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Pile No. 14077

Baltimore, Februsry 26,

Hon. S. S. Pleld,-

City Solicitor.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of Pebruery 23rd received, enclosing & Resolu-
!‘ .

tion of the PFirst Branch of the City CJouncll, submitting the follow-

ing questions for opirlon:

Pirst: Has the City of Baltimore, under the gencral
powers grented by our Charter, the right to
levy and collect a tax on the income accruing

from ground rents?
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In case the City at present lacks legal au-
thority to levy and collect sald tax, would
1t be within the powers of the Geneorsl As-

sembly of Meryland to grant such authority?
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In regard to the first question I beg to say that the City
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of Baltimore has no power either under Jdts Charpor or by gny other
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law to levy a tax on the income from ground rents.

o

Replying to the second question, 1 beg to say that, 1in my
oﬁinion, the Legislature 1s prevented from'levying e tax upon the
inecome derived from ground rents by Article 15 of the Declaration qf

Rights. There would have to be an amendment to the Constitution of
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Maryland in order to grant such auEEprity to the Eogislature.
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Very truly yours, \..

1’6 ‘tﬁz: "

- 4 "‘_

(31gned) Alexander Preston,
Deputy City Solicitor.
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