r

- “"‘ 'I.-'I.- i

T e T e T e e e

Sy R T arei—— -

. File No. 87015 e April 30, 1951

1 .
Honorable T, J. S, Waxter, Director
Department of Public Welfare

327 St. Paul Plece
Baltimore - 2, Maryland

i

. Dear Judge Waxter:

&

By jour léiter:;f Pebru&ry_Q, 1951,_f;ﬁ asked to Ee ﬁd;{ﬁ;d_aa io a

mothi&r's financial responsibility for the maintenance and support of her child wvhen

comitted to your Department for foster care.

You present two situations, the first of wvhich does not seem %o offer

any difficulty.

(a) Where there is no father in the picture, as in the instance of an

illegitimate child or of a child vhose father is dead or vhereabouts unknown.

As to an illegitimate child, the mother of course is the sole legal
parent and has t.he sole legal responsibility, unless and until the fut.hcrhood of the
child is established as provided in the Maryland Codoh. Article 12, But«ard; and Forni-
cation, ._rurthernort, this Article provides in Sections 1l end 10, that the mother may be

| required to pélt bond indemnifying the cu:} or County against the child becoming a public

.

t

charge.

rathor is doad or disappeared, we believe the responsibility to be clurly on the

mother., The hnmc,m icle T2 A, Ms lmd Code (Acts of 1926 3 1

m t and Child, 10' explicit. Section 1 says:

‘ | Where the child is legitimate, or the putative father is known but the
|
!

"mme father and mother are the joint natural guardiens of .
their minor children and are equally charged with its care,
nurture, velfare and oducation. _They shall have equal povers

-anddutiuill" | |

‘The other situation :m_uptod by you -

-

(b) Where the father is in tho picturo but mblo to mpport or only
nbl.o to ptrtuuy m
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