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1t 1t be obiected that this report does
not take 1nto account certain statements
which inferentially may cover the Ne-
sro problem, we mav sav that Mr.
thnt*:‘ "n'i';li:

“The Republican Party does deny
the right of anvone to seek to disturb
the purposes of the Constitution by in-
§ on..  And he adds: “That the
Republican Party adds to the Revolu-
tionary doctrine ‘that all men were

equal’ and all should have

ality beftore the law, a third ideal:

ideal of equal opportunityv.” He

also declared that so far as the other

countries are concerned “We have no

hates, we wish no further possessions.
we harbour no military threats.”

(yovernor Smith declared that “in-
terterence in the purelv internal affairs
ot Latin America must cease”. That
“everv race has made its contribution
to the betterment of America”. And
ne added that “the impairment of the
veneral regard and reverence for law
was a mistake which was scarcely to be
estimated .

Those Negroes who can find any-
thing to get enthusiastic about in any

, ]
tnese statements are weaicome to

their enthusiasm. When Mr. Hoover
spoke of enforcing the law, he did not
mean the 14th and 15th Amendments -
when he talked about equality, he was
not thinking of the Negro. When Mr.
>mith talks about law enforcement. he
means liquor: and although he men-
tioned fo:ir:i;u:t, he did not mention
Haiti. And there vou are.
HOW SHALL WE VOTE?
¢ IRST, I will say that I am a
Black Man and live in the
douth and have lived here all of my
jfft: 5f‘t‘f:111]_ | am g Rt*:uirr ot 'lil{li
CRISIS. 1 read everv issue and in fact
| find no fault with anything that vou
have advocated and I am now asking

yOu some t}lit*n?furh:

“First. How should the Black Men
ot the South vote in this coming Presi-
dential Election? Second. Should they
Vote 10r Hmn'e’r OT hhtllllt{ TI']E‘_‘». vote
tor Smith? Third. Will the modi-
T}i?]'_j ot the Volstead Act L‘h:m:_{'{' Or
have any effect on the 18th Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
dtates? Fourth. Will not the tam-
;H*."fﬂ;’ with the Volstead Act lead to
more desperate action on the part of
those who really are enemies to the
|3th, 14th and 15th Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States ?”

Our answers follow:

First. Black men of the South
ahnll;{l not vote tor Herbert Hoover be-
cause he favors the Lily White domina-
tion of the Republican Partv in the
South ; because he has alwavs been si-
lent as to lynching; because he has
stood tor the subjugation of Haiti: and
because he has done nothing and advo-
cated nothing toward the enforcement
ot the 13th, 14th and 15th Amend-
ments.

decond. Negroes should not vote
or Al Smith because in twenty-five
vears ot public service he has never in
any way recognized anv Negro by ap-
pointment or by assenting to laws
which Negroes wished enacted: be-
cause he 1s the running mate of an
Arkansas Democrat who mav succeed
him to the Presidency: because he has
made no protest against lvnching and
his pn]ftff:l] obligations to the South
are such that the Negro cannot expect
trom him as President the slichtest
consideration of which the dominant

bourbon South does not approve.

T'hird. Both Smith and Hoover
represent in their parties and organiza-
tion, organized wealth, industrial
monopoly, and the exploitation of the
POOT.

Fourth. The Volstead Act could
be modified without changing the
|Sth Amendment. it the 13th
Amendment were repealed, some per-
sons might be encouraged to attempt
the repeal of the 15th Amendment. It
s doubtful if the corporations which
have taken refuge under the 14th
Amendment would elect the repeal of
that law, and while manv people would
ltke the repeal of the 13th Amend-
ment, the opposition of white labor
wou.id Stop them. '

Fitth. If the Negro does not vote
tor Smith or F[mn‘t‘r. u'}l:l'[ '.-ihl;lllld he
do? He can vote for the candidate
ot the Third I):lr‘r}—fm' Norman
T'homas, the candidate of the Social-
ists, or for the Nominees of the Farm-
er-Labor Group or the Prohibitionists.
This will be in effect throwing a vote
away, because no Third Party candi-
date can be elected as long as the
minority party can depend upon the
rotten boroughs of the Solid South.
Nevertheless, a vote for the Third
Party in this election is a moral pro-
test, and moral protests are of im-
portance, even 1n the United States of

America and in the vear of Grace.
1928.
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k. may measure intelligence and
count the number of homes
owned and go over the list of Negro
graduates, and yet be somewhat in
doubt as to the advancement of the
Negro race. But now and then there
comes to our notice some sudden indi-
cation of progress that is “the voice
without reply”.
[ rode down South Parkway, Chi-
cago, the other day. It was once
srand Boulevard. And there. where
this great and newly redesigned artery
of the greatest city of the Waest.
swerves and widens to a park, men are
tuilding a statue. At night the statue
15 guarded—a black policeman to the
left and a white one to the right. And

‘the statue is one built to Chjca~o’s

black soldiers who fought in the Great
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“The harvest of a quiet eve,
“That broods and sleeps on s own heart.




