VIERGE NOIRE
DE NOTRE-DAME
DU PUY

By Mrs. C. W. CLIFFORD

O.\'E of the most interesting of the pil-

grimages which we made was to the
little village of dy Puy situated high in the
mountains of the Haute Loire.

Of the many wonderfuyl things to be seen
at Puy it was the ancient Cathedral which
excited our liveliest interest. Tradition
says that La Cathedral dy Puy dates back
to the first episodes of the history of St.
George, who was one of the seventy-two
disciples of Jesus Christ, and was sent by
St. Peter into France.

We were anxious to g0 into the Cathedral,
for it was here we should find the unusual
object for which we were looking. Slowly
and with a sort of awe, we approached the
choir, and there—yes, there upon the
Maitre-Autel (main altar) was the wonder-
ful statue of the Black Virgin!

The origin of the original of the present
statue 1s lost in the mists of antiquity: but
It appears to be a pretty well-established
fact that it was brought from the Holy
Land by St. Louis in 1254. It was of ebony,
and represented a black Virgin. sitting upon
a stool, holding a black Infant Jesus on her
knees. The bandages, tightly bound aec-
cording to the fashion of the ancient Egypt-
lan mummies, enveloped the body of the
child and of the mother, leaving only their
faces visible.

On the 19th of January, 1794, during the
Revolution, the Vierge Noire, object of the
veneration of so many centuries, was de-
spoiled of her rich garments, dragged 1g-

nominiously through the streets and burned

amid the howling of the mob, with all that
was found precious in the archives of the
Cathedral. “Thus disappeared this precious
image, the treasure and the safeguard of
Vilay, at whose feet had bowed the posterity
of Popes and Kings of innumerable genera-
tions,” says the record.

On June 8th, 1856, the present Vierge
Noire, a faithful copy of the ancient one,
was solemnly crowned. This was the sig-
nal for even greater honors than had been
previously shown her, and thereafter on
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THE BLACK VILGIN

innumerable occasions she was carried in
triumph through the streets, and hundreds
of thousands of pilgrims came to worship
at her shrine.

Dear Negro-American, can you believe it!
Can you believe that there are people in
this world worshipping a Black Virgin who
nolds a Black Child? That they place this
figure on the main altar of one of their old-
est Cathedrals, and that her marvelous his-

tory is chiseled on tablets of stone, and oth-
erwise preserved in the archives of the dio-
cese? And that the stories of her care,
and protection of her people are scarcely
equalled by those of any of the Virgins who
figure in the church history of ancient Eu-
rope?

Notwithstanding all of the mythical and
legendary romance of the past which is in-
terwoven with the history of the Virgin
(and which to our very practical Twentieth
Century ears appears so superstitious and
silly) the lesson remains,—that color is
nothing. A Black Virgin, possessed of all
the virtues, commands as much respect as
a white one; that a white race of people
trained to the ideal of a Vierge Noire ean
love her just as truly and reverence her
Just as devoutly.
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The N. A. A. C. P. Organized May 25, 1911:

To fight against terrorization and lynching

To fight against segregation in ghettos and schools _

To fight ag'ainst Jim Crow regulations and laws which put colored
women at the mercy of their despoilers

To fight for an enormous extension of educational facilities for colored
children -

To fight for equality of oppormnity in agriculture and imdustry

To fight for a preparedness program which will treat 10,000,000 native-
bnrﬁ, English-speaking colored people as loyal American citizens and

not as unassimilated foreigners

The N. A. A. C. P. publishes the CRISIS.

We have fifty-four branches, nine locals and four college charciers carrying on
the work of self-emancipation.

If this battle of democracy is yours, help us to reach the 10,000 mark before the

dall election.
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I OswALD GARRISON VILLARD, Treasurer,
70 Fifth Avenug, New York.

| desire to become a member of the National Association

Advancement of Colored People and to receive The Crisis.
In payment of my dues for one vyear, I enclose two dollars.
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