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the National Office immediately wrote to the editors of newspapers
in both cities expressing the hope “that a crime committed by a
degenerate or a mental defective will not be visited upon law-abid-
ing citizens of the same race.” The letter had the desired effect.

®

IX. THE TWENTY-FOURTH INFANTRY

In the Fourteenth Annual Report mention was made of the
Petition for the release of the men of the Twenty-fourth Infantry,
imprisoned since 1917 at Leavenworth, Kansas. On Thursday,
February 7, 1924, at noon, President Coolidge received at the
White House a delegation of representative colored citizens of the
United States who presented to him a petition signed by more than
120,000 people of both races, asking for pardon for the men of the
Twenty-fourth. The delegation consisted of fourteen persons
headed by James Weldon Johnson, Secretary of the N. A. A. C. P,,
who acted as spokesman. The members of the delegation were:

S. S. Booker, of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, representing
3,000 college graduates.

Rev. L. K. Williams, of the National Baptist Convention, rep-
resenting 2,938,579 Baptists.

Nahum D. Brascher, of the Associated Negro Press.

A. Philip Randolph, Editor of The Messenger and representing
The Friends of Negro Freedom.

Archibald H. Grimké, of Washington, D. C., distinguished
American, former U. S. Minister to Santo Domingo and  Spingarn
Medalist.

Mrs. Gabrielle Pelham, of the National Race Congress.

Mrs. Daisy Lampkin, oftheNatwmlAmhonofColmed
Women.

J. E. Mitchell, Editor St. Louis Argus, representing National
Negro Press Association.

Robert S. Abbott, Editor Chicago Defender.

Bishop J. S. Caldwell, of Philadelphia, representing the A. M.
E. Z. Church.

Channing H. Tobias, New York City, of the Y. M. C. A.

Robert L. Vann, Editor Piitsburgh Courier.
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Carl Murphy, Editor Baltimore Afro-American.

Cyril V. Briggs, Head of Crusader News Service, representing

AﬁmBhodBM

smtedmduthemqmdtheN A.A C.P.
In presenting the petition, Mr. Johnson said:
Mr. President:

We come as a delegation representing the 120,000 signers of a Petition
asking you to exercise the power of executive clemency and pardon the former
mbmdmummmmwmmmm

1917. And we come as the representatives not only of those who sign this
Petition, but we are the spokesmen of the sentiments, the hopes, the sorrows,
too, of the more than ten million colored citizens of the United States.

The Petition asks for the pardon of these men on four grounds:
1. The excellent previous record for discipline, service and soldierly con-
dnctdtho'l‘mty-hu'thlm

&mmwmmmmmmmamrm;m
Infantry, of whom nineteen were hanged, thirteen of them summarily

and without right of appeal to the Secretary of War or to the Presi-
dent, their Commander-in-Chief.

4 munphthtdtbmmum

Thomdfwhnnryndlqﬂtydmhdmmme&d
the nation is too well known to be called to your attention here, and the long

history of the Twenty-fourth Infantry is a part of that record. But we do
wish to call your attention to the conditions which immediately preceded the
riots of August, 1917, in Houston, Texas.

Contrary to all precedent, the provost guard of this colored regiment had
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