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. JOIA 0., housta.dt
Chief of Psychiatry.

‘Baltimore City Hospitals
4940 EBastern Avenue S

Baltimore 24, Maryland
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‘Re: Narcotics Addiction in Patients at
-~ Baltimore City Hospitals - Duty of .
Doctors to Report to Police De tment

Dear Dr. Nqultudt:;
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5 You recontly wrote thil office 3pncorn1ng the logal duty

-of doctorl to roport the prolenco of drug nddiJ%ion 13 pltilntl at
Bultiloro eity HOIPIttll to the polico. You stato that troquontly
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the 1ntroduction of police ‘can. bo vory dilruptivt to ‘the rolation- o

J

ship 'htch you are utto-pting to forlrwith the pationt.
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It 1- underltood that your quOItion is linittd merely to

O

drug addiction 1n a patient, und does not covor a lituntion whoro
L

'you dileover that the putioq} hus on hin porlon irticlol rolating'
to tho tnking of drugl Drug addiction.122__lo. is not a crino

quer tbewltryllnd law, TEi npplicubl. law providoiﬁ 1n ptnt-

- e il

o ] % - . f :x-.-n--r-"-"

- "It lhlll be unluwtul for any person to
nanufucturb— possess, have under his control, sell,
. prescribe, tdninicter dispense or compound any -
narcotic drug, oxcept a8 authorized in this lub-
title, * * » =, (Article- 237, 8S8ection 277,

Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957 ldition)
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Ihilo it 1. undorltandlblc thqﬁ\tho polico have‘un 1ntor§it

nqx bolieve thlt thare 1l.lny‘193t1 obdigttion
1nforn tho;pollco thst a pationt is tddicted.
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Bocnulo of the- geaor.i IOlfer or tho co-unity.5‘4 Jvorf
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wo*vonden.if-if night not, be holpfﬁl tO‘IQOt"lth o:ficitll ot the
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Polico Dgpurtnont who are 1nvolved 1n narcotics.1nvos;1¢utionl, in
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' order to discust tho‘proble-l-vhich you rained

ey

P‘rhnpl.n procodura

could bo worked out vheroby 1t you did rbport tho addiction toﬂtho

\”

policc. tho 1nvost1;atiop 'hich onluod 'ould be done in luch a yqy

o4 ll not to bc dotrilantaf to tho bolt 1nt0¥9ltl of your pltiontl.;
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