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S the abseance of legislation limiting the ﬂxepciee of fven-‘
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chises once granted the law seems to be 'well settled that annexqfien
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of a territory_ﬁoea not 1nvalidete franchises secured from exiating

governmental euthori Uy prior . to the annexation. ”het pri iple is

L —

upheld by the following authoritiea-

* *

‘"1f the franchise be granted by the authorities
of the municlipality, the annexation of the territory
‘4n which thé. franchise is to operate to another munio-
+ 4pality, or a change in the form of government of the

municipality, does not change the rights of the grantee
of the franchise." ey
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‘Dillon Huniclpal Corporations, Srd Volume; P. 2143,
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"pA valld license granted by a villaze is not lost .
by its annexetion to a City."

ﬁE"Cye.'Page 884, Note 85.

"Such a grant (the right to use the highways for a
publioc gurpoae; telephone poles, eto.) is one of the

pr rights in perpetulty unless limited in dura-

tion"¥y the grant itself or by a limitation imposed by

the general law of the 3tate or by the. corporate powers
"of the municipality.”

Owensboro vs. Cumberland Telephone Co., 230 U. 3. 58.

The provision in section 6 Chapter 161 of the~Aet of 1896;
requiring,the econsent of the County Commiaaionera ef Balblmo“e County
before the Ht. ﬁashlngton Cempany could exercise its franchisea wne
oleprly a governmental or municipal function within the meaning of the 1
Annexation Aot. This gevernmental or municipal function. was exereieed;.
'bv the COunty COmmissioners in-the greement of July 18, 1900, and con-
aequently, I am of Opinion, 3ubjoot to the powers of the City herein-

.after expressed, that the Gas Company‘has the authority eovered by the

ihe

AP ¢ W T )
Ly s e A SR
W iy .*llilut:ri-‘rl-n.{h"i-.i"’d":b-.'.irqiw- i . )
3 KA :

X

i

agreement whldh may now*be 1n Baltimore City. Having ruled that the

Gompiny hae the power to exeroise its franohiae, I will now exproaa my
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pinien as to the rights of the City if the franohise is exercised.
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The cempany proposes at this time lay cables or wires, not

ol ik ety

oeeduits, under the surfaoo of -the streets.j t ls*blear by the provl-
Qion otparlgraﬁh M, sub-oootion 26 of-Seoti e of Artlolo 4, that 1r
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%Ehou ublen or wires' are laid by the com‘ Y without condits and the

.Qg_g’ .hqu],d, m tho mtuJ;O, detemine te entor ‘the tarritory with gon=-
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X tl Lt oan rcquiro the Gas company to inatell its oableu in the ctty'
! F
- *Thﬂ Purpoao of thio Ghlrter provision 1: to oltnbllsh a: -
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