
   
    

  
  

    

             
A sign at Whitmore Park tells of lynching in Anne Arundel County. (Paul W. Gillespie/Capital Gazette)
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The Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliation Commission has 

received a $300,000 federal grant to research and address unsolved lynchings 

across the state, according to the state’s attorney general. 

Attorney General Brian Frosh said in a news release Wednesday that his office and 

the commission will work together in contributing to the project, which is called 

“Justice in the Aftermath: Documenting the Truth of Racial Terror Lynching in 

Maryland to Support Restorative Justice Among Affected Communities.” 

ADVERTISING 

“The grant will allow the Commission to acknowledge and address the brutality of 
lynchings that occurred in our own backyards,” Frosh said in a statement. 
“Lynchings were witnessed, tolerated and, too often, encouraged by leaders in our 

state. It is our obligation to do the difficult work to expose these harsh truths and 

address the harms to families, communities, and our state.” 

The funding also will help the commission — established unanimously in 2019 by 

the Maryland General Assembly — research cases of racially motivated lynchings 

that are not yet documented and investigate the involvement of government entities 

and news media in them. The commission is supposed to hold public hearings 

where a lynching of a Black person by a white mob has been documented, get 

PREPARE TO VOTE | Get educated on your local candidates VOTING GUIDE 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-lynching-funding-20201028-f6yh5optovd3nad4rf3jievbrm-story.html 2/9 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-lynching-funding-20201028-f6yh5optovd3nad4rf3jievbrm-story.html


 

             

Maryland health officials tell lawmakers about plans for eventual coronavirus
vaccine procurement, distribution
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recommendations from the public and determine how to address it for restorative 

justice. 
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Lynching in Maryland » 

At least 43 lynchings were committed in Maryland throughout the 19th and 20th 

centuries, the state attorney general said, and no person has ever been tried or 

convicted of the crimes. 

Then-President Barack Obama signed the Emmett Till Civil Rights Crimes 

Reauthorization Act in 2016, authorizing the Department of Justice and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to prosecute civil rights violations that occurred before 

1980. 

Frosh’s office applied for the grant through the Justice Department’s Emmett Till 
Cold Case Investigations Program. 
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