The Twenty-fourth Infaniry

with attention to Mr. Johnson’s presentation of the petition. The
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the imprisoned members of the 24th Infantry and that he would
do what he could in their behalf. President Coolidge stated that
he would order an investigation of the case of each man by the

War Department and that if he was empowered to do so he would
move to have the men released.

Following President Coolidge’s statement, Mr. William Monroe
Trotter, Secretary of the National Equal Rights League, made an
eloquent plea for the imprisoned men and presented resolutions and
- Following the meeting with President Coolidge at the White

drastic and unusual in the history of the Army. Nineteen of the men were
hanged.theﬁrstthirteenofthunmmrﬂymdwithmtrishtdappul
This wholesale, unprwed.mtedmdalmostdanduﬁneuemﬁonnhockdthe
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than justice. It bore the aspects of a visitation upon color rather than upon
crime. ‘This state of mind was intensified by the significant fact that although
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these colored men belonged was officered entirely by white men, none but
colored men have ever been prosecuted or condemned. Fifty-four of the men
are still in prison serving life and long-term sentences.

It is not within the province of this delegation, nor is this the occasion,
to argue these cases. But we wish to call your attention to the fact that the
men were tried and convicted under a blanket indictment.

The conduct of these men as prisoners at Leavenworth has been more
than exemplary. This much has been openly stated by Warden Biddle of
the Penitentiary. And it is in behalf of these remaining men of the regiment
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House presented the petition to President Coolidge, is as follows:

E. W Abmer. .. . . . Supreme Commander, American Woodmen.

J. W, Alstork....___.________National Grand Commander, Ancient York Masons.
C.R. Blake, Jr......_ . ....Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.

Eva D Bowles ... Youhg Women's Christian Association.
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ThisPeﬁﬁmleMmm&reprmﬁthemdmwthe
pastfourmmthsdcveryacﬁveelmemmgthemhadpeopkdthe
country. It is the result of the united and consecrated work of civic, fraternal,
educational and religious organizations, and of that comparatively new but
mighty force, the colored press. All of those elements in the race are repre-
sented in this delegation.

We have the honor, Mr. President, respectfully to present this Petition
in the name of the signers and in the name of the colored people throughout
the United States whose attention will be focused upon the action it may please
you to take. We present it in the name of the people whose hearts have long
carried the harsh fate of these men as a heavy burden and with the feeling
that,whateveractltheymayhavemumitted.thqhwedrudybmm
than punished; and whose hope for their early pardon has been raised by your
recent magnanimous action in the cases of war-time offenders.

President Coolidge received the delegation cordially and listened

C.E.Bush. . National Order of Mosaic Templars of America.
W.S.Cannon . _Supreme Grand Master, Independent Benevolent
RR Chatth . TissleBaui o heoten

James A. Cobb..._........._Special Assistant U. S. Attorney, 1907-1915.. Dean
Howard University Law School.

Gmew: Cook.... ... Professor, Howard University.
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Dorothy Hendrickson. ___...._Secretary, Kappa Gamma Kappa.

JohbnHurst . Bishop, A. M. E. Church.

Henry Lincoln Johnson....... Lincoln League of America.

Robert E. Jones ... _Bishop, M. E. Church

Issaclane. ... . Bishop, C. M. E. Church.

%G.Luvmn____ﬁh. The Washington Tribune.

Miller.. . . . Dean Junior College, Howard University.
Fred R. Moore___________Bditor, The New York Age.




