ia’s new
black principal

(See page 18)
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Fireman's family recalls hohday plans
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The unsolved Nov. 25 homicide
of a 52-year-old Woodlawn
executive and former long-time
social security employee who was
found shot in the Eead and found
lying near his car in the roadway
on Belmont Ave., is now being
called a * mystery by Baltimore
County police.

ames Edward Webster, of Lhe

Kincheloe Me
DYy a passing motorist lymg
hesouthbound lane between the
Raméada Inn and the Holiday Inn
around 4:30 a.m. He had been shot
in the head.

Police have no leads in the
murder and report, “We Liave not
been_ gble to rule out robbery
-However, police could not say "ow
much money the victim lnd ir s
pockets.

Webster was employelt a8 a
systems analyst with . Social
Security Administration
Woodlawn, His body |
and pesitioned in front of his hg

een 1978 two door Chevrolet

onza. Police report he had been
dead less than an hour and His car
key was still in the ignition.

The AFRO has learned Webster
was seen Around 1 a.m, in Mur
ray’'s Den, a club he would oc-
casionally visit on Maryland
Avenue.

Police report they are now In-

Y.

was face i"p"

Woodlawn executive's
murder still a ‘mystery’

seen with a relative earlier the
same night he was found dead.
Police are asking anyone who may
have beer in the area that morning
..J remenibers see. 2 the victim,
his vehi€le or any other vehicle to
call homicide unit, 494-2186.

" Child

.!...unudwm
.

I -fhtwlng themcmn ' 0O-WOrKers
and friends. Webster lived with his
wife, Mrs. Judith Webster in
Baltimore County and was found
dead two miles from his home.

When police were asked if he left
home alone, Lt. Lee Peters told the
AFRO, “As far as we can deter-
mine he left alone. His wife was
out of town for the holiday
(Thanksgiving).”

Police report Webster was also

AM“”M“

Amn mvf-mm-o 10 buy gifts and decerations, but the
: - ready Christmas season this year Is just
m not what it used to be.

survives

' A3- year-old ¢hild survived a ten-
fall from an apartment
in West Baltimore Thur-

cda'.Doc 13.
child identiﬂd

caﬂﬂmlﬂm lﬁ:

where le was rushed vy

following the near- fam ml
According to police reports,

Donte had been left two
ounger children, sDaron and
mon Sam a tenth-floor

Sty i e

t. by his mother, who
had gone to receive the familys
food stamps.

(Continued on page 2 )
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Child survives 10 story fall

My father lived
a good life'

IN HAPPIER DAYS — Rodney Byrd, a six-year
Department, who

veteran of the Baltimore City Fire

was found dead in his Park Avenue apartment, is

Sons say Byrd

What's happening

to Christmas spirit?

By James M. Abraham
AFRO Staff Writers

Santa Claus is coming to town
soon, but, according to.4nany
shOppers and merchants In the
Baltimore area, few people are

aware of the old saint’s im pentify®

visit. There appears to be a short
Sl.rl.dply of Christmas spirit about,
many blame it on the

spiralling prices and general lack
of money,

“I'm doing my shopping now,
before prices go up any higher,”
said Hazel Williams, of the 2000
block of Baltimore St. But it still
seems like everything is going up,
especially clothes,”

Ms. Williams added that she
doesn’t have the Christmas spirit,
“but Il get it on the 24th!’* When
asked what the Christmas spirit
was, she laughed and said, ''It's
being happy and Jolly and spen-
ding a lot of money.’

. Williams was standing on
the corner of Park Avenue and
Lexington Street in the Lexington
Mall. Around her, crowds of
shoppers bustled, but, according to

.9

Bill Howard, a local merchant,
people were buymg ess.

“Our sales are down about ten
per cent,”” he said, standing In
front of his shoe store, located in
the mall. “Although we expect the
usual last-minute rush of shop-
pers, [ doubt if that’'ll make up for
what we have lost.’’

Howard added that this was his
third year at his present location,
and that “this is the slowest
Christmas buying season he's
seen.

Debbie Duckeit, a Philadelphia
native, also was downtown In
Lexington Mall doing some
(;hrislmas shopplg

“1 plan on spending about $350
for my parents and my eight
brothers,” she said. She stated
that she didn’t mind spending the
money, because, ‘‘she wants them
to have something."

Does she have the Christmas
spirit? “Well,” she said. “As | get
older | seem to lose it more and
more.”’ She defines the Christmas
spirit as ‘‘being close to the ones
you love."

(Continued on rage b

Reach out and
touch someone now

The AFRO-AMERICAN
Newspapers Mrs. Santa has
exactly 10 more days 1o raise
$10.967 to meet her goal of $20,000.

And, if every gives just a
little bit, those Baltimore families
in need will be hel The Mrs.
Santa program non-profit
manned volunteers and all
expense of ra funds including

jpostage and dmiq
muwmodb the AFRO.

ll organizations and
ﬂllll have r nded to our

eas know in their
heartl { many families are

0l hungry  due (o cir-
' h‘ nﬁeyond their control.

Community Fund at

E oo({ic, Appliance Park-

T orctuch or this week go to
ll

the
mf'

East in Columbia, Md. for their
contribution of $1,050.

The fund was establishad in 1971
and is made up by volumary
contributions from em%oyees
The fund is managed by a Board of
Administration composed of Louis
Gentile, Ms. Margaret Rowlett,
Ms. Verna Williamson, Tom
Kaufman from the Range
Operation; Everett Harless from

the Relations and Utilities
Operation and Ms. Iva Townsend

from the Warehouse.

Each year board members vote
{0 various

nizations and the
$1.050 contribution to Mrs, Santa
was donated so that others less

on conlributions
charitable orga

g \L.‘ulllt'u on page 2 )

‘ (see column 5)

(See column 3)

shown with his wife, Mrs. Clarestine Byrd and sons
Rodney Jr., left and Gleanard Byrd.

was good father

Pam Widgeon
AFRO Staff Writer
Rodney Byrd was a father who

believed in spending time with his
sons. He taught them how to play
tennis, chess swiming, and would
often take them shopping.

He and . his wife had been
separated three months, but that
never stopped Mr. Byrdirom
seeing his two sons. Eight days
ago, Mr, Byrdand his sons,
Glenard and Rodney Jr., went
shopplng. ‘‘He bought us bracelets
and ?‘md our names engraved on
them. My father lived a good life,"”
said 12-year-old Glenard.

Around 8:25 a.m. Dec, 9, Mr.
Byrdwas found ly?ng on a bed,
wrapped in a blanket in his Park
Avenue apartment. He had been
shot twice in the head. His hands
and feet were bound by some type
of wire.

Mr. Byrd was employed with the

'll':l-lE LARG-T IONA‘I'WN ~ The
m

General Elnill
East in Cﬂ&.

Baltimore City Fire Departr ent

for six years as a firefighter. V hen
his co-workers heard about his
death, they were hbocked He
worked at Truck ComPary at
McCulloh and McMechen Sts. was
described as a 'well- llked guy who
loved to play tennis.

Police report they are «till in-
vestigating the case and no arrest
had been made at AFRO
presstime.

Ms. Virginia Henry, a friend of
the deceased told police she
became concerned when she did
not hear from Mr Byrd Friday
night and he did not report for
work. After repeatedly knocking
on his door, Ms. Henry f{lagged
down a patrol car near his apart-
ment. The officer obtained apass
key from the apartment manager
and entered the apartment.

(Continued on Page 3)
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