S g
Honorable Thomas J. S. Waxter, Director, Depe
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The nev Act like the public local lav vhich i-t-mperaeden provides

ﬂl‘t any relative or friend of the deceased may claim the body for interment.

This
creates a very broad class of persons entitled to inter

dead body, far beyond the
next of kin" provi.aion of any inheritance or escheat statute.

In an opinion of the
Attorney General (Volume 22, page 345) it is pointed out that health asuthorities are

not legal custodians of a body but their rights are merely regulatory in nature. The
 Attorney General citing 17 Corpus Juris, page 1137, said,
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Generally speaking, there is no right of property in" the

dead body of a human being. However, the right to bury

a body and the right to preserve the remains is a legal
mt vhich the courts will protect”. . 2
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. From 25 Corpus Juris Secundum under title of "Dead ' Bodies", at page 1027, discussing

' dissection by medical schools the- general rule is stated that -

"{t is pnecessary that an attempt be made to secure the

assent of relatives 1f they can be found and a reasonable
inquiry 1s. necessary.’ .
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We therefore feel that 1if any assistance recipient dies, having e

- ——

r.ht:ln of any degree or a friend to errange his burial, that the Department of Welfare

should pay the mml expenses up to 0100.00 as provided by Article TOA, Section 12.

If an udhtmcc recipient should die, having no relatives or friends y_i_thin the
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knovledge-of the Dop.rhtnt, then you vill pro‘ﬁ‘nbly be required to promptly notify
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to them. In lhort, ve btlio'n that tht test
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