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place he sent his family out., Each night
Mr. Gober came over to Homer’s little shack
on the other side of the river and the two
waited, armed with two rifles and four
double-barreled shot-guns, for the night-
riders to blow them up. In March, however,
the strain and the separation from his peo-
ple, the knowledge that he was the only
colored man in two counties drove Homer
out, and Dawson County was as white as
Forsyth.

What of the counties into which the Ne-
Rroes were driven? Railroads cross both
Cherokee County to the west and Gwinnett
and Hall Counties to the east,
comewhat different complexion to
l:i,l_f'rupital 1s invested and dominates the
local governments. At Ball Ground and
Canton in Cherokee County are large mar-
ble finishing works, and the cotton mill at
Canton employes between four and five hun-
dred hands. Gainesville, the county seat of
Hall County, is a town of 6,000. The mod-
ern industrial conditions in towns like these
need an abundant supply of cheap labor.

When the crackers in Hall County started
0 pass the Forsyth fugitives along and
make a sweep of their own county at the
same time, the word went out, according to
local gossip, to spend ten thousand dollars
If necessary to crush the thing in its in-
fancy. Hall County realized that it couldn’t
afford to let the poor whites meddle with
its colored labor supply. Eleven arrests
were made within twenty-four hours after
the terrorization started, and it subsided In
a few days.

In Cherokee County the crackers did suc-
ceed in driving out several of the “sorriest”
Negro families, but public sentiment
wouldn’t stand for interference with the
others.

The crackers who drove the Negroes out
of Forsyth and Dawson Counties boasted
that they would rent any land they wanted
after that, and that they would get any-
thing they asked for their labor, They had
driven out 2,100 competitors out of a popu-
lation of 13,000. So secure they felt in
their monopoly of the labor market of the
counties that white women 1i Cumming are
reported to have demanded $2.50 a day for
their services when asked to do the cook-
Ing and washing that had previously been
done by colored women. Mrs. Gober com-
plains that the only white woman who
would come to work for her under any
conditions insisted that wood and water be

brought in for her, although the well is
but five or six feet from the kitchen door.
The men were equally prone to be dictatorial
in laying down the conditions under which

they would work. A dealer in fertilizer

who had kept six teams with Negro drivers
hauling all the time told me the crackers
were so shiftless and so touchy that he
couldn’t work them.

The result with the last named gentleman
was that he sold his mules and quit that
part of his business rather than try to run
it with white labor.

“What’s more, I get up before daylight
on Monday mornings and do our washing
myself now. They drove out a cook who
had raised seventeen children out of my
kitchen,” he said with some remarks about
the class of whites who had brought him
to that pass which will not bear repeating.

His is a fairly typical case. In every
family in the two counties - the wives are
doing their own housework. The hotel In
Cumming is the only place I heard of which
boasts a white house servant, whereas for-
merly every considerable landholder and
the merchant class in town all kept a col-
ored menial. It would be difficult to strike
4 community in a more vital spot.

The small capitalist class hit below the
belt by the driving out of their servants
retaliated on the active instigators of the
“pogrom” by refusing them all credit at
their stores, ]

» and by declining to hire
S day laborers. My, (zober said that
this policy has literally starved out all but
one or two of the dozen men who consti-
tuted themselves the vigilance committee in
Dawson County; some have gone into neigh-
boring counties, one or two have migrated
to Texas. (ol Vandiviere said he had
declined to recommend a man for a Job just
recently because it was rumored he had par-
ticipated in the Negro baiting.

The bleaching of Forsyth and Dawson,
so far as I could ascertain, has in no re-
Spect benefited the Poor whites who drove
the Negroes out.

If the crackers gained nothing but the
distinction of living in a “white man’s

” the counties have Jost certain defi-

nite items of material prosperity. First
' is their credit in the

money market, A Dawson County farmer
who recently refused $12,000 for his farm,
went during the month of December to At-

( Continued on page 270.)
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