| r Toussaint

Iﬂll.

“L'Ouvertuge” is French for “the open-
: -‘-" : ?
‘L’'Ouverture is ihe name a former Haitian

slave took when he rou to lead this Canb-
bean island out of bondage.

of Haiti's struggle for independence.

" In all ways he was a remarkable man and
. $hat nation’s zrg;test hero.

Doﬂod Nonlm

He deflqd Nlmlwns armies; He learned
%o speak several languages. He began his fight
as a middle-aged man. Withoul prior mili-
tary training, he organized a splendid army.
Toussaint is still the brightest memory of
West Indies history. This is his story.

. Haiti is an Arawpk Indian name meaning

: *pigh lands” but thé French settlers renamed

- r Saint - Domingué (Dough-min-gway) and

. - #t was in Nortbem‘ Saint-Domingue that
Toussaint was born about 1743.

in a large Iamil)". Just who his actual father
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He fought against Na
mdependence for hls pe

Toussaint L'Ouverture was the first leader S

: " "Ris mother was, like himself, a slave.-
Her name, Pauline. He was the .oldest son
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was is tf -erlam Some said he was a colored
freedmr; "Pierre Baptiste.

F-Hm‘ lvl' not, Baptiste had great influ-
ence w 2 the boy. The older man had

been H _.ht by Jesvit priests and he passed
this klb ﬂ.dﬂ on to young Toussaint.

'l'oussf ot and his falmly were in bondage

. on the F ntatlon Breda. His first duties were

as a heL 'man, then as stable boy and finally
as a m hman.

Tousg mt learned” to read and write,
astoundi:] accomplisnments for a slave. He
rose to"f high position on the plantation,
though * ﬂl in bondage. He married a girl
pamed ¢ nnne They had two chll%ren

| SLhﬂE ly, thoughtful, none of his fellow
slaves l1_'=__, his masters realized that he would

J"""{rl]"-'

- be the % an to lead the -slaves against the

colonist> and push the French off the island.

7 |

To g back a bit, it should be understood
that Sa** -Domingue at that time was a
Frmch = assessmn having been won from the

Spanmh > uder terms of a treaty drawn in 1697.

Rich Frenchmen
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Rlch~_3‘rench planters made rr.:lhons off
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 Qurverture

1)

- Hero

It was a rich territory. In a »ew book,
] jberators and Heroes of the West Indian
Ijslands,” written by Marion F. Lansing, a
clear picture of Haiti's social structure 1S

presented.
the sweat and labor of their slaves. Planta-

tions produced coffee, cotton, cocoa, tobacco

+«nd most important, sugar.
Said the author: =

“But though on the surface, the colony

flourished, its prosperity rested on unedsy
foundations. T}nncwhowtﬂﬂnwll& it
produced did ‘not do a stroke of werk: o

produce that wealth.

“I#s labor was slave laber, carried.  on
under the mest crvel and oppressive con-
ditions.”

Miss Lansing also revealed that *“ there
were in the year 1789 only- 32,000 resident

__whites, and 24000 freedmen (mostly mulat-
"~ toes with mixed background of white and col-

ored parents) while there were at least

180 000 slaves.”

That great mass of oppressed people could
‘not be beld in check forever by the French
rulers and when ‘the French revolution be-
: -29_jts battle cry of liberty and equali-

vy panned the ocean even echoing in the

slave. cabins.

Island Unrﬂf

&

Unrest spread in Saint-Domingue.

The freed mulattoes, many of whom owned
slaves and estates, but were still denied repre-
sentation in the government, tried to revolt,

but their insurrection was put down.

'I'he slaves were still silent, still unorgan-
1zed No one gave them much, thought despite

the unrest in other circles.

. Drums, something like African jungle
drums, began fo pound during the summer

toid

of 1791. The plantation owners were

this drumming meant only that the slaves

were practicing voodoo ceremonies.

But they were not.. The drums beat loudest
on August 14, 1791, Their message spelled out
revolt. The revolution began eight days later.

The leaders were fthree slaves,

colored people burned out plantations,
cane fields.

Toussaint Waited

Toussaint did not join the first tidal .wave

of revolt.

He saw to it that 'the absent Breda planta-
tion owner's wife was sgved from the upris-
ing-and only when he knew she was safe, did
he gather his people and join forces,with the .

colored armies.

Tw;suint soon proved his ability as a
leader. Troops under his command soon be-

came the best division_in the new army.

In this confusion, Spanish troops crossed
the border into Saint Domingue. They were
joined by many Frenchmen angry with the
Among *°

cruel ways of the commissioners.
those who joined was Toussaint.

From

Liberators And Heroes Of
T he West Indian Islands

Jean

Francois, Bookman, and Bissau. From planta.

tion to plantation, the uprising spread. The
sugar

generals “‘Liberty, now and Yorever. The
rights of Spanish citizenship.”
Seven months later, Toussaint broke

with the Spanish. He had learned that France

had just abolished slavery in anl the colonies.
Spain still had slave - colonies.

Kept His Principles

To Toussaint, it would be better to fight
with a2 nation that had repounced slavery than
with one that still approved of it. '

In 1795, their power spent, Spanish forces
left Haiti for good and all of the island was

French once more.

For his military victories on the side of
the French, Toussaint was made commander
in chief of the French troops-in Haiti and im
1801, he became the supreme commander.

In full power, Toussaint liberated all
slaves, gave them land to work and saw %
i that they received a share of the creps

they produced.

Toussaint ruled in the name of tre French
Republic but in time, his rule was endangered
by Napoleon who had become dictator of
I'rance. The Republic was dying.

Drafted - Constitution

Té offset this, L'Ouverture had a general
gssembly elécted and this congress drew up
a comnstitution which gave Haiti self - govern-

ment.

He sent a copy to Napoleon.

This was like throwing a pie in the die-
tator’s face.

Napoleon sent 20,000 veteran troops
across the ocean to Haiti and after several

months of battle gained much of the island.

After defeat. Toussaint agreed to retire te
his farm. He did so.

A French general ipvited him to discuss
political matters that stll had to be worked

out Toussaint accepted and walked nto a
trap. |

He was made prisoner, taken to France
where he was jailed in a fortress.

General Leclerc, in charge of. French
troops in Haiti, toid Napoleon that “You
cannot keep Toussaint at teo great a dis-

tance from the sea nor in a place foo se-
cure.”

The French feared this former slave that
much.

In a tiny cell on April 7, 1803, Toussaint
died after eight months of imprisonment.

The French still held the balance of power
in Haiti but ‘it could not last for long. Tous-
saint ‘L’Ouverture by leading the slaves to
freedom had-unleashed a black whirlwind that
Napoleon and all his armies could not subdue.

Much was still to- be done by other men
before Haiti was free of foreign yoke but
Toussaint-had cast the die — bhe had won

(reedom for his people so that they could
fight to preserve that freedom.

He was this land’s first and greatest hero.

The Book

By Marion F. Lansing

Published by L. C. Page and Company, Boston

Price $4.00
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WEDDING PAI'I’Y Mr ond Mrs. Chester Harmon immediately after the
" of honor, Mrs. Eléine Penderhughes, sister to the bride, ond bod m,

And So:
She ‘Was Wed

She chose a dress of iceblue lace and met,
designed in the strapless style, with a tight-
fiting bodice.

The gown had a detachable jacket of lace,.
and the full net skirt had a peplum of lace
that fell almost to the hem.

AT WORK - Dlrodmg the " destinies of the Happilond
Numry

£ ] 2,
11111

“With this ring 1 thee wed.” What lovely

words for a gi'rl to he_.'ar. and what month

"other than June finds so many girls listen-
ing?

Although June, 1953 has come and gone,
vour AFRO Magazine reviews a typical wed-
ding enacted all over the United States.

Our bride. Antoinette Cecelia Brazer of
Washington, D.C,, now Mrs. Chester E. Har-
mon, | Jr., is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J.
C. Brazier. o ,

Up to the day of the great moment, An-

toinette kept busily occupied directing the
destinies of the Happiland Nursery school,

but still found time to be honoree at a host
of showers given in her behalf.

The dress was worn over taffeta in the
same blue hue. No traditional white bridal

fixings for Antoinette Cecelia! Hers must be
a blue wedding.

The veil of illusion that fell to her finger-
tips, the coronet that held it fast, the pearls
and earrings she wore were all of an azure

hue.
Even the wedding cake was decorated with

GIFTS GALORE — One of the my"'pb«uu
tasks surrounding the wedding is the opening
of showor glﬂs. -

b‘ﬁ.‘*

T'HE“TROUSSEAU — Antoinette selects
items for her new bridal wardrobe.

ice-blué icing.
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Harmon shows BRIDAL CAKE — Hands are joined to cut the multi-tiered wedding cake. . ': ' P 5 ]

HONEYMOON DRESS — All set for the '’
honeymoon frip to Cambridge, Mass.

AFRO Magazine, July 14, 1953

AFRO Magazine,



