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cludes Mr. Bridgeforth himself, Miss Barbara

Perkins, Baltimore.

A. Bridgeforth, Baltimore, Mrs. Lorraine

Virginia family claims over 3,300 members

By
Elizabeth Murphy Oliver
Baltimore AFRO City
Editor
All photos by
GlascoRyales

The November, 1979
gathering of . the noted
family which boasts
roots deep in Virginia's
colonial history brought
to Baltimore's fabulous
new Convention Center
relatives from Africa, 17
states, the District
Columbia, and five of
their native counties of
Virginia.

T reunion of the
group which claims it is
the nation’s largest black
family revealed it has
many, many clans In-
cluding the Shells,the
host family from
Brunswick County plus
the Stiths, Morgans,
Bridgeforths, Taylors,
Hickses, Blackwells,
Carters, Tisdales, Mc-
Coys, and Christians
whose counties are
Dinwiddie, Nor-
thumberland, Lancaster,
Lunenburgh and
Brunswick.

The near 1000
representatives of the
family arrived by car, jet
nane, and train from all

aryland, Tennessee,
Virginia, Connecticut,
New York, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Georgia,
Michigan, New Jersey,
Arizona, Georgia,
Massachusetts, ali-
fornia, Rhode Island,
and the Distriet of
Columbia. ,f

The descendants of
Lagos, Nigeria, . are
z‘es dents of the District

who are studying in US.

colleges came from

Tennessee, New York,
Massachusetts, Penn-
sylvania and New Jer-
sey.

According to the
records compiled over 14

ears by Mrs. Thelma

oswell, a recognized
authority .of family
history and her Black-
well clan, the family 1s
traced back to the line of
Ama, a woman of the
Soninke tribe of Senegal.
Ama was bought as a
slave by James Glenn
Blackwell of Yorktown
Va.The lndividuai
records of the other clans
also reveal ancestry as
far back as the early
1700's.

The Blackwell family
tree branches out to show
the relationship of all the
clans and how they were
joined together into the
vast network of some 12
generations.

When they get together
as in October for the 1,000
Blackwells and the
others in Baltimore in
November those led by
the Shells and the
Bridgeforths, they an-
swer the call “from
everywhere’’ and more
and more mysteriously
appear to the
amazement of the rest.
As Mrs. Betlye
Graves, one of the
hostesses of the
November reunion
says, ““It always
snowballs and we meet
more relatives we have
only heard about through
the years,”

The family has indeed
left its mark upon
American and
the members who are
distinguished in all walks
of life are The
late Dr, John M. Ellison,

Shell

.

first black president of
Virginia Union
University, Bill
Cosby,the famed TV and
screen star and Arthur
Ashe, the tennis
champion are a few of
the well-known
descendants.

Others are widely
known ministers,
educators, doctors,
lawyers, federal, state
and city officials and
administrators, teach-
ers, builders, farmers,
scientists and historians.

THE SHELLS record
their history from the
root of Sonk Shell born in
1844 in Lunenburgh
County and married to
Viana Jones in 1864. The
family whose members
have spread throughout
the nation includes the
chief of an Indian tribe,

Doswell has the h-:y

from their V oun
and the printed history.

prosperous far-
carpent

ers
ministers and

There are over
grandchildren and
countless great-great-
grandchildren.

THE BRIDGEFOR-

THS have records from

the early 1800's in
Lunenburgh County from
the line of Edmond
Bridgeforth and his
seven sons. The history
read at the November
reunion listed over 400
descendants from their
marriages and their
children’s children.
THE TAYLORS
descended from John
Mark Taylor one of 10
children of the union of
James and Susan Carter
Taylor of Nor-
thumberland County and
through their marriages

branched over into
Lancaster County to
later join with the Mc-
qu and the Hickses.

HE MORGANS of
Southside Lunenburgh
County trace history to
1820 and list over 200
descendants who were
joined with the Hicks
clan and other branches
of the family.

THE CARTER'S and
the Christians stem from
the marriage of James
Carter and Amanda
Woods Carter. Their
children, Samuel Carter
and Amanda Woods and
his wife, Betty 'Alice
Taylor Carter had four
children, one of whom,
Frances, married Isaac
Christian to join the two
branches which now
forms the Carter-
Christian family group of
some six generations.

THE STITHS trace
ancestry back to the late
1700's in Dinwiddie
County where Junius and
Betty Stith settled in the
area called Corcoran.
Their records show the
ancestors migrated from
Jamaica in the
Carribeans and their
offspring migrated later
from Virginia to states
from the West Coast to
the Eastern seaboard.
Some of them are
prominent citizens of
Arizona,
Georgia,California, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut and New
York. They are joined
with the Taylors, 8
and some SOns Marrying
two sisters in other
branches are what it is
termed as double
cousins.
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