File No. 24706

Raltimore, August ¢, 191¢

s

Leo A. Mclahon, Ls8sq.,

Yember Second Branch City Council,

2105 . lLombard St.,
City.

NDear 3ir:

I have your letter of theﬁﬁth.in which you 8aYy:

L

"there are now two ordinances before the Council

in reference to rent profiteering.
There seems to be a question as to whether or .
not the City Council have the authority to pass such

laws.

As these ordinances have veen referred to the
Committee on Police and Jail of which I am chairman,
I would be pleased to have your 0pin10n on this rat-
ter on or before Tuesday Aupgust 12th. Aa the com-
~tttee will meet on that day to make 1ts report on

these ordinances.
A copy of theae ordinances will be found in the

Council Journal."

presume you refer to Oordinances o. D. Yo. 42 and S. B.

- lio. 30, found {n the Council Journal page 10 to 13, under date of

4

August 6th, 1911.

Ordinanée . B. No. 30, undertakes to repeal and reordain

¥

with amendments Section 850 of Article 4 of the Public Looél Laws

of Maryland, and to add'three new sectiona thereto to be KnOWn &8

T b o D

gections 850-A, 850-B and 860-C. section 860 referred to is- not

- - an ordinance passed by the Citv'Council but an Act of the Logisln-

et bt i il i

ture applying to Baltlmore City
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The City Counoil has no power to pass an ordinance repenl-

{ing or Amondlqg an Act of the Iogislature, unless it be contendead:

thnt auoh.power {a given to the Counoll by the so-called Charter of

_the 01ty'of Baltirore which was submitted to the votora of a part

y at the election 1in November 1916.- This chnrtor
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‘tst propurodﬁby l-Chnrtor commioalon ln.pursﬁince of the provioiona

rtchC'xl-A of the constitution. Said Article providoa that

tho propoud Charter nftor bomg proparad by tho chnrter Commission

"ahln bo mbnittcd to tno votcrs or qaid Oity or, oounty at the




