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ton, recipient of the Spingarn Medal in 1918, who delivered an
eloquent and scholarly address on ‘“The Negro in Literatire,”
closing one of the most successful and stirring conferences ever
held by colored people in the United States.

The Conference devoted much thought and attention to the
question of the use of the vote by colored people in the United
States. The Committee on Resolutions drafted, and the Confer-
ence adopted, three statements, one of them regarding the relations
of the Negro to organized labor and the other two concerned with
his general and political needs.

The Conference reiterated the need for colored voters to eman-
cipate themselves from blind allegiance to any one political party
and to make the best interests of the race, coupled with the best
interest of the country, the deciding factors in voting, instead of
appeals to mere sentiment and party labels. The Association’s
position was misinterpreted by interested politicians, and attempts
were made to undermine its influence. These attempts failed
utterly, and recognition of the Association’s principle of intelligent
political independence is steadily gaining ground.

The Public Statement adopted by the Conference, and Resolu-
tions to the Conference for Progressive Political Action, then about
to meet in Cleveland, Ohio, and to the American Federation of
Labor, were as follows: |

Public Statement of the Fifteenth Annual Conference

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in 15th
Annual Conference believes that the main problem before the American Negro
today is the use of his vote in the approaching election.

We face the two old parties and a possible third party movement. The
Republican party which has always commanded the great majority of our
votes has, during the last two administrations, recognized again our right
a voice in the party councils and made effort to carry out our wishes in legisla-
tion and administratioh; nevertheless, although in power in all branches of
the government, it has specifically failed to pass the Dyer Anti-Lynching Bill,
to abolish segregation in the government offices at Washington, to take any
action with regard to *“Jim-Crow"” cars in interstate travel, to withdraw our
military forces from Haiti, or to make a loan to Liberia.

The Democratic party appears to us in two distinct parts. The Northern
wing of the party has recognized our demand in many states and treated us
there with much fairness. But this Northern wing is at the absolute mercy
of the “Solid South” with its “rotten borough” system depending upon the
disfranchisement of the Negro; with its segregation and “ Jim-Crow” legislation,
its mob law and lynching and its denial of proper education to Negro children.
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