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mouth. One of the deputies rounding the house at that moment, : prisoners night |
declared that Mrs. Lowman picked up an axe and started to her _ th were at on: the wi:mbﬂob:d by h? Ak C.‘!!: |
:lliigi]l;terd’;d iammtance. This deputy, Nollie Robinson, shot the mdmm‘tmto ding o of South Citoline; it i e’

Clarence and Demon Lowman, hearing the screams and shots, dammtmdmmumbudddﬁ
rushed to the house. Demon secured a revolver and Clarence a the State Legislature. mtto&
shotgun. According to two deputy sheriffs, Demon was at all times &“ﬂNmRmmwmm Wﬂz
in front of the house exchanging shots with them. A few minutes about 3 A. M. on the morning of October 8 and there,

the mob which
IaterShenﬁHowardwaskilledmthemrofthehmsebypmboland | jailer, Rupert W. Taylor, was overpowered by seized
shotgun bullets. . the prisoners. Affidavits and other information gathered by the
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Bertha, Demon and Clarence Lowman were arrested and rushed
to Columbia for safe-keeping. Demon had been wounded badly and
Bertha and Clarence critically, and were not expected to live. Twelve
days later the three were brought back to Aiken and in an atmosphere
tense with hostility and mob threatsmhuﬁlyh'ndmdpa
functorily defended by lawyers assigned by the Court. The two
boys were condemned to death and Bertha Lowman to life imprison-
ment. The Judge in an extraordinary charge to the jury eulogized
the dead sheriff at length and closed with an apology for the white
lawyers assigned to defend the Lowmans, declaring that “none of
them wanted to do it.”

Forty-aghthoursaftertheshootmg aﬁmwenttothedm

possesmonofthehquorandsentencedtotwoymmthechmngang

A Negro lawyer of Columbia, N. J. Frederick, was so outraged by
the farcical trial of the Lowmans that of his own accord he appealed

the case to the State Supreme Court of South Carolina. In October,
1926, he obtained reversal oftheoonwctwnsandmﬂu'fornewu'ml.
Mr. Fredmckathmownupenseretmmdawhlteattmney L. G
Southard of Spartanburg, to assist in defending the Lowmans. The
new trials were begun October 5, 1926. The two attorneys success-
fully contended that since the sheriffs invading the Lowman home
had at no time given notice they were officers of the law, they were in
fact the guilty ones, the Lowmans being entitled as citizens to defend
their home. A motion for a directed verdict of “not guilty” was
granted by Judge Samuel Lanham in the case of Demon Lowman.
Judgelanhamm]edthatthemofBathadehtmmmtgo
to the jury. Demon was immediately rearrested on a charge of
amultandbattaymthmtmttokﬂl,mdmhdtoﬂ.
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N. A. A. C. P 'and confirmed by the New York World show that

wu'eﬁredmtothmrbnch. Clarence and Demon Lowman fell dead.

Bertha, wounded, crawled on the ground in agony, pleading for her
life. Anumbﬂofshoumﬁndmtotheaqunmmgﬁgumbduo

vuﬁctthatthethmshadmahthatthehm&dpu&

unknown.
The Assistant Secretary, went to Aiken for the N. A.A.QP
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