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A few top Baltimore AFRO news

Do you remember?

MANDEL GUILTY

Maryland Gov. Marvin
Mandel was convicted
August 23 of corruption in
office after 133 hours of
jury deliberation,

The jury included two
black Marylanders.

Mandel, 57, was found
guilty of federal charges
of mail fraud and
racketeering and could be
sentenced to prison.

On the day of sen-
tencing, he was stripped
of his power under state
law,

Mandel was convicted
of accepting between
$3500,000 and $400,000 in
~gifts and benefits from his
co-defendants and in
return, influencing race

Mandel’'s .five
codefendants - Irvin
Kovens, W. Dale Hess,
Harry W. Rodgers III,
William A. Rodgers and
Ernest N, Cory Jr — were
also convicted on the mail
fraud and racketeering
charges.

Mandel admitted under
oath he accepted the gifts,
but he denied having been
bribed. He said he ac-
cepted the gifts because
they were from his
friends.

Among the presents
were expensive business
suits, diamond jewelry for
his family and paid
vacations,

The single biggest item
came {from Irv Kovens —
$155,000 in tax free bonds.

The bonds were used to

“conservative $140,000”
and said it was a bribe,

— Mandel joined a
$316.000 Eastern Shore,
Md,, land deal called
Ray’s Point, Inc., saying
he wanted a place to
retire when he left publi¢c

office. Mandel paid $150
for his share in the deal,
Prosecutors placed a
$45.000 value on Mandel's
investment and calledit a
bribe.

— In 1974, Mandel
received $42,000 to finance
his divorce. The mone
was funneled throug

wife, Barbara, when they

separated in 1973.
Mandel testified he

planned to repay Kovens

the money pius interest

after leaving politics.

Some of the other gifts
and benefits Mandel was
accused of accepting:

- Mandel admitted

receiving $15,000 from
Security Investment Co.,
a multimillion dollar firm

‘which leases buildings to_

the federal government,
He said it was for back

legal fees, Prosecutors
valued his interest at a

several businessmen
from a Catholie
missionary order — The
Pallottine Fathers.
Mandel insisted it was a
loan.

— Mandel admitted
accepting another $12,000
from the Pallotine
Fathers for his second
wife, Jeanne, He said the
money was used for her
legal expenses to seek
child support from her
first husband.

McDonald land at Mondawmin #

During
months of 1977, members
of the Mondawmin Mall

community fought long

and hard to prevent a

the first few

mall’s parking lot,

The community felt that
if the restaurant were

built it would cause a
downhill slide for their

said construction of the
restaurant would bring
jobs in for blacks youths
and generate revenue.,

In the end the City
Council
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"A New Day For Black Americans’’
Over Two Million Readers
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MARYLAND GOVERNOR CONVICTED — After 133 hours of jury
deliberation, former Governor Marvin Mandel was convicted in August of

mail frand and racketeering.

track legislation for their
benefit.

McDonald’'s Restaurant

pay off Mandel’s first from being built on the

community.,

dinance authorizing the
McDonald’s supporters

construction.

Sugar Ray undetfeated
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OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL winner, Sugar Ray Leonard turned pro in 1977
and remains undefeated in the light welterweight class.

Another milestone

Judge Cole named

to Court of Appeals

On Monday, Dec. 12
Raltimore City Supreme
Bench Judge Harry Cole
was sworn in as a judge on
Maryland’s highest court,
the Court of Appeals.

The swearing - in
ceremony followed 45

days of political pon-
dering by Acting Gov.
Blair Lee.

But the decision was
made and after 23 years of
public seryice in various
positions, Judge Cole

finally moved up the

ladder,

Adding to the confusiou
following the deliberation

and announcement o
Judge Cole’s ap
intment, Acting Gov

{

stated he would have

appointed another black.
(Judge Joseph

judge

Howard) had he been
nominated by the Ap-

ellate

Judiciary

jominating Commission.

City residents protest

Castside prison site

The Continental Can’
prison mess was in the
news most of the year'

beginning in the General

Assembly in January and

ending this month with a
court suit filed in Anne
Arunde! County,

'l‘hé situation was that

Fast Baltimore residents
did not want another

prison built in theur peigh-

‘nicely where the

borhood. However, state

officials felt a new 890-bed
prison facility would fit
present
Continental Can building
now stands on Biddle
Street.

The Maryland Black
Legislative Caucus fought
it in the General
Assembly and almost had
the issue licked when one

of the legislators failed tq

register her vote which
‘would have ended the

entire matter,

The Eastside com-

‘munity
the courts

ht the issue In
ter on in the

year but lost. Later Ac-
ting Gov. Blair Lee 1ll
ordered a whole new
facility built rather than
renovating the existing

building,
i

High black unemployment

August government figures showed 14% of city adults and 40% of black youths without jobs

Teacher, businessman

hotel murder victims

. A Baltimore City elementary school teacher

.and a New York businessman were found slain

in a Pikesville Hilton Hotel room Aug. 3.
Police at first ruled the deaths of Sondra

. McMeekin and Allan Phipps murder and

snicide but an AFRO investigation revealed

that they both were murdered.
Police admitted a few weeks later that the

‘deaths were homicide and by the end of August

the AFRO had tied a local politician to the case.

The murders of Ms. McMeekin and Phipps
were the second that month. A few days before
their deaths, Linda Kane and Nathaniel “Junior
Bunk’’ Johnson were found dead on the front
seat of 4 rented car in Prince George’s County.

A few weeks later the AFRO reported the
murder of Elijah “Ditty. Wo” Davis, a well «
known dope lord in the city.

Davis had been shot to death in his car as he
sat in front of Doug’s.Pool Hall on Calhoun

Street.

All the murders are said to be connected.

Hanafis hold
130 hostages

in nation's capital

Hanafi Muslims seized
hostages in  three
buildings in Washington,
D.C. in March, 1977. A
Howard University
student was killed during
the takeover and Marion
Barry, a D.C, city
councilman, was woun-
ded.

The Hanafis held about
130 persons captive in the
District Building (D.C.'s
city hall), B'nai B'rith
headquarters and the
Islamic Center for 39
hours.

The armed takeover
raised questions about
how much and what type

of coverage the news
media should devote to
acts of terrorism
weighing the publics righE
to know against the
possibility of sparking
other such acts by persons
seeking notoriety.

That same week, Cory
Moore held a police
captain hostage in
Warrensville Heights City
Hall (Ohio) demanding a
personak talk with
President Carter,

The AFRO talked to Dr.
Addisen Pope, a
psychiatrist, to find the
underlying causes of
violence.

1977 tax increase,
long, cold winter

Another major story
that affected Maryland
residents was the 1977
legislature’'s decision to
raise the sales tax 1 per
cent to a total tax of five
per cent,

The iIncrease was ex-
pected to produce an
additional $100 million in
state income and

rovided some of the

nds that allowed the
state togend the year with
as \llion surplus,

Mary residents also
were affected by the long,
cold winter, which caused
scarcities in home heating
fuel supplies - for some

ersons in Western

aryland and the

Eastern Shore and froze

much of the Chesapeake
Bay and other =s'ate
walerways,

]

Watermen and the
seafood industry lost at
least $25 million in income
because of the thick coat
of ice on many water-
ways.

The National Guard People Helpmg Pe0ple

was forced to fly
emergency supplies of
food and medicine to ice-
bound island residents,

Daily runs were made
between Baltimore and
the Chesapeake and

Delaware Canal to keep

shipping lanes open.
A nearly two-month-

long dock strike against

containerized cargo at the
Port- of Baltimore

resulted in revenue losses .

of at least $26 million —
$34 million less than
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TV DANCER - RESTAURANT owner Linda Carole Kane, 25, was the vietim

of a July gangland style execution in Prince George's County,

of the same Kkilling was Nathaniel (Jr. Bunk) Johnson Jr., convicted nar-

colics dealer.

The United Way

NEW MOTEL
CO.

Nice air conditioned
rms. & TV $9.00-9.50.

$10.00 tax included. One
bed for 2 people.

4601 E. MONUMENT
ST,

EA. 7-5900

ARE YOU AWARE OF
LEGAL RIGHTS?

FREE INITIAL
Legal Consultation on:
rersonal Injury Claims
Workmen’s Compensation Claims
Divorce and Separation Agreements-
Criminal Cases

Call for appt.
. 539-6339

SAIONTZ & KIRK P.A.

Attorneys at Law

INA Bldg. 8th f].
303 E. Fayette St,

Also a victim .

Merry Christmas
DAWN Readers from

A Supplement To The Following Newspapers :




