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hlr. Charles A. Hook, Director

(continued
Department of Recreation anc .

Parks

An examination of the law discloses that there have

been twg 1pltnnéos where the Court of Appeals;of Harylnnd has

considoro queltionl, concerning Baltimore City park proporty, which

were so-swha similar to the proposition now being discussed
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The f%rst of such cases was that of Hanlon v. Levin,.

168 Md. 674 (1935). In tﬁnt cass,#the Board of Park Commissioners

£

attelptod to lease torr psriod of ten years a parcel of land

located 1n Druid Hill Park\to a local broadcasting company for the
purposo of conltructing thdrao~ a building and broadcasting tovsr

for tho exclusive use of the radio tation involved. It was held

in this case that the Board of Park Cc -1ssioners wvas without power

or authority to enter into the lease in question.

However, in examining the opinion ¢ ths Court it is

S

found that the Baltimore City Charter (1927 edition), ich was then

in oftedt. authorized the Board of Park Cdnlfslionerl to leage -only
propotty vhicd it had acquired on behalf of the City,jsnd the C
said that even then the Bdurd could only oxocdto leases 80 long as
such proporty had not become a part of the public parks of the City
and, therefore, remained undodicated to tho public use. It is

obvious that the Board of Park Commissioners did not have the same
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‘broad power to lease p

possessed by the governing body of the Department of Recreation and -

Parks, so that this case is not decisive of the question which is

now boing-dilcullod.

-

Osrrott 192 Md. 52 (19 *whidh 1nvolvod the suthority of tho

-'*Dopartlont of Rocroution and Parks to enter into an agreement uth

the Baltimore Btloball and lxhtbition*Cugbany granting to that

Co-psny ;:ho privil‘on of uling tho Baltinor. Stadium for profoutongl

bsuobull"fér“s;gpriod longer than thirty days with the approval of
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Tho 8€ ~-d of the t'o cll.l nbovo nontioned in Groon V.
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