Mother tells other side of Wendell Beard

Mrs. Mildred Griffin.
mother of escape artist.
Wendell M. Beard. has
charged the last alleged
escape (ry by her son was
§et up by police and jail
guards to get rid of him.

The mother also ex-
pressed her objection to
references to Beard as “a

young killer” and to alle-

Beard, 20, who police
records show has 10-wvear
arrest record including
mansiaughter, auto theft,
larceny and mugging, was
shot and wounded Dec. 23
- as Jail authorities alleged
he tried to make his fourth
escape.

Correctional authorities

licemen who have arrested
him. know me. He has E
kind and loving mother,
Mrs. Griffin stated.
Accompanying Mrs. Grif-
fin was Mrs, Loretta Dun-
can. Beard’s aunt who de-

scribed the prisoner as a
kind, warm-hearted and
sweet person.

gations that he comes from
a ‘‘broken home."”

“All that the Police De-
partment 1§ doing is to
make him look bad, but he
1S not. Deep inside he is a
sweet person. His father

never walked away {rom
home and I'm not his step-
mother.”

Mrs. Griffin, a mother of
four and a resident of 100
block Colvin St., came to
the AFRO Mohday to set
‘4 he record straight”
about ‘“‘all those police
lies” about Beard.

‘“‘He has always lived
with mé. I'm his mother
and I'm there whenever he
needed me. As many po-

cuffs and iron legs, opened
the door of a moving prison
van and led guards on a
wild, 20-minute chase
through allevs until he was

finally shot by one of the
guards.

* * %

her contention
was set up,
posed the
“How could he
have taken off those
shackles and handeuffs
under the noses of all those
armed guards?”

The truth of the case, ac-

report he slipped off hand-
cording to Mrs. Gnriffin, is
that they set him up so

-
erlcan they could “get rid of

) | 2. T 2 L L him.” She stated on her
" R+ o0 R Tl 4 A * iR S i ' last visit to Beard he said
| : | he escaped because he
thought the opportunity
presented itself

“That is the kind of ha-
rassment we have been
living with. They rip oft
phones, Kick down doors
and beat my family and
neighbor whenever they

2 ..
| come looking for him.
“Instead of calling him a
young killer, or making
him Sfeem inhuman and
degrading him they should

try to help him. He is ery-
ing for help. I don't want
vole at 9:45 pm. Some
delegates were so enraged

anvbody to call him a Kill-
they waiked off the floor,”

er,
Mrs. Griffin explained
he revealed.
The entire

Beard was never found
Black Caucus

guilty of manslaughter
charges. She sald he was
the bill and voted ‘Yea.’
Del. L.ena K. Lee was ex-

placed on probabtion for
the charge when he alle-
cused from participation in
the vote lor reasons of ill-

gedly killed a 16-vear-old
youth in a gang fight.

ness.

Del.

Beard began his esca-
pades on Sept. 16 when he
fled the Jessun Correction-
al Camp Center, where he

houseiold workers. in-

cluding maids, gardeners

and babysitters to keep in

mind that, “The responsi-

bility for buyving.the insur-
ance 1s the holuse owne:'s
and not the emmplovee’'s.”
To qualify for compensa-
tion coverage these work

Backing
that Bear.
Mrs. Gritiin
question:
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THE ESCAPE ANTICS of Wendell M. Beard have
become something of a nightmare to city correc-
tional and police officers who are always tricked
and out-witted by the man they have named the
“real rahbit.” A grim-faced officer leads Beard to
a waiting van after he was captured in one of his
escapades. .

does not protect the Ayer-
age Weekly Wage of the
domestic as it does for
other workers.

Moreover, household em
ployees, particularly laose
who are black are omitted
from permanent disability
coverage altogether be-
cause their income will not
approach the normal wage,
for which maximum pay-
ment is required.

Throwing some light on
the subject, Del. Young as-
serts, ‘‘We: had to gel
something on the books. We
compromised to the bone
with the forces which fought
the bill the hardest for rea-
sons that thev were the
ones most affected by it.

“In the coming session ol
the General Assembly our

Bill watered, compromised fo get passage

The new law, effective
Jan. 1, which requires em-
plovers of part-time and
gomestic employees to pro-
Vide workmens com-
pensation Insurance cov-
erage” for those workers,
will give little or no finan-
cial protection to blacks

Its author, Del.
Young (D), admits, “‘The
bill i1s weak In some
serious areas and needs to

be strengthened.”

One of those serious
areas is illustrated bv the
answer to a question which
the AFRO put to Mrs. Vir-
ginla Barnes, secretars
and director of adminis-
iration to the Workmen's
Compensation Commission

who will suffer serious dis-
ability from on-the-job In-
juries.

The law, only the second
of its kind In the country,
brings the long negi.ected
domestic worker under ihe
umbrella of full medical in
surance protection.

Larry Legislative

sunported

(Contihued on Page 2)

Young cautions

Ashbys in divorce court

The divorce court action
of the Horace Ashbvs has
witnessed several stormy
sessions since the husband
[lled for partial divorce
March 1975.

for coodempt of court.
Appearing before Judge

trouble with vou d... Jews
1s,”” at which time the corut
Robert B. Watts in Circuit intervened that all parties
Court on Dec. 19. 1975, in the matter leave.

court records show Mr, o

Ashby allegedly grabbed Sheldon Friedman, attor-
ers must earn at least $2X0 In the latest devel- his wife's attorney by the ney for the wife, Mrs.
in cash during a 13-week opment, Dec, 22, 1975, Mr. arm and in a loud and Elsie M. Ashby, objected
period. According to the Ashby risked being heid abusive wvoice said, ‘“The to the court at the use of
Job Research Information - wewws  such abusive language and

The law offers benefits
for six areas of injuries
One of them, Temborary
Partial Disability provides
payment of 50 per cent oi
the difierence between the
emplovee's average weexl

s 4

MRS. SANTA MONEY FOR FIRE VICTIMS —
The Skyscraper Emergency Aid I{adiu-(‘umnmn‘il}'
presented $152 to victims of the fatal Dee. 20 fire
in the 1900 block of N. Chester St. through the
AFRO's Mrs. Santa Monday alternoon. Mrs. Maggie
Prvor (left) is seen receiving the money for the fire
vietims from Mrs. Santa's helper, Mrs. Vanessa

Johnson.

Fire victims get help

from 'beautiful’ people

By Roman Hankewycz

“People have been so
kind with giving us food,
c¢lothing, and money, that |
just can't express my grat-
itude. “Fhey've been just
beautiful.”

This was the statement
of Mrs. Maggie Pryor as
she accepted $152 Monday
from the AFRO's Mrs.
Santa Fund for the victims
of a fatal Dec. 20 fire in
the 1900 block of N. Ches-
ter St.

The money was given to
the Mrs. Santa Fund by
the Skyscraper Fmergency
Aid Radio-Conmymunity for
the victims that include
two children who died dur-
ing the fire, their mother
Mrs. Sonderline Anderson,
26. two of her other chil-
dren and her fiance,
Roosevelt Lawler, 41, who
were Iinjured during the
fire and one son Oran An-

derson, 10, who escaped in-
Jury,
S

Mrs. Pryor, aunt of Mrs.
Anderson, sald the family
lost most of their posses
sion§ in the blaze, including
their brand new furniture.

funeral ex.
two dead
Crystal [Palmer,
Andre Lawler, 14
months. totalled close to
$1.000. hut state &id was
only $200.
. L

To add to the familv's
troubles, Mrs. Pryor states
that one of the hospitalized
children, Daniel Anderson,
4, who was to be released
this week, will have to pay
regular daily visits to the
hospital for ftreatment of
his burns.

Josephine ‘&nriof:h(vn. 6,

addition,
{or the

In
penses
children,
3. anda

(Continued on l‘agf 8)

Elks lodge sued for bias

Sult has been filed by
Mrs. Glenna Bryant, moth-
er of the 8-vear-old Anna-

lis voungster who was
aken off the Elks lodge
baseball team because of
his race.

Her attorney, Kenneth L.
Johnson, filed in Federal
Court In Baltimore asking
a total of $10.000 damages
Also acting on her behalf
are attornevs of the Wash-
ington Lawvers Committee
for Civil Rights.

The U.S. District Couwrt
was told that the voung
ster, Tony Bryant, hecrme
a membér of the KElks
baseball team during the
summer of 1975. Docu.
ments placed before the
court state he pald a sum
of 88 to join

Mrs. Bryant states that

the team because of his
race, his civil rights were
violated

: told the court
the KElks' team 1is sup-
ported in part by Anne
Arunde! County taxpavers'
funds. The baseball fields
theyv sometimes use are
places of public accom-
modation, the documents
on file nots

The class-action suit 1s
directed to officials of the
Annanolis Elks Lodge No.
22 and the group in gener-
al.

She also

Members of the fraternal

order claimed, at the time
of the incident In Seplem-
ber, 1975, they found the
team had too manv mems-
bers and decided to drop
the lext three youngsters

when her son was put off who signéd up. .

wage and his wage earning
capacity thereafter but not
1o exceed 50 per cent of the
state average weekly wage
or $87.93.

The aquestion: An em-
plovee earns $2.20 an hour
or $17.60 per dav, She
works for employer A on
Monday; B on Tuesday; C
on Wednesday: D on
Thursday and E on- Fri
day: earning an average
weekly wage of $88.

The emmlovee has a fall

mendation

Poole.
comptrollers Crime Study
Commission,

only
with “problem

while working for emmlover
D and suffers: temporar
partial disabilityv. Can she
t‘“{]}f‘{‘f {0 receive S:"HI:'{ n
compensation while she's
unable 1o work?

The answer: ‘“No. She
can be awarded com
pensation only on the in-
come derived from empluy-
er D.

That amounts to $17.60

Danie! T, Doherty, chair-
man of the commission ex-
plained: ""Any employee
earning - $25 or less per
week from the employer
In question can

wages."”
- - -
The point then, is that
while the law does provide
full medical coverage i

ithe

expect 1o
receive the full amount of

aim will be to make some
amendments and pul more
meat into the bill. For the
present we were glad o
get away with as mucn as
we did. To give you an
idea of the kind of opposi-
tion the bill n:\et_:
»

“It was introduced to the
floor at 4:30 pom. on & Fri-
day and we got It t0o a

"’:F-

-

REV. EDNA ISAAC of the
Famed Greene Sisters, will
sing America at the Jan.
11, 3 p.m. etledbratinng  al
Orchard Street  Church
when the old slave monu-
ment feted bg U.S., staet
and city officials as (e
first on the esteemed Na-
tional Record of. Historie
Places,

this

Center of the Departmeni SR

of Emnlovment Security
will affect approxi-
mately 5,000 persons state-
wide and something less
than half that number in
Baltimore City.
- - -

Cartently, ¥he minim
wage lor these workers
$2 per hour; beginning
Jan, 1 the amount Increas-
es to $2.20.

It is important also to re
member that failure 1o
provide this coverage for

these long neglected work-
ers can result in penalties
including the pavment ol
medical bills, con-
pensation  for (however
limited) loss earning
ability.

The law provides. for
fines of $500 to $5.000 ana
from one day to one vear
in jail. Also the employer
man be required to pay an
assessment for the unin-
sured comoensation fund ol
up to $1.650.

Companies that fail or
refuse to write workmen s
commpensation for part-time
emplovees should be warn-
ed that under the new oW
emplovers are liable even
If the part-time employee

of

(Continued on Page 2)

IN HAPPIER DAYS —

Mr. and Mrs. Horace

Ashby in AFRO 1966 lile photo.

at being assaulted by Mr.
Ashby. Court records state,
‘““All parties were escorted
from the courtroom by the
court officer on duty.”

Mr. Ashbvy was sched-
uwled to appear in Circuit
Court Dec. 23, 1975. His
wife accused him of as-
saulting her “during Sep-
tember or October 1974."

A supplemental bill of
complaint was filed by Mr.
Ashby on Nov. 26, 1975
when he decided to change
from a partial divorce and

ask for a complete divorce.
His attorney is John S§.
Wood.

Mr. Ashby is - asking.the
court that, “He be
awarded the care, guard-
janchipn and custody of
their one minor child.”

* ¥ %

The couple, married May
5 1956. has two chilaren,
one age 18. Mr. Ashby Jr.,
lives on Wyndmeor Place.
His wife, Mrs. Ashby lives
on Fairfax Rd.

Mr. Ashbv elaims, “He
conducted himself as ‘&
kind. considerate and lov-
ing husband, “His wile
continuously no7ged4, ™ -
miliated and embarrassed
him.” “according to his tes-

(Continued on Page 2)

Sen. Welcome's task force wants youth work camps

(UPI])
ler
has

City Comntrol-
Hyman A. PFPressman
applauded a recom-
by a special
task force that urged crea-
tion of a work camb lor

[

young criminal offenders,

Wade
the

and
chairman

Pressman
of

both sald the
mav be the
to dealing
vouths.”

The task force was set
up by State Sen, Verda F.

work camp

solution
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Welcome,
aller sne
Lthe sireet
Dec. 9.

D-Baltimore,
mugged on
her home

WdSs
neal

® B B
During the mugging the
seénator was robbed of over
$200 and struck on the
head with a blackjack. She
was able to describe Lhe
vouth and his attire to po-
lice buf no arrests have

heen made.
* %

l.ess than

later Del.

weeks
l.ee.

IWO
Lena K.

DIDN'T IT SNOW, LORD - It started just before
dawn Jan. 1 and in blizzard proportions, But, be-
fore the morning was gong the New Years sur

[

while walking from her car
o her home, was ap-
proached by a |
armed with a pistol who
slole her wallet containing
'‘CJUST A FEW DOL-
“Just a ‘flew dollars,” she
told police. No arrests were
made In that incident el-
ther,

Both lePislators have
long been supportiers ol
moves to bring more .oul
patrolmen into residential
communities

“"People are

’

living 1In

fear."” the senator saud,
must do something to
check this rising crme
rate belore 11s Just oo
late.”

we

force also rec-
ommended creation of an
auxiliary police force In
Baltimore to help reduce
the citv's erime rate, Mrs
Welcome sald she 1s pre-
filing legislation that would
establish such a police
force
Pressman

The task

and his crime

" “tﬂ' i '

prise snow had melted in the city and only traces

were left in the suburbs.
> t_M'tl.o sail

phote by Roman Hankewyes)

commission have called
repeatedly for a syvstem ol
Work camps NsSIng aban-
doned Army cam\ps across
the slale

Pressman said the
camps would be a weilcome
alternative to releasing
juvenilies to societv.

“The time has come
when we muast siton I’I'tbl"
coddling these juveniies
and. let them Know {ha
thosé ““Mo commit erimes
will have to pav a debt 1o
society by losing their free-

AFRO
Lucky
ﬁucks

‘emember.
AFRO

sl

your

BlLHCKS
14/6. It
ace 0! 16..v01
Will have a chance of win
mng 59, $10, or $20 in the
coniest.

The certificates number
and cash value. will
published Tuesdav* and
Friday 1h the AFRO. i
your numoer appears, vou
di'e® & winner

Tuesday winners w
nave to collect their wins
nings not later than 4 p.m
on Thursday of the same
week of publication. Win.
ning numbers appearing in
Friday’'s AFRO must be
collected by 4 pm. Mon-
day

) a ¢ B
DuUucks certificate
dicate a humbe:

sower (ronl porton.

Lucky

good 1In
are overthe

dl ¢
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AFRO Luck
will In

an tha

(suarnieri.
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dom.” Pressman said.

Other members of the
task force are, Delegates
lena K. lLee, Walter R.
Dean, Judge Robert B.
Watts, Col, William *‘Box"

Harris, David Sloan, Lt. J.
[1irgm Butler, Dr. M.
F.dward A.
Chance, Mesdames Rose-
mary D. Douglass, Flossie
Dedmond, Rosaland R. Lee
and Dr. Henry C. Wel

colne.

INSTALLATION MONDAY

w The Rev, Dr. Alired
C.1D. Vaughn will be in
stalled noon Jan, 5 as pres
ident of the Baptist “Min-
isters Conference of Baltl-
more and Vicinity and wil
hegin serving his secon
term. Services will be held
at Grace Memorial Baptist
Chureh, 1100 N, Eden St
with Dr. James L. Meaye

presidllg. :

—.7- -




