overlooked.

But undoubtedly her singing is
her most spectacular dimension.
She made a string of successful
albums, including ‘‘Peach
Melba,”” ‘“‘Melba,’”’ ‘‘This Is It,”’
which earned her a Grammy
nomination for the song ‘‘Lean On
Me’’ and ‘A Portrait Of Melba.'’

It must notbe forgotten that she

starred as Marsinah in “‘Tim-

buktu’’ in 1978 which is still
running in many major cities.

Her talk show appearances have
caused her to become very image
conscious these days. ‘“You can
see what image you are creating.
Sometimes you are not giving off
the kind of message you thi? you
are. You may be saying one thing,
but your body language and voice
may have been saying something
else. You try to be as natural as
you can, but you must stop
sometimes and reappraise
yourself and yous image.

“Ifeel thatl know who I am and
| feel that | am a very solid per-
farmer,’”’ she added. “‘But a
certain assertiveness was missing.
I might look cute, but | am not the
Racquel Welch type. The way
people respond is by trying to tell
you what you are.

“Ithink I am sensual, but more
of a Tom Girl. That's what I have
always been. In show business,
you do your best to be pretty. Why
don’t you take the opportunity to
show by your album cover that you
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