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By Elizabeth Murphy
Oliver
City Editor
The Ta lor - Hicks
Family reutdon held in
Bdtlnure May 11 - 13,

Taylor-chks F-mlly — .ne of the Largest In The Um'red States
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at

goa}master
altimore’s Druid
Station. disclosed that the
Taylor - Hicks Family is
In reality ‘“‘the largest in
the nation.”

He offered as proof a 6 -
page story from a
magazine published in
1977 which told of over
3,300 members.

The research done over
4 years by Mrs. Thelma
Doswell, - a Washington
D.C. specml education
'eacher, states that she

has traced the forebears
back tg 179 a

He'll be rrf':'.-‘:-re
next time

e

;P 87
fﬁ}l‘l gf “1:',*.

BILL COSBY, a native of
Philadelphia. Pa. and
menber of the Taylor -
Hicks familv., will be
present when the entire

clan from across the

natiom. over 1000 mem-
bers will assemble in
Baltimore. Bill Coshy, one
of the most prominent of
black TV, motion picture
and stage stars. is ‘‘a
cousin on the Gee family
branch’’ and from the
dorgans and the
Bridgeforths side. The
next Tavior - Hicks famil
reuanion s set for
‘sometime arounid
Thanksgiving’’ in
Ballimore. ¥or infor-
mation relatives may send
ietters to Mrs. Bettye
Shel) Graves, 3713
Barrington Rd,.
Baltimore, Md. 21217.

tarviewed numeroua
relatives.

Here is aNI{lef accomt
June, 1977, which clearl;y
shows the hmll from the

W‘F"h Hicks families —

burg and Brun-
smc Counties.

In addition, when you
Iook at the list of the

mted todn fmﬂ
tlmu'e reunion,
Blackwalls

othar branches

Mrs Doswell mentions.

(EBONY, JUNE, 1977)

In 1735, Ama, a woman
33“ the Soninke ftribe of

t 1S now Senegal, was
bought as a slave at a
lic auctie? by James
lenn Blackwell of
Yorktown, Va.

Ama’s daughter, Tab,
married Jack, an ABh&l’ltl
who had been brought to
Virginia in the middile of
the 18th century. )

Eleven generationa
later, in her Hyattsville

Md. home Mm Dosweli |

proudly unveils a 9 - by. -

12 ft. oil - on - eanvas
Blackwell family tree
listing™ every relative
(including distant cousin
Arthur Ashe) from Ama
to those born as late as
October, 1971.

“1 was at a family
reunion in 1957, and about
150 relatives were milling
around the house,”’ Mnr».
Doswell recalls.

“There were quite a few

le that I didn’t know.

e'd walk to each
other and aak “Who are
you and who are your

nts?”’ On the wa
ome I told my mother
wanted to lmou how all
these people were related
to her.”

The next day, Mrs.
Doswell went to Lunen-
burg County, Va., where
she was born to vislt her
mother’s mother

As the old woman
rocked in her chair, she
spoke of Mrs. Doswell's

randfather andhis
26 c ildren by % two
marriages.

Fascinated, Mrs.
Doswell interviewed other
family members and
obtained many names and
dates of Dirths, deaths and
marriages and in-
formation about where

lived and worked.
en n a long,
complex, time - con-

g and
coun leu other
documents.

She visited the state
archives in Richmond to
find any documents
relating to her ancestors
and the family that owned

(and perhaps mated with)
Mrs. Doswell was able

them.
todeclphar more than the

rudlnmm - born, *;

information.

Manumission
which le |
g;ecllcda aves rovided
S dmrlpﬁom
elalclll:i man, woman and
c

cupatiohs and indicated
W
value of slaves.
Sha scrovered that
African tribal names
were passed from
generdation to generation
when is gave their
offsp African names
in addition to. Anglo
names,
“This research told me
there are four races of

m&:mmd "maaya MTsy

Doawell a genealogist
since 1971 by the
Board for Certification of

Genealogists, - ‘‘“There

gere the AfI:lc:mm the
uropeans, t erican
- born People and the
Indians.’

Mras. Doswell has
copyrights on two family
trees, a family coat - of -
arms of the black
members of the Blackwell
family, various pooms
and othor writ A

t on the

("OSBY AND ASHE

Mrs. Bettye Graves,
one of the natives of
Brunswick County,  Va.
now a teacher of 36 years

€8 more

Jhr -

Bridg orth

Connaetmn “which I know

full well,” she aecentu.
The entire family will

gathered
Grave. Bﬁtlmare
aometlme around

OLDERT AND YOUNGEST — ﬁtanley Taylor (sec.....
left) the oldest member of the Taylor-Hicks family at

the reunion received the
Tree and also on behalf

amed drawing of the Family
‘the entire clan the AFRO

citation presented by Elizabeth M. Oliver, City Editor.
His wife is right. Far left is Mrs. Mae Fortune, daughter
of Eliza Hicks Williams, who was named *“The Mother
Figure’’ since she and her mother welcomed and loved
all family members through the years. The youngest
person present at the Baltimore reunion is the cute tot,
Jerome Harrison, age 3, who is the son of Herbert and
Mrs. Lillian Harrison of New York.

Hill, Va., the Morgan

Branch of the family.

Bill Cosby and Mrs.
Graves have often talked
about it, she notes.

erdore with the help

of the AF'ROill - ¥ mr
newspapers
Mnm. Graves expects the
family will arrive in
Baltimore "D the
thousands”’ in the late
Autumn.

“Once the news gets on
:lllae ]flamll apevine,

ey’'ll su appear,”
she states.
dhm family is certainly
Formmﬂo one of the
cnier t at ?ht:owﬂgm
present a ore
réunion is J Reid
who gradua from
Harvard University Law
School June 8. 1979.

His brother, Vernon

-Reid, a student at
.NavalAc-demywbentn

wWas 17. was ﬁradnmd
from Indiana V'niversity
and is now a bend

‘specialist in Baltim

.Iamumm

ﬁbﬂ%

Sister Reid is
a masters degree

The four are children of
Mrs. Ardelia " - Reid
Lokeman and the late
:’terl}o!tlh Reid. Their

epiather is ' James
Lokeman

THE BANQUET
BUT BACK to the
ﬁlﬂan of the more
500 Taylor - Hicks
Family in Baltimore, the
rogram at the final

uet at the Pikesville
Hilton Hotel was a

brilliant affair, a seated
dinner from “soup to

nuts”’, and hm
““‘the wee hours”, an
occasion befitting such a

distinguished famil
Mrs. Etta Davis gf

Baltimm presided.
The printed prturam
cover pa(se held

flmﬂy
e oy i

member

Taylor, age 7 w

way was accompgnied

fromNewYork four

%h aor

risaved, 3'- e APRO
‘““‘which - from
Lunenburg a Brun-

Counties,

The tree was originally

Elsie Johnson
of mhh, one of the
ounger members

of the

“lﬂﬂr Hicks descen-

Wdeome was given by
Ganntt Holt and the

Light
descendants of the
deceased members

A silent {rayer was
followed by the songs of
all the youngest mem-
bers.

Tributes went to Hattle

ur;eredm;h wego

Taylor }hnlaid and
Fortune from Mrs. Ar
delia ‘Lokeman, Edith
Watkins and Ann Holt.
Special recognition
went to Stanlem! aylor,
the oldest Jerome

hla

" Harrison, 8 - year - old -

son of Herbert and Lillian
Harrison of New York.
WE'RE ALL ONE

wm. Gertrude Black-

ailey, noted poetess
andauthorofthraebooks
a native of Meredithsville.
Brunswick County, Va.,
read her poem dedicated
to the family.

The poem contained in
“If'Words Could Free Us”
book 18 in its 8th printing.
She ig.the daughter of
Gertrude and Frank
Blackwell.

Mrs. Bailey summed u
the reunion, “We're all
one family. We have the
same blood running in our
veins. We have a

to the

‘*Unsung

Her oes”’ John C. Taylor,
Marshail Moore and
Samuel” Hicks; ongme
their m contrtbu ons
and Eric

’ ‘llace

% for the gaiety
the

ill, Essie
Jrazer,

mra

Deanna Smith, Kathi

Phyllis Boyd, Linda

Reid
Carrimton and Barbara

Ta l'g!or and Garland
Hicks
married Sophia
Hawthorne.
Mrs. Graves discloses
other later members
one
Branch and
Gee Murphy a Baltimora
school prmcipal Mrs.
Mable Ossaru Gee,
Samuel Brewington, a
school r . Mrs.
Murphy is the ter of
Mary and John Gee.

(Continued tn Page 7)

David Tavior. Jvhn C. Tavior Je. and John C. Tavier I
and Phillip Tavior, all of New York.

FOUR GENERATIONS UF THE TAYLOR MEN in.
clude (L TO R) Juohn 0. Tuvior, Baltimore. iune of the 13
children of llatllr aM \lunfard Tavier; Stanley Tavior,

row) Ernestine Bridgeforth, Joyece Bridgeforth,
Leonard Bridgeforth, Clarese Stith, Tania Bridgeforth.
(REAR) Ernestine Bridgeforth Stith, Marie Williams,
Karen Webb, Andy Webb, all of Ballimgre,

o R, standing, front row ) James tirade, Ava Bridge-
Mth. Pear]l Green, Ola Grade; Marie Willlams, Arche
Stith, Cecelia Norwosd, ivendolyn Watson. all of
Balllmorv Mary Bovd, New York; Edith Brown,

Roslvn E'iderlh Janien I‘Iridgv-fm'th (L to R, vecond

of the evening was set by
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