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| In September 1918 ¥r. Tolson introduced an Crdinance . B e

__No. 475, which was prepared by ¥e, which I conslde: would have been
Qalid a8 an exercise'of the police power, but-thal ordinancé wase Pr'o=-
poaed'wﬁile the war was &oinp oﬁ and was lim;ted in its operation to
a'peribd of elght montha'or the'termination of thé war which ever -

| mighf firat occur. It was therefore 8 proposel 1O exercise the
ﬁoiiéehpower during an extraordinary emerrency and in the face of an
gxtraordinary peril and was limited to a short t ime énd-lt; effect
woulé'havalbeen,hnot to také away any rights of proparty or contract,
but merely to suspend for a ghort time the exerciée of those rights.
In my judgment 1+ did -not go further in reastriction of

private rights than Was reasonably necessary for_iﬁ{qproteutiun of

8

the public in the emersency. e L

e
Y

: There is another reason why 1 think the Ordinance S. B. No.
30 would not be upheld by the Gourt, and that 1s that 1t makes no ©X-
seption in favor of existing contracts and therefore would {mpalr

the obligation of existing contracts between landlorde and tenants

contrary to the provisions of the Constitutlon of the United Ctates.

1 am also of the opinion thatl ordinance 3. Do 42 would

not be valid for the same reasons that 1 have heretofore éivep wiph

reference to Ordinance S. B. Ho._SO.

5 do not understand your letter as asking for an opinion

«#ith regard to Ordlnaﬁﬁa 5., B, Nos. 43, 44, 45 and 46, and there-

about those ordinances.

Very truliy yours,

(Signed) 8. S. Fleld,
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City Sollcitor.
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