Baltimorse, April 11, 19ll.

Edgar Allan Poe, Esq., ﬁiﬂ

City Solicitor.
Dear Sir:
1 have considered the }qp&er of April 5th, sent to you by the

Chief Enginéer of the Sewerage Commission, in which he makes certaln

- inquiries as to the relative rights of the City and the Chesapeake

and Potomac TélepH;na Company. ' | ‘?

S

If Chapter 583 of the General Assembly of Maryland for 1908,

is valid, and thore i{s no decision to the contrary, then, if the alley

1n 'hioh the conduita of the C. & P. Telephone Company have been lald

was originllly a private alley, it has now become dedicated 'to pub-
lio'une, andJ by the pa;;ago of a proper—OidI”inoe‘by the Mayor and
City Oounoll of Baltimore, accepting said alley, it will booome a

publio ulloy. Until aooopted, howevex. it remains private, and*the

usunl rights of tho City 1in publio otreets would not attach. If the

alley continues privnte, then the Sewérage Commission would have no
'right to lay its pipes therein without tho proper assent, and oould
not disturd thg;oonduitn of the Telephone Company without the approv-
al of that Ommptny. If the City should accept the dedication of the -
tlloy roferrod to, then its rights tharoin'would'be the samé as ;n
lnyﬁnphor publioc highway, and thﬂ Tolophone Company could bo com-
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pelled to uhift 1ts conduits, at 1its own expense, in such a manner 08

" to enable the Sowernge Commission to lay its pipes.
| Substantially the same question involved in this inquiry was

submitted to this Dopartmont in 1907. MNr. Ritchle, Assistant City
Solioitor,'rondorod an opinion to tho city Solicitor, dated May 19,
1907,‘ih10h.dea13 with this lubjeot in a very thorough manner. The
01tgmso11o1tor adopted the views of Mr. Ritchie, and, on May 16, 1907, |
sent an. opinion to Gon. Peter Leary Jr.,<Chairman of the Sewerage Com-

niuion, upholding the ri@ts of tho City as ngnin.t the Tolophom

Omp‘ny .. -

Very truly yours ,_

(81@06) Bylvun Hnyon Lluehho!.lor,
 Deputy_ Oity 8011oitor._
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