File No. 13960
Baltimore, January 24, 1912,

Hon. 3. 8. Pleld,
City Solicitor

Desr Sir:

In reply to your inquiry regarding the coﬁtract entered into

between the Jail Board and Leo H. Hirsch & Co., 1 beg.to advise you

that I have examined the law:- in regard to -the Jeil Board enterirg into

. a contract in its own name &nd have been unable to find smy Act au-

thorizing a contract of this character.

The contract, 1 think, should be in the rame of the Mayor and

City Council of Baltimore.
The Act of 1908, Chapter 71, provides that the Visitors of

the Jail in Baltimore Uity are authorized to cornntract with any borgon

or corporation for the erection at the City Jail of a war k=-shop for its

use, provided that the cost of erecting said work-shop shall bf paid -
for by the hire to the contractor, as now asuthorized by lew.

* 1t would seem from this provision that where the contractor
has a duty of ereoting & work-shop, that a contract may be made di-
rectly by the Jnil Board, and auoh.aeems to have been the case-in the
Agreement between the Board of Viaitors and the Maryland Veneer and
Basket Company of Baltimore City. |

The contract now in quoation;Fbr Hirsch & Co., 1s ho§ for the

ereotion of a worﬁ-sﬁOp but merely ro} the hire of cpnvicta; and I

L—'m-.-r—--lll—‘

onnnot find’ahy;authdrity which permits a contract of this charscter to

be made directly by the Board of Visitors.
also went to call your*attention to the fact thet the Agree-

ment simply refors to heo H. Hirsch & Company, without aetting forth
Whether Hirsch & co., 15 a firm or a oorporation. 1 should advise
that this should be spooifioally aot out in the Agroement finally exe-
qntod,.aﬁd also that the Mayor and City Gaunoil—of‘Baltimoro be sub-

.

‘stituted in every place in whioh the Board of Visitors i{s now mentioned

in the said contract.

. I

Very. truly yours,

(Signed) Alexander Préaton,

Deputy City Soliodtor.
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