Mr. P. W. Uirlkih‘son Executive Secretar Bodrd of Fire Commissioners (cont'd)
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To protect the'Fire Department you state on-the reverse side of an

application for said service an agreement to be signed by the applicant vherein he wvaives

"all rights to financial return" and further, ,"releases the Mayor and City Council of
Baltimore, its agents and employees and servants from any and all claims or demands of

any'naturo vhich nuy arise in performance of such volunteer service” And it is your

vish that the Luw Department express an opinion.-on the gquestion you purport to ua,

Can ninors on their own part legally execute the ngreement or releaae?
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”Hlthout dealing at great length vith the aubJect, minors and their

ability to-contrlct, it suffices to say that-centracts of ninors fall into two

categories - void and voidable. (Crown Cork & Beal 0052 Prankhane 1,49 F. Supp 611)

The nature of the ngreenent controls the category. ===V
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If at best, this aéreeaeni may be considered voideble, then at any time
the ninor before reaching maturity, age 2l, may repudiate the same. If he does, then
the conditions of the agreement fall by the board. In event he may be injured in the

course of this training, since by repudieting the egreement he does not assume the risk,
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he then has & claim against the City for injuries sustained.
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But, adnttting, for sake of argument, that the minor would not repudiate

or make claim for any damages, the agreement does-not prevent claims of parc'ntl or

guu‘diam for injuries to said minor. -(Bglmuki v, Baltimore Copper 00. ’ 19‘! M. 551;

2OR.C L. 6203 Art. 72A, Sec, 3 and Art. 67, Sec. 3 of the Annotated Codo of hrﬂnnd)

-

In face of these two very obvious pouibilitiu y and ﬂ.thout cmndoring

thc \m'th of the Agreement n a binding Wt, the Doptrtu'nt. of lav advises minlt
any luch intended prospect by the Fire Department.
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The nttorfw the udditimi endorsenent of the a.;r«lmt by 'thtptrdnt.
or guardien of ‘the uinor is not comidcrod 1n this opinim boca.uu. 11'. is not clur that
the Board has m mh mmuon.
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ﬁry truly yours,

/s/ ~THOMAS N, BIDDISON

City Solieitor




