File No. 24706 Continued.

‘next general or Congressional election occurring after the passape -

of said resolution.

This Charter was not eubrltte” to the votera of Ra ltirore

City; 1t was aubmitted to the voters of a part of Bnltimore City,
but was not aubmitteﬂ to the voters in the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-
%hlth Twenty-aeventh and "‘wenty-eiphth nvards ofSlaltimcre City.

In my judgment, therel fore, this Charter was never validly
adopted, the City 1s still undev the Hevised Chavter of 16186, and

therefore Ordinunce S. B. Lo. 30 1s bevond the power of the City

Council 1s being an attemptl to repeal and amend an Act of the Leg-

{slature.
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In my judgment this ordinance ta also invalid as an unreea-

aonable interference with the rights of property {ncluding the right
of contract on the part of the owners of real estate in Baltirore
City. ~~The guarantee of 11bertv contained 1n both the Federal and
-State Constitutions, 1ncludon not simply the, viﬁht to have ene'q
peraon free from physical restraint, but the ripht toﬁnnre contracts
with othern'and the right to acquire and own propertv and to use 1t
{n any way not dlapinetly'detrimental to others or to the public.
The general right to eake sontracts and to use one's own property

is uubjoet to the exercise by Lepgislatlve bvodies of peasoneble con-
trol for-the public welfare. This power in Lerialative bodies as

representatives of'the'public {s what 1s usually vnown &8s the police

pewer. It has not been distinctly daéfined by any court, but 1its
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limits may be penerally stated to be thht the’Legiaiative body can-
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not arbitrarily or'unreasonablv 1nterfera with or impair richte of
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“fprdparty or contraot riphts or the ripht of the citizon to make con-

traotl lnd to usé his prOperty, and any attempt at the reatriction of
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“the righta of proporty or the rights of contract must . not reetrlet

ﬁhe 1ndiv1duu1 righta and 11bertiea of the citizen out of preportion

to the relief to theé public which 1" to be gained.thereby.
Inuny'Judgment tho uttempt to invont ‘Justices of the Feace
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'uith.tho pdwor to sayfhow nuch ront a.m;n,ehnll charge tor‘hin.drn.
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nd notfmerely ag An emergency measure, ,

1' tnwunrolaanublo invnoion of tho rights of the 1nd1vidull'ihidh the




