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Baltimore ~kpril 20, 191l.

To the Honorable’

the Members of the_Second Branch

City Council,
Gentlemen: KN ' * 1 )

il - L | |

I herewith return Ordinance 8. B. No. SOB entitled,

. AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THB.OOIHISBIOHBHB
POR OPKNING STREKTS TO ASCERTAIN AND AWARD DAMAGES AND BENEFITS
TO0 THE OWNERS OF PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF BALTIMORE AFFECTED BY
THR CHANGES IN GRADE PROVIDKD FOR BY SKCTION O, 1/2 OF ORDINANCE
NO. 387 OF THE uYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE A APPROVED

AUGUST 16, 1909.
In my opinion the Ordinance is not a proper oné to be passed
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at this time. It was never intended that the City should compensate
abutting proberty owners for damages sustained ﬁy reason of the
changes in grade undexj the Baltimore and Ohio Orade Crossing Ordi-

nance until it should have been judioiglly declared that suoh owners

wera not entitled to oompena:"t.ion from the '-Baitimbro and_Ohio' Rail-

rF

rostl Company.
Sometimé ago & committee roprqaont.i'ng the- property owners

-affeotod appeared before the Board of Estimates and vaa 1nformod by
the Board that it was necessary that a test case ahould'be rirst in-
atitutod ngainat the Railroad Company for the purpose qr dotermining{
the li;bi'lity of the Company, @nd tha 1n;j:he event 1t \'u-u_dooldodl
that ¥he Railroad Company Wwas not 14 1e} the Edard of Bst;htton wes
ﬁpoparod to 1noorpornto {n the Urdinance of Estimates apﬁfopria-
tion Iurfioi
"The Oannittoo doplrtod leaving the Board undor the . inprOalion that

ont to oover the damagos suattlned‘by'tho property ownors.

tut. case would be maately inntitut,ed.
I might add- thw, in ny opin!,on. there 1- a moh grutor

liklihood of the Rulroad Oonga.ny)oing hoid ruponnblo undor o
cuit; motltutod bx an indtvidual proporty owner thnn undor a. suit
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1mt1tutod by tho“llyor and cny Counoil- of Baltimoro.
'fho Present Ordinmoo ouuimtu the’ proport.y mbr entirely
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