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Section 13. Propaganda

importance. Most white frie '
: -- nd
to 80 many organizations that Rl t:teoi oﬂ;lask cause already belong

financially or otherwise.

The colored people, on
matter of organization, alt
increased in efficiency and in

€ New responsibilitias

SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

The growth of our membership has been as follows:
1912 329
1913 1,100
1914 3,000
1915 6,000
1916 9,500

Our method of propaganda is simple. First, through THE CRISIS
and public meetings we directly invite interested persons to join the As-
sociation., The membership fees are graded as follows: Donors pay
$100 to $500 per year; sustaining members, $25 per year; contributing
members, $2 to $10 per year; associate members, $1 per year.

Approximately 75 per cent of our membership are one-dollar mem-
bers; 10 per cent, two-dollar members; and 14 per cent pay from five
dollars up.

Another and more effective way of gaining membership and spread-
ing an idea of our work is through appeals in specific cases. For instance,
hostile legislation is threatened in Congress: appeals are made directly
to members of Congress in Washington and also to the constituents of
such members as can be influenced. The local branches are written to and
they in turn secure a large number of communications sent direct to Con-
gressmen. If there are no local branches this agitation is an excellent
occasion for starting a branch or a local.

Special literature is sent out and numbers of letters written. During
the last vear 15,868 individual letters were sent out from the executive
offices and 19, 435 circular letters. A total of 7,293 packages of literature
containing 67,5646 pieces were also distributed. 'Telegrams, letters to
newspapers, personal appeals, special meetings and conferences, all these
methods are used not only to forward our great objects but to gain sym-
pathizers and members.

The center of the work of propaganda and of the main activities of
the organization, except those carried on by the Department of Publica-
tions and Research, is the Executive Offices, of which the Secretary has
charge.

Our first regular secretary, Miss Frances Blascoer, was succeeded by
Miss Mary W. Ovington and Miss Mary Childs Nerney. The resignation
of Miss Nerney in 1916 was received by the Board of Directors with deep
regret. When Miss Nerney joined the Association we had four branches
and three hundred members. At present we have sixty-seven branches
and locals and nearly ten thousand members. No small part of this in-
crease has been due to Miss Nerney’s energy and devotion.

Section 14. Branches
| E have at present fifty-four branches, nine locals and four col-
| lege chapters—sixty-seven organizations in all, varying from
twenty to eleven hundred members. The following are the
twenty largest branches: District of Columbia, 1,164 ; Boston,
764 : Pittsburgh, 636; Baltimore, 540; St. Louis, 350; Colum-
bus, 300; Cleveland, 300; Chicago, 275; Des Moines, 222; Indianapolis,
200: Providence, 200; the two Kansas Cities, 175; Northern California,
150;: Cincinnati, 140; Orange, 140; Toledo, 140; St. Paul, 135; Buffalo,
100 ; Philadelphia, 100; Springfield, O., 100. The nine locals are organiza-




