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{ Delfeve that the world was
. for you,
©h, baby with brown eyes aand baby
with blue, _ :
Oh, baby with gray eyes and baby
with black.

{t was made and whirled out on e:or

- nity’s track

-To just make a plavercuni al) colars
and gold,

All sapphire, and umber,
and I hold

That we who are olg 4. :
stay

To help you. and guard vou, and
2'er your play.
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¥or w2 who are old v2sterday were .5
you; _

We were babies with Black eves, and
gray eyes, and blue;

We romped in the mcadows,
laughed in the sun

And at night, tired out with our frolic
2na fn,

Wa crept o ouir moth e 20 jov.ong andd
S Weet

And she in one hand aeld our 1w tiny

faet,

one arm held arou=nt

taugh! s to prayv,

Ah. v.s5, w- w-re babies it
tarlay!

us,

And

And »Hur papa stood Ly us a:

- stands by you,

And L2 stoogped, jnst like
Iwee!r Kiss or 1wo:

Anl big look as he held our hi< arms
wide apart—

tHis [cok—why ’twas just
throb in our hecart

Wheu we stand by vour mota-r=

watch wnile vou nrav

bab¢s, w~ were babie-

vesterday!

And the Lord lets us stav here, and
play here with vou,

Becinse when vou're woary we know
what to do.
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created “I bave not the least intention to sell
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the property,” replied M. Villebols,
drily. '

“But—say the chateau alone, with-
out a foot of land around it; shall we
saVv ten thousand pounds?” asked M.
[.arour.

“I have refuced that sum aiready.”

“I'm a tusy man, M. Villebois, and

- things are golng (o the decgs in Paris
Cwalist I'm awans.

A hun‘red thousangd
what do vou sav?”
~ounds!’ ex-

nonnds, cash dow .
4% hundred thorsand
clzined M. Viilebois.
aro vou? Toe plarce isn't worth ir. s
drean:. potoaet. or am I talking

v o] noo
“You'll think me real! enough whe
[ couat cut the bank-notes te yvou.
Waoll, what is it. You accept?”

“Yes. [I'll take a hundred thousand
but where's the money?"” ejac-
dceliriously, as if
Flades,

‘e < 1.7 replied M.
: conditions.”
ou have, no heard that
Judr grandiataer, wha died during the
revolution, left g wiil und a4 vast for-
tune.”
“Yes,
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Wa~ forenngie
reaiize wil Nis e, P
Paris—evoer. N
tact, excent this far ol chateau—and
cenve sttt ~ame in'o hoi il cash., His
fortune over and apove this property
exceeds a million sterling.  Both the
and all traces 01l the wiere-
abouts of the fortune were lost un-
il a few woeks avo. Thev are In

v trenuaed times, he
to bhe ab.e to
TS 1n and near
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’aris now in the hands of myv client.

Attached to the will is a plan marxing
1O exact s=not where the iron choest
containing the fortwine lies buried. It

. is on this very property, M. Villebeis;
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Phantom
Forfune,

BY JOEIN FORXKDNMAIN.
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it was in the summer of 1555 when
all the talk of Paris
drama which had taken place im the
dreamy little village of Belsance, in
the Alpes Maritimes, eighteen hours
by rail {frop the gay city and twenty

minuvtes’ walk from the beautiful blue

Mcoediterranean.
Belsance! Till then not one

L B
(= | pounds purchase money, so that you

(7

turned on the

man '

but n<ither you nor any man in all
creation could discover it, even though
a life-time were spent cdizging into
the howels of the caith. These are my
terms, M. Viliebol-, You must sign a
deed makines over to e one-halt of
vour inheritance.  Out of that half ]
will pay to vou the hundred thousand

T

et

will receive about <six and I four hun-

| dred thousand pounds.”

“But the fortune's my birthright!

. surely a commission—"

I Villebois.
search for it, especially if yvou want to

A0 a hundred thousand could recall to!

mind that pretty hamlet charmingly
situated on a rising ground dominat- .

ing the picturesque shore of the lovely
Riviera. Yet ten years before—how
fast the memory fades in the hurly-
burly of a hustling world!—in the life-
time of the late lord of Chateau Brian-
-court, this now lonesome spot was the
rendezvous of sportsmen—the center
Of revelry and festivities which at-
tracted the elite of tne province, and
not a few aristrocrats from the capi-
tal.

The lord of the manor, M. Villebols
de Briancourt, had lived a life of
pleasure, within and without his do-
main, to such an extent that when he
died in 1345, leaving an only son who
-expected to inherit his apparently bril-
liant financial position, his debts were
80 large that all that remained for the
heir, Rickard Villabois de Briancourt,
was the chateau with a rent roll of a
hundred and fifty pounds a vear.

Resourceless by character and with-
out any profession or initiative, Rich-
ard Villabois—for he has dropped the
seigniorial appellative of Briancourt—
became a misanthrope with only one
strong affection —an inordiante at-
tachment to the old family mansion.
Overtures had been made to him again
and again to sell the chateau, £10,000
being the last offer, which he had re-
fused to entertain for even five min-
utes. The solitude of the chateau
was shared by the old servant Jean-
ette, who had lived there since the
birth of her young master, M. Richard,
and for whom she bore an affection
almost maternal.

At the period of this narrative, M.
Villebois received the unexpecte: visit
of a stranger, who, coming by rail
from Paris to the nearest station, sr.d
thence by fly to Belsance, called upcn
him qbout 11 o'clock one June mern-
ing.

The stranger was a little dapper
man, with a bald head, about fifty

" sears of age, correcttr attired in town
eactume, which had undoubtediy scen
better days. .

‘Andre Latour?” queried M. Villa-
bois, as he scanned the card brought
¢0 him by Jeannette. ‘I don’t recog-

= =iz that name; but let him com? in.”
M. Latour was a business man, ev-
E; ry inch of him, and with scant pre-
: amble he explained the object of his

-\.. -I"_
o I
L
"..,

e
-
&

-
T |
LI ™Y

“TI am a financial agent, M. de Bri-

ancourt.”

wsi-  “Villebotis, if you please,” Interposed
Z== his interlocutor. __

£+ “But I am not mistaken, I hope. You
=" are: M. Richard Villebois de Brian-

=0 court, owner of this ‘chateau, are you

=

; but I am better known as
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&r i “Very. good. A cllent of mine, a
% “/wealthy man, is anxious to acquire this
== demesne, and if you are disposed to
%%/ gell it -you have but to name any rea-

““unable figure, and we can finish the
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“You have heard my conditions, M.
If vou want the whole,

@orten your life by bitter disappoint-
ment. Here are the deeds ready for
vour signature,” added M. Latour, as
he drew from his pocket two manus-
cripts, and placed them on the table.
“Well, if T must,” sighed M. Ville-

bois.
“No, no! all vou must do is to please

vourseif."”

So M. Villebois, without further hes-
itation, s-=ized the proffered pen and
signed the two documents which re-
lated respectively to the assignment
of half the fortune, and to the sale
of the chateau for the sum of one hun-
dred thousand pounds, pavable twelve
hours after possession.

“VYery good,” exclaimed M. Latour,
placing the document In his coat
pocket. |

“The Chateau Briancourt is my
property from this moment.” Then
whispering in the ear of M. Villebois,
he continued: “The secret I sell to
you only, you understand. You must
find a pretext to send away that ser-
vant of yours till tomorrow morning.
I will be here at 6 o%lock this even:
ing. Be alone and ready with a pick,
a shovel, a lantern and a stout rope.”

Then with a lordly flourish of his
left hand the new owner of Chatean

‘Briancourt bade adieu to the bewll-

dered M. Villebois and departed.

Jeanette was pleased to hear that
she could go to visit some of her rela-
tives about four miles away and re-
turn the next day. Punctually at the
appointed hour M. Latour tapped at
the door, which was opened by M. Vil
lebois, whose features betraved his
mental agitation.

“Is all ready?” inquired M. Latour,
gayly.

“Yes, T have everything here,” re-
joined M. Villebois.

“Follow me then, to the kitchen,”
saild M. Latour, leading the way. I
have the whole plan of the place in my
mind’'s eve.”

Taking the pick in hand, he wrench-
ed up the wooden flooring, under
which lay a stone slab with an iron
ring in it. On raising the slab a flight
of narrow stone steps was discovered.
Down went M. Villebois with the lan-
tern, followed by M. Latour, carrying
the tools.

“One—two—three paces to the right
of the bottom step,” said M. l.atour, as
he strode forward and suddenly stop-
ped. “This is the spot—just here.
Now we shall have to ralse these
bricks.”

Then the two men set to work hack-
ing out the brick and the earth below
them to a depth of four feet, when the
pick struck something verv hard.

“It's the chest!” murmured M. lLa-
tour, in a suppressed tone, as if he
were afraid the very walls might hear
him. *“That’'s right, shovel out the
earth. Here, give me the rope. As
soon as we get down to the handles I
will slip it through them ‘and pull up
while you loosen the earth around with
the pick.” '

With feverish excitement M. Ville-
bois seized the pick and labored with
all his feeble force to remove the sur-
rounding earth.

“There, I've got the rope through
one handle,” sald M. Latour, as he
crouched down to draw the epd over to
the other side.

“But how shall we open the chest

when we've got it up?” gasped M.

“Am I ®ad or
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' “Oh, leave that to me. Al the

So they picked and shovelled until
the second handle was free for the
rope to pass through it. Then a knot
was adjusted, so that both the men
could pull on to a single line to raisc

the chest to the surface.

“1t's coming! It's coming! By
Heaven, the millicn at last!” cried the
»xcited M. Viilebois.

But M. Latour kept a cool head. a~d
Ineelinz down, he placed the shove! in
1 manier to nrevent rhe chest clipning
hack.

Pulling wi'l 211 their mieht. Me la
rour at NG 'th ana M. Vil

1. e e
the . vy 1.2
hois jus-’ ‘ chost

beind hig, the wWas
slowly drawn to the s:rface a:.1 M
Latour knelt again to dctach the rope
while M. Villebois seized the pic';. and
raising it high in the air. c8 ve the
hairless skull of his partner.

Hurling aside th~ lifeless mass, with
vietin's
pocket he labore:l with almoszs
human foree to Yreal: in the

ST

chost,

- And when, at the 2nd of an hcur, the

Hd gave wayv, exporsing the contents
ne took off his coat to make a bundle
of them, and carried them up the
Step8 away to the (dining room, where
he spread them ot oa the table.

What a treasurce to behold' Instead
of gold. it consisted of a million
nounds in notes issued by banks which
oXxisted before tue Revolution, before
rhe restored monarchyv, and bhefore the
First and Second Empires!
now?
frretrievablv lost in the bygone strug
cleg for national libarty!

Jeanette returned, and when, aftel
four hours' knocking in vain, she call
ed the villagers to smash in the door
of the chateau. forsooth! thev found
a madman «sitting at the table, his
arms sprawled aimlessly over it, with
crimpled banknotes in his frenzied
arasp. as he moaned

“'Tis mine! 'Tis all mine!
lion! My heritage!” — New
News.
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71,131 POSTOFFICES.

New York Has the Greater Number
of Presidential Offices.

Washington special to the Philadel-
phia Ledger: Accompanving the re-

| port of the fourth assistant postmas-

ter general are tables showing in de
tail the number of posioffices of every
class in the several states, the amount
of business done, and the cost of
maintenance.

There are 3,265 offices of the presi.
dential class, whose postmasters are
appointed by the President and whose
salaries are $1,000 and upwsagd. Thes»
offices are subdivided Into three
classes, the classification being based
on amount of business done, which
In turn determines the salary of the
postmaster.

There are 63,766 offices of the fourth
ciass. For these the postmasters are
appointed by the postmaster general.
Like the presiden:ial offices, salaries
of pcstmasters of the fourth class are
regulated by the amount of business
done. The total number of postoffices
of all classes is 71.131. During e
vear there was an increaze ot 22¢
presidential and a decrease of

3. 064
fourth class offices The latter change
15 attributable to the extension of the
rural dellvery system.

New York has the largest number
of presidential offices, but stands
sixth on ‘the list in fourth class of
fices. Pennsylvania follows New
York on the presidential list, but
teads all the states on the four:h
c.ass list. The states fhaving upward
of 100 presidential cffices are gZiven
velow according to rank:

New York 407, Pennsylvania 287,
[[linois 334, Towa 293, Ohio 276, Mich-
igan 239, Texas 214. Indiana 196,
Missouri 183, Massachuset:s 182, M nno
°sota 176, Wizcounein 174, Kansasz 170,
California 162, Nebraska 134, Necw
Jersey 127.

The number of fourth class flices
15 largely controiled by local circum:
stagres and conditicns. The srates
naving more than 1,000 fourth class
offices are given below in the order
of their importance:

Pennsylvania 4,208, Virginia 3.515.
Kentucky 3.145, Texas 23.013, Nrrth
Caro’ina 2,803. New York 2.715. Miss-
ouri 2,550, Ohio, 2.373, Alabama 2.3453.
West Virginia 2,209, Georgia 2,121,
Mississippi 2.068, Arkansas 2,007,
Tennessee 1,920, Illinois 1.895. Michi-
gan 1,0.4, Indiana 1,498, California
1,492, Minnesota 1.379, Wisconsin.
1,333, Iowa 1,278, Louisiana 1,278,
Kansas 1,227, Florida 1,137, South
Carollna 1,119, Maine 1,037.

Maryland has 955 offices of the
fourth class; New Jersey, 739: Mass
achusetts, 602; New Hampshire, 460;
Vermont, 459; Connecticut, 347: Del-
aware, 112, and Rhode Island, 112
OKklahoma, with 796 offices, outranks
all the states last named, except
Maryland.

In the matter of gross receipts
those at the New York offices were
$23,391,241, a sum almost double the
total received at the offices of Ilii-
nois and Pennsylvania, the two states
ranking next to New York. Follow-
ing were the receipts from the states
named: New York, $23,391,241: TI1li-
noise, $14,858,880; Pennsylvania,
$12,284,103; Ohio, $8,201,532:
ouri, $6,550,984; Michigan, $4,498,-
843; California, $4,286,060; Minnesota,
$3,582,713; Indiana, $3,555,735;: Iowa,
$3,496,755:
Wisconsin,
068,420.

$3,298,927; Texas, $3,-

The crew of a Dutch fshing vessel

which was_in a collision in the North

Sea resently were all down below at
nravar@ when foa dicastar ogcourrad

»

Alas!

Miss-

New Jersey, $3,453,588: '

LIV e Xl G B S R BV A g r Y A

1e need-
-ful for that little job is in my pocket.”

r
g L
- w

%, iy -

. The Queen oi! Greece Is a yachtswo-
man.

Queen Alexandra is greatly interest-
ed in photography

The Queen of Italy has chosen shoot-

iqg and motoring as her principal hob-
lies,

There is a boat in a canal north ot

' London which is entirely “manned” by

- wonmen,

The Empress of Russia has a passion

for caricaturing and the collection of
caricatures.

Mrs. Louise G Smith, whose mother

was a sister of Thowmas Jelferson is

dead at Louisville.
The Queen of Norwarv and Sweden,

- nutside of her family and public life, is
~ devoted to religion.
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Wh_f-n an unmarried woman dies in
Brazil the coffin, hearse and livery of
the coachman are all scarlet.

Although eighty-five vears old, Mrs.
Sarah McLaughlin, of Lynu, Mass,,
does a good day’'s work binding shoes.

The hobbies of Queen Wilhelmina,
the “girl Queen" of Holland, are skar-

| Ing and riding, but from ek%iidhood she

1las devoted herself to rarsing poultry.

Women of the Spanish aristocracy
have given jewels valued at #15.600 to
IMaAsd a4 new crown for the reputedly
wonder-working silver image of the
Virgin in Seville's cathecdra.

Lonise Michel, the famous Frenelh
Arnarchist, has almost entirely recov-
cred from the severe attack of pleuro-
paoeumonia which nearly ended Ler
stormy career recently. Nhe is seventy.
iour years old,

.'J'L‘*L'Pse Humbert, who is confined in
t1e prison at Rennes, has develored
tuch a wania {ar writing abusive. in-
cohereat letters to officials concerning
the supposed dissipation of the Craw-
ford millions, that the authorities are
ccnsidering her transference to an asy-
lum {or the insane. .

LOUIS AIDT'S
SHOE HOUSE

for your Shoes.
Cheapest in the Oity.
Speoials of fine Bhoes ef ths

| ‘aldst it]lﬁﬂ

- Tum  §0¢ up.

Ludies’ from TB8o wp, Mlsses
Men’s from 08¢
ip.  Boys’ from 90e wp. Chil
iren’s from 986 ap.

A ftuid line of Rubber Boots and
wadied aod Children’s Rubbers.

04 and 706 Druid Hill Avs
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. &y McCormick, and
'd otber millionaire
e 1D ventors began lile
gy poor.
ks Fortines awalt
OISy other inventors.

A Can you devise Ime=
&3 provements on articles
R in common use ?

While you delay, others
mny patent your {deas.

We guarantee azainst loss
fves peeid Us for services.

: 'T.' Fees raderate and parable by

RY2Y (Listalmerts “Ynoentor’e
& g Tusistant ' st free on requess.

g LOFP & 0N v

. Waslington, D. @
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MARTLAND [NOUSTRLAL AND AGais

TURAL [MSTITOTE MOR COLORED
g '} Secan

Including Courses in Agric~lture |

t’ractical and Scientific Stock Rais

ng. Dairying, Carpentry, Printing

Dressmaking, Cooking, Domesti
Elemeatary and Norma

Expense, $7.00 per month.

OCTOBEP Jst. TO JUNE 1st

Por catalogue or further informa
Apply to
Rev. M. J. Naylor,

Acting President,
Bﬂ.ltimnre, M4
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50 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE
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DESIGNS

COPYRIGHTS &C.

Anyone sending a sketch and deseription may
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an
invention is probably patentable. Communica

tions strictly confldential. KANDBOOK on Ratents
sent free, Oldest cy for securing patentas.
Patents taken throuogh Bunn & Co. receive

special notice, without chearge, In the

Scientific American,

A handsomely illustrated weekly. I.arzest cir-
culation of any scientific journal. Terms. $3 a
ear ¢ four monthe, $1. Sold by all newsdealers,

N £ o,z verscen New York

Branch Office. 65 ¥ 8t.. Washington.

@

i — = a ——— -

- .

Results
Assured.
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James €. Mc@irt, PH. D.

THE NEW POET.

Editor-in-Chief and Owner
of “‘McGirt’'s Magazine,'
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Agents Are Making $5.00 Per Day Selling
““McGirt’s Magasine.”’

GREAT periodical published every month in
A order that we may have a paper that will be

read by both races, the white as well as the
colored, that the white race may know the many
great men and women of the colored race and whas
they are saying and doing.

Thousands of white, as well as the colored, read
this Magazine every month. Some of them declars
that they have learned more about the great men of
the colored race through this Magazine than they

ever knew before and that withont a doabt this periodical is far ln advance of
unytbing yet attempted by the Negro.

Each month it contains articles from the greatest writers of the race. Agents
are Just as sure of making $5.00 per day selliny this Magazine as they are in ane
<\wering this advertisement .

Write at once that you may be the first in the field. Send 50c. agents’ terms
ontfit, and a large number of Magazines, with which you may begin work a‘
nee. Sample copies sent only on receipt of 15 cents.

Sudscription to every one is One Dollar pPer year., Wrilo—

JAMES E. McGIRT, 420 S. 11th St. Phila. Pa.
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YOU CAN SEE
WHAT YOU . \‘
=| s g
ARE DOING '
—000—

SENT OUT ON
APPROVAL.

T'he Underwood Typewriter Co.,
S. W.Cor. Baltimore and Holliday Streets,

Baltimore, Maryland.

i
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the Baltimore Life’ Insurance Coxapany,
F. S. Strobridge, President.

' Home Office: S. &, Cor. ff'ﬁﬁ'”’.? and 6'/41'_;/ Sts. ﬂa’/{/mﬂn, W‘

Asscts $755.099.34. Reserves $312.694.20. _ Net Surpl's $241.030.20

Life Insurance Policies issued on ages from 2 to 70.
Premiums collected weekly from the homes of the insured.

| bis Sisters and several boys

i

YOU CAN DO IT

AFTER HOURS. WHEN YOU COME UL X OF
SCHOOL. WHEN YOUR WORK IS
DONE ON SATURDAYS.

COSTS YOU NOTHING TO TRY IT.
% T BN I

WE WILL START YOU IN BUSINESS

We will send you ten cotp
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les of the Afro-American
Ledger and you can sell them for Three Cents a copy.
This will give you a start, After that you can send us the
money. for as many copies as you need at one-and-a-half
cents per copy. Thus if you want ten copies the second
week, send us fifteen cents and we will send ycu the pa-
pers. You can increase your sales as fast as you please
and 1n a short time you wili be making good money.

Just send us your name and the name of your parents

and your address, and we will send 'you the first t ;
Absolutely FREE. 4 rst ten copies

You do not send us any Money for The First Ten Copie§
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‘Take the papers around and get the most prominent persons to writs
their names down that they will take the paper from you for one month
and then go around and get all the narhes vou can. In a little while

you will have al the customers you can supply. Attend to them regulase
ly an you will soon build up a good rrade.

JUST TRY IT FOR ONE MONTH AND SEE JWHAT
YOU CAN DO WITH IT. |

The colored news dealer in this city who does the largest businese
started out by selling this paper. He now has his Father, his Mother, -

: in the business and they are all making -
money selling papers and periodicals. e

YOU CAN DO THE SAKEE IF YOU WILL ONLY TRY.

It i3 all the same to us where youlivee.  Anywherein the U. S. will
You can sell this Paper,

Gre HAfro-IAmerican Co. p _
P07 St. Paul Street, Baliimore, Wdt - =
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Think it Over. A Trial Will Convince You. ' Low Rates, =i ¢ 38
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SO DO OTHER
PEOPLE! 5
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Suppose Your Ad. e
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