Made-to-measure suits

Ready-made prices

The fit is perfect. The details are a reflection of your
personal taste. And. during the month of September, we offer
clothing made-to-measure at no additional charge. You may be
surprised to learn that our made-to-measure suits start with
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HE_SCENE: A____
- Vseminar room at ’
¢ . Harvard. The oc-
- T wi:t———— Wl —caston:"an—oral”____
’ . 5 : - - I~ examination” for !
. a history senior
in danger of flunking his final
exam. The question: “Would
. _you care to to compare .the .
‘Ttalians’ experience of the
First World War with ‘their
- experience of the - Second
. World War?” Panic strikes
. the- student; beads of perspi-—-—
+.ration form on his brow. His ’
nervous response: “Youmean
ere were two?” )
- i . ; : : { - What_has_gone_wrong_
— b - ! R with historical ‘education?
¢ ' 2 - : ' Consider the landscape.
1 ore—professtoratHstorl=
" ans — those who earn their
bread by doing nothing else
— are at work today than at
any time since Herodotus
began his chronicle. Gradu-
ate programs in mighty
universities ~ produce le-
gions of Ph.D.'s, who goon... - !
. to produce yét more
. Ph.D.’s, who' populate the *
countless” conferences and
‘multiplying institutes. The
‘ once-spacious chambers of
the historical house have
become subdivided into
ever-smaller closets of spe- -
cialization. More and more
is known about -less and
less.. Articles . like “Labor
Relations in the Dutch Mar-
garine Industry 1870-1934"""
(History Workshop ' Jour-
nal, 1990) have no difficulty .
‘in finding a publisher.
e R : X ey N Things are-just-as bad in ——
A ) . B - " .. the high schools, where stu-
o et ——dents™ "sif ~ stupefied “over
- _world history textbooks the _
size of telephone directories

-] ) and about as thrilling to
B————— L 4 P == . " = ___read._Millions of publishing ____
. e e it Bt . dollars are tied up in an in-
: H . 7 ‘11' } h o f fl _d,_ I ___dustry_where__the_sacred
e e o = e 1storys*muse‘ as been mu ea, a . rule is “Do not give offense,”
) . . Simon Schama, a professor
hlStor.lan argues7 her POetl‘- of history at Harvard, is the *

. -11 d - author of “An Embarrass-
voices stilled. - o ment of Riches: An Interpre-
= tation of Dutch Culture in
the Golden Age,” “Citizens”
_and, most recently, “Dead

Certainties.”

............-.-.....-.....O-.-.--..-v-...n-"anﬁui--.-‘ 2 e a9 s 2o B 8 8 B0 OOa
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especially ot to politically
tees whose acceptance or re-
____jection.can make or break a_
" publication. Playing safe,
many of these books are
manufactured by an assem-
bly line of graphic designers,
editorial committees and
text drones; and. then rub-
ber-stamped - by scholars
paid to hold their noses and
- look the pther way. Entirely
- missing from these produc-’,
tions are the great narra-
tives of history, written by a
single hand or at most a pair
(like the Nevins and Com-
- mager-of my school days),
. capable of stirring the imag-
i feeding _the -im-_
mense hunger for historical
drama latent 'in"nearly ev-
ery young mind.

ARGELY DEMOTED

to a minor branch of

-civics, Clio, the Muse who
dare not speak her name; is
nonetheless under assault.

On the one hand, she is toid

to stand forth and deliver
_.the Eternal Verities of the
Western tradition; on the
other hand, she is told that

she is a wicked good-for-
nothing unless she becomes

“multicultural.”

Furious battles ensue

over niceties that would be
———comically preposteérous —
like the difference between
“ensiaved persons” and
“slaves” — if they didn’t
leave behind a wasteland of
bitter polemics. But “Euro-
—~eentric” and “Afrocentric”
.. name-calling. .misses. the
point entirely: namely, that

as long as history in schools

and colleges takes the form

of a scrapbook of documen-
~~tary snippets ‘and bland pi-
eties, its capacity to seize
——the imagiriation will be lost.
A multicultural history that
does nothing but offer user-
friendly shorthand guides

to world civilization (two
pages on Benin, two on the
Mughals) is just as likely to
bore with its gospels of an-
cestral saintliness as the
older " histories  distorted
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___..thermostatand
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_ ‘Inexpensive, clean ‘
Pull up an easy chairand watch the flames. Then, set the
the Encore® will runall night. Delivering -

This gas fireplace heats with amazing ease. -
Beautiful log lames, bountiful heat, and the convenience
of gas. The GoldenWarm” turns on and offinstantly...and -
_neverneeds cleaning. Heat that’s readywhenyouare!_.__—

heat—from wood!

eat for less money thanany other fuel.

Crafted of solid castiron, they're

Lstrous enamel colors. And all our wood-burming products rank among the cleanest burtfing

and most efficient money can buy, surpassing tough new federal air quality standards. Leam howyou canadd heat .

toyour home;for less!
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- = -everits by thelr emphasis or. Px&s-xn‘s&éwere‘s“;%éréhea‘fs-élrcohscmu?damrce‘ar‘n:*—'tac'urt"’ < ofice o tniE eaFili, —poetic power. Vet the only
.- cost-free-- European - dyna-— precariously on his nose, his- Gibbon - 'was™~~abruptly*=-on this' ‘famitiar * spot:"of =’ subject not taught irf uriiver-
gown greenish with the kind . whisked -away from Oxford .ground -walked other.-men. .- sity-departments of history **

mism, - .

"+ And while history in our of mildewy iridescence that by a father enraged by his. and women as actual as we - is narrative; even'when it;};

. " schools ;may be genuinely -much-used academic robes. flirtation with Catholicism . are today, thinking theirown " cautiously admitted to.t

. _.threatened with a kind of . acquire in damp East -An- ..and packed off to Lausafine  thoughts, swayed by their -curriculum, it makes a brief -

_'_;e_’st,ilcgg!.l,ichol&t_sji_&e.the_'ﬂ!aihalkszmkm&_chgapJngm,thunzellmLﬂomum.pus1ons_bm_nnuu_.nppeamncusunnmebbleu.___
“formidable Gertrude Him- cigarettes and flicking the flower.’ But his autobio- ' ‘gone, -vanishing ~.after an-- by the leaden boots of narra- -
melfarb fret and fume lest - ash into his trouser cuff, he ~graphical recollection of the. -other, gone as utterly as we tive  theory. Perhaps .we’ )

= footnotes-turn—into-an—en——was—a-—{ igure——*even—by—-—'_‘dééb-’and-du\l ~potation—of -—ourselvershallw'gmrlikrfshould—tratruur-ucademic—f"‘—

_dangered species. (I myself - Cambridge standards — of = the dons” is one of the most - ghosts at cockcrow.” historians, not in front of a

~ have recently been takento daunting eccentricity: I duti- damning accounts of the class of graduate students
___,task.by,_her_in_mc_New'_(ully.proceedetho read my._somnolent _quality- of _aca-. _UT--WHY-SHOU LD—-who-have-already-attained
—.-York Times Book Review ~‘clumsy essay on the con-’~demic life. . S we be spooked? stu-- “professional respectability,” :

- for omitting footnotes ‘in --version - of the Emperor G.M. Trevelyan, who -dents will reasonably “but in front of a class of ~ ’
" «Citizens,”. my book about - Constantine to Christianity - wrote so ‘eloquently of the-— ask. Why should we. _-eighth. graders, - for. whom ol
~—the- French Reévolution, a against the background op- . “sclerotic - self-congratula- . wander * - - among the importance of . history
___work expressly-written-for-—era of the-increasingly vio- —-tion of scholars,” abandoned-— -gloomy ~tombs? ~The-—will not be self-evident———" "~

.. -a popular audience.) Other - ‘lent storm. At one point, his fellowship at Trinity Col- answer should be unequivo+ ‘These’kinds of recommen-
" self-appointed _constables: just as I was nudging the lege, Cambridge, precisely  cal: History isn't a how-to dations are, I suspect, not
for Clio hit the panic button- ; .because . he believed .he .manual full.of analogies to- likely to be met"with bursts
‘- at the least sign of literary “would be intimidated by an- explain. -~ whatever t_his/Ao(_gpplausgAbyﬂmany_og my.
—playtulfess—Above-all,-hi —:alﬁiéil'lﬁs’t‘o’riin"s'—ffc?ﬁr?:?&éw’eek’"s’—c—rﬁis"»h'abpéns»to-be—colleagues,—even—thoug’h—a
torians are cautioned and _ating the literary “history. — Saddam as Hitler, Kuwait * fascinating debate " about ;
reprimanded: Eschew the  that was fermenting in his " as Munich — and certainly textbooks is, at last, appear-
bjective,~the- —ma ~The=— & Tin-the pages— ol the -
—tiver - great 19thcentury. 7 ——tonic Yor ethnic SelfEsteem " s newsletter, . Per-
~~'the-hard-and stony way of " ISR - “—can historian’ Francis Park-"."As an irreproachable histo-™"spectives. History “has al
. cumulative empiricism; the libel clt("(l from man did, in the end, become ° R. G. Collingwood, orice .. ways ~been “a_debatable ..
holy-grail at the:trail’send,— —a-professor-at-Hal b t; ( r and,"—as-Macaulay-noted:" :
| ct fipid_objectivity. — BT Q('h()(')l —Tis chair was in horticulture. ; It lies on the confines of two -
The of the historian s / For all these writers, his- man is. History is an indis- - distinct territories, Itisun- -
— tory-wns-‘notfa:remotemnd —-pensable—form—of “human —der-thejurisdiction of two™™

'

History

e necds to be
hetrut

__"should not-betray-the story—|
teller’s animation; it should (“[1]‘['1(’;[][“[]1. funereal place. It was 2. self-knowledge. Nations and  hostile powers; and like oth-
be a mask of dispassion. world that spoke loudly and communities can no more - er districts similarly situaty,
But self-effacement — the | ] N t __tl:gemly__to_.our_own_con__dlsregar,dthaspeciaUdndoL_edJt.is.ill-ge‘ﬁned,.lu-culti-
where s cerns. How can their sense _ insight that comes from the vatedvand ill-regulated. In- .

' pretense at distance — was

+—of the dramatic immediacy ~ study of their past than indi- .stead of being - equally

not’ a conspicuous ‘quality in™—
___thenistorianstreadinschool,— IR IO MITE N RIUE ’—be—r;vioed?-—1n—me~f1rsr——viduals—caxr—understand—sharedrbetweemmwo-ml.——*—'
___norindeedinanyof t the great ~ o | plage,ﬁhistoiy_needsvtoA-bp_mgméel\(es‘wi,thouLkno_ang__ers.,the__Reason,and_t.he S
~historical texts that have en- TR " liberated from its captivity  the deeds and beliefs of their Imagination, it falls alter-
“dured. The scholars I ad- })\ SOCI (ll in the ‘school curriculum, own families, their own an- nately under the sole and ab-
mired — David Knowles, who - ’ where it is held hostage by - cestors.’ ’ : solute dominion of each. It is
____ taught and wrote_about the Qtll(“(”\' * . that | great amorphous, utili- - I,U\_La_s,,l_thlnk._the.Roman_.sometunes.._ﬂcﬁon.,_luis____‘;_‘_
Tudor dissolution of the mon- * Ve tarian discipline called so- poet Horace who wrote that sometimes theory. ..."” X
~‘asteries as a tragic moment T cialstudies. Historyneedsto ‘a people without history re- " But when Macaulay wrote . -
‘rather than a triumph of Eng+ " declare itself unapologeti- mains locked in the mental-  this, he had the temerity and .

lish state-building; the Glas-° Emperor toward an expedi- ._cally for what it is: the study - ity of an infant who knows confidence of his 28 years.
.wegian’ Denis Brogan, who ent decision, there came a .of the past in all its splendid _ neither whence he came nor He had been born exactly
turned a sardonic eye on the deafening clap of thund X ssinoss. It should-revel in ™ ‘whither he will go. To-know ~ with the century in whose -
politics ‘of both the French Ullmann shot to his feet, the pastness of the past, the our past is to grow up. Histo-  progress he so fervently be- !
and American - republics; rushed to the window and. .strange music of its diction. ' ry’s mission, then, is to illu- - lieved. In 1828, the great. e
‘Richard Cobb, whose_ semi- exclaimed, “I hear the The very worst educational ~ minate the human condition work of narrative historia
nar on the French Revolution death-knell of Byzantium!"” tools used to interest children from the witness of memo- _— Carlyle; Bancroft, MicHe-'_ . -
> was'one of the chdotic glories———-And so, I imagine, he did. “in-history - aré,-to-my- mind,—-'ry.»-Yet the truths likely to be- let, Prescott, Mommsenand — "
of Oxford in the 1960’s and = Was Ullmann's- history — those “historical newspa- yielded by such histories Macaulay himself — still lay
- ~1970's == shared an instinctive ~ - that -astonishing ‘sense” of “pers” that flatten the experi- ““wilt always be “closer " to ~ghead. More significantly, . .
____ability-to-dwell-in-worlds-sep—i diacy-it-conveyed ence—of—past—centuries—into—thosedi ysed-ingreatmov——mmuchof "the Very greatest
___arated from our. own by time,—the w_orse,for-it?»Wasvherthe-——modemvnewspaperheadl'mes-els—or—poems—(hamthe—ab-’i imaginatiw:writing-ohhe“"_'“

" and to bring the closeness of . more dubious scholar, the. with Q. and A. interviews of stract general laws sought century would address itself :

that experience of the “other” weaker . analyst,  for this Thomas Jefferson or Freder- - by social scientists. - . " directly to history: “The Bé-
to their work, to give it voice psychological abridgment  ick Douglass, thus robbing To this end, the institution « trothed” by Manzoni, “War
' and‘t.:olor and texture. of the centuries? I very - these figures of their own - of protocols of objectivity, and Peace” by Tolstoy, “Fe-

- . much doubt it, any: more voices and draining them of policed by Clio's constabu- lix Holt the Radical” by
PERHAPS THE MOST EC- than Macaulay was hobbled " exactly the qualities that lary and - accountable to George Eliot, “Les Miséra- <o
cenLﬂcgf_these.involunmry.-_byjlisebumembeliet.imhe,-lmake history.so grippmg.mie__some-sorpolsupreme—H is——bles"-by-Victor Hugo;*'Senti—-——

time-travelers was Walter Whig religion of progress, storytelling power of histofy " . torical Court appointed by = mental Education” by Flau-. '

Ulimann, the great historian or Jules Michelet by his - does not depend on its being__ the ‘American Historical As-_bert. In 1874, Alexandre Du- '+~
~——of the papacy to whose attic___burning faith_in_t e _c fﬁad%kéga'rgita:ed:afs;gﬁe‘@b’rk;E&Tiﬁé'ﬁ,';sééxﬁé;agjesgmaéfcoﬁldfcdhgratulate?La.-—-——
__Crooms 'in;’ﬁNevﬂe's.'lCoﬁrt,:c'ratic.destiny.of-l-‘ e ——Nnews. Quiteﬂthe-oppositer‘in——presslngrtask-than-resloring—_—mnrt(ne-(only-hnIl«‘—ln-jest) e

. Trinity College, Cambridge, - The tension between popu- ~ fact: In the right hands it will - history to the forms by for having raised history to - -
—__——lwassenrm-mesummermim'tmsmﬁaﬁ—aﬁmhé'arm-—"——iﬁ——‘_ gain in power exactly as it which {tcancatch the public _ the status of a novel.-——=—=  --
19ﬁ5Ato,s,tudy_medieyal,histo—,ter_s__ot_profeSSIonaLdecq-‘ dmererom._rather._man,re-f_lmaginationr—'rhat:form;:as:::menfinfthe-'thlrdquarter:—':—";z
ry-:The-day-was unusually’ “rum-is-itself-ancient history. embles; the-pabulummfourwKen-*Bums‘s*stunning—BBSFo! the-lastcentury; as’ histo=——_""
stormy, a'gray-black'morn-" Many of the most endiring _throwaway - “ififoFmation series on the Civil War ¢ dem- - ry became an'academicdis-+ . [
Ing it up by sudden forks of ~ historians — “Voltaire, Gib-—werld.~+ “onstrated, ought to be narra- _cipline, the free companion-
lightning. . In his philoso- bon, Macaulay, Carlyle and G.M. Trevelyan put it  tive; not to - discard .argu- ‘shlg betveen literature and
f:‘phefrcelWWsmWre@WWWWm’oﬁistory-— Tent” and analysis, butto -~ history was deemed by new-— =
__,)-hunchedA_ﬂgure;oLUllmann,~_outslde ‘the_academy_but in__lies in_the quasi-miraculous . lend it.proper dramatic and.. ly - founded—university ~des— e

———
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next, miiiennium. "
"'seems safe.to predict that’

o

. Nthe

oy “

storytellers-not

. ‘partments to be fundamen- ' vania: Had.they done So, -
. tally unserious. The: story- "-they would have seen that ‘ground, they hecame ag- - \ .
_tellers were shov&uﬂgby__m&pmmm;ﬂéwnughwjrmelyd Ihe prescl N < the strategists-of.publishing

t—10-

It

only lost

——Stre Ing =t o= tragments et Toria —medin)_are ‘alréady’ plan-
—===gtructing = from~ fragments==pages that follow, vt - - E A : -
" and clues what they insisted  shed light on..... Sir John Seeley and Bishop .. flt neration ol ning to greet it with projects’

. wouldbe an empirically ver- - : . Stubbs,’ ‘the vigilantes of _ . . - of epic magnitude — ency: .
ifiable, objectively grounded AS THE ‘ACADEMIC INSTI  British and imperial and | nstoriins .clopedias, muitipart flim se-

—fries,“T-'shlrts"‘and*bixmp‘e’F"-‘"

__stickers that will- proclaim ---
I survived the second mil-

—lennium,” Nintendo history -
in which whole agesandem-" "

. pires stroll past for review, -

~to be judged with politically ™

——version—of -an—event,—its— tutions—of - history‘grew‘Iﬂ'*constltutlonal“ history."The ™
_causes and  consequences.. | strength and numbers, so the thrilling, beautiful prose of - - .
precisely delineated.” Until, Juggins-Buggins-Muggins the Bostonians — Bancroft, . must IH](i Its
s thnt-*is,—another-—historian'—syndrome“becsmen!ie'pre?“Prescott‘and‘Parkm‘an'-—_»_

. working from exactly the dominant -form of historical :began to gather dust and- . oW \'()il'(‘
same sources came to ex- argument. Analysis “was to line the shelves of antiquar- § .
———gactlythe “opposite "conclu=" proceed” by‘khucklé—ra’ppi‘ng""lan"bbbk‘stofé‘s‘,‘wheré‘ théy
... Slon, . thereby . establishing’ ,correclipns;,u_xe,temporarﬂyﬁ'_may‘stlll . be .dependably. """ '_..acceptable impartiality.——m—i—e—r
the character of “historical . victorious scholar inevitably - found, neglected glants - - N Is it too much to hope that -
debate,”. a differentiation became the. ignominiously ‘slumbering within their fiction- writers outside the between the ¢ontending bat- -

- _game played in almost ev-- corrected dunce. The subject.-- dark green casings of cloth - @academy - —' like- Richard ‘- talions -slugging - it outto-
———ery-historical-journal—The—of history-became otherhisto—and-meroceor———r———="-= Rhodes—J-—Anthony—Lukas——heap-blame orpraiseonthe

conventional ~ form . runs  rians. And the narratives that = To emulate, of course, is - and Taylor Branch — have - record of imperfect human-" """,
_'____v_somelhlnglike,l.his;,,r__,__had,been,Ihurea'umeﬂectu-;noLtojmlmte..W&shaanev_-ix;reﬂled_.forceful-and_cre-__i!y_me_patlms;o!‘the_pa’st_;._—
—____“Serfdom in Baroque Fre-__al engine in works by Motley, . er write again in their.man-_... ative, even epic, work on the _mightonce again find its his-——— -
. donia: A Revision” by John the celebrated historian of ner.and with their rhetorical history of our century and. torian? Will we, like Arthur :
J.Juggins. - - : the Dutch revolt, or Michelet . confidence, nor should we. ~find a correspondingly large ~ C. Clarke’s voyager of 2001,
‘In 1968, Wendy F. Mug- were now demoted to mere _try. The présent generation reading public. . _discover. our  beginnings '
gins published her seminal entertainment. The power to . of historians must find its ‘And then there are com- while we search for the fu- . -
article on manorial social make a reader live within . own voice, just as every gen- memorations of significant’ ture? More modestly, - we .-
structure in 17th-gentury . such vanished moments, to eration has before it. The dates like 1776, 1789, even - may, perhaps,  hope for -
Fredonia. A decade’later, feel for a while the past to be narrative tradition is by no.. 1492 — time-markers not to. some grand narrative that :
_____thisorthodoxy was substan-__more real, ‘more urgent than_._means_extinct._In_work_of _be dismissed out of hand any— will —recall—the—time —de~————.—
i tially correcteéd . by Cuth- the present, was henceforth  unimpeachably “profession-. more lightly than our own scribed by Macaulay, when R

bert C. Buggins, basedona left tothe historical novelists, al” historians and’ scholars private anniversaries - —’ ‘the appearance of a new his- - .
reading of Fredonian.tax whilé the “professionals” got — Bernard Bailyn, Jonathan. that in their best narratives . tory was’so exciting -that .’
" records. .Unaccountably, ~on with “serious work,” the -~ Spence, Eric Foner, James  bring present and past lives . “the " circulating . libraries
neither Muggins nor Bug- productionof a Definitive Ex- . McPherson, . william into dffect, vivid communi- ' are mobbed; the book societ- .
«««««« gins- consulted local ‘mano'—_—plana(lon——!or—~lf'nporumt-*~4Cronorr,~Peler- Gay ~-it-re-- cation. """ forirmemnne o jog ~gre - iR COMMotion; - the —="""
___rial.records .in Upper. Syl-.. Events. ... o 'ommme __mains brilliantly vivid. Non-. _We are on the threshold of --. new novel lies uncut.” B
L . LI Lt . N . . . o e .
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beyond belief and i's ours exciusively.
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