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296 THE UNDERGROUND RAIL ROAD.

master recognized him and was bent upon stopping him. Pete held on to
his pistol, but moved as fast as his wearied limbs would allow him, in
an opposite direction. As he was running, Pete cautiously, cast his eye
over his shoulder, to sce what had become of his old master, when to his
amazement, he found that a regular chase was being made after _him,
Need of redoubling his pace was quite obvious. In this hour of peril, Pete’s
legs saved him. , '

After this signal leg-victory, Pete had more confidence in his “ under-
standings,” than he had in his old pistol, although he held on to it until he
reached Philadelphia, where he left it in the possession of the Secretary of
the Committee. Considering it worth saving simply as a relic of the Under-
ground Rail Road, it was carefully laid aside. Pete was now christened
Samuel Sparrows. Mr. Sparrows had the rust of Slavery washed off as
clean as possible and the Committee furnishing him with clean clothes, &
ticket, and letters of introduction, started him on Canada-ward, looking
quite respectable. And doubtless he felt even more so than he looked ;
free air had a powerful effect on such passengers as Samuel Sparrows.

The unpleasantness which grew out of the mischief done by the ox on
George Matthews’ farm took place the first of October, 1855. Pete may
be described as a man of unmixed blood, well-made, and intelligent.

« MOSES” ARRIVES WITH SIX PASSENGERS.

“ NoT ALLOWED TO SEEK A MASTER;”—* VERY DEVILISH ;’—FATHER “ LEAVES TWO -
. LITTLE 8ON8;”—% USED HARD ;”—‘ FEARED FALLING INTO THE HANDS OF YOUNG
HEIRS,” ETC., JOHN CHASE, ALIAS DANIEL FLOYD; BENJAMIN RoOSS, ALIAS
JaMES STEWART; HENRY R08S, ALIAS LEVIN STEWART ; PETER JACKSON, ALIAS
‘STAUNCH TILGEMAN ; JANE KANE, ALIAS CATHARINE KANE, AND RoBERT Ross.

The coming of these passengers was heralded by Thomas Garrett as

follows: : .
THOMAS GARRETT'S LETTER.

WILMINGTON, 12 mo. 20th, 1854.

Esreemep Friexn, J. MinLer McKix :—We made arrangements last night, and sent

away Harriet Tubman, with six men and one woman to Allen Agnew’s, to be forwarded
across the country to the city. Harriet, and one of the men had worn their shoes off
their feet, and I gave them two dollars to help fit them out, and directed a carriage to be
hired at my expense, to take them out, but do not yet know the expense. I now have two
more from the lowest county in Maryland, on the Peninsula, upwarde of one hundred
miles. I will try to get one of our trusty colored men to take them to-morrow morning to.
the Anti-slavery office. You can then pass them on. TrOoMAS GARRETT.

HARRIET TuBMAN had been their “Moses,” but not in the gense that
Andrew Johnson was the *“Moses of the colored people.” She had faith-
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fully gone down into Egypt, and had delivered these six bondmen by her
own heroism. Harriet was a woman of no pretensions, indeed, a more
ordinary specimen of humanity could hardly be found among the most
unfortunate-looking farm hands of the South. Yet, in point of courage,
shrewdness and disinterested exertions to rescue her fellow-men, by making
personal visits to Maryland among the slaves, she was without her equal.

Her success was wonderful. Time and again she made successful visits to
Maryland on the Underground Rail Road, and would be absent for weeks,
at a time, running daily risks while making preparations for herself and
passengers. Great fears were entertained for her safety, but she seemed
wholly devoid  of personal fear. The idea of being captured by slave-
hunters or slave-holders, seemed never to enter her mind. She was appa-
rently proof against all adversaries. ~While she thus manifested such
utter personal indifference, she was much more watchful with regard to
those she was piloting. Half of her time, she had the appearance of
one asleep, and would actually sit down by the road-side and go fast asleep
when on her errands of mercy through the South, yet, she would not suffer
one of her party to whimper once, about “giving out and going back,” how-
ever wearied they might be from hard travel day and night. She had a
very short and pointed rule or law of her own, which implied death to any
who talked of giving out and going back. Thus, in an emergency. she
would give all to understand that “ times were very critical and therefore no
foolishness would be indulged in on the road.” That several who were
rather weak-kneed and faint-hearted were greatly invigorated by Harriet’s
blunt and positive manner and threat of extreme measures, there could be no
doubt.

After having once enlisted, “they had to go through or die.” Of
course Harriet was supreme, and her followers generally had full faith in
her, and would back up any word she might utter. So when she said
to them that “a live runaway could do great harm by going back, but
that a dead one could tell no secrets,” she was sure to have obedience,
Therefore, none had to die as traitors on the “ middle passage.” It is obvi-
ous enough, however, that her success in going into,Maryland as she did,
was attributable to her adventurous spirit and utter disregard of conse-
quences. Her like it is probable was never known before or since. On
examining the six passengers who came by this arrival they were thus
recorded : .

December 29th, 1854—John is twenty years of age, chestnut color, of
spare build and smart. He fled from a farmer, by the name of John
Campbell Henry, who resided at Cambridge, Dorchester Co., Maryland.
On being interrogated relative to the character of his master, John gave no
very amiable account of him. He testified that he was a “hard man” and
that he “owned about one hundred and forty slaves and sometimes he would
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gell” ete. John was one of the slaves who were “hired out.” He “de- &
sired to have the privilege of hunting his own master.” His desire was ‘
not granted. Instead of meekly submitting, John felt wronged, and made
this his reason for running away. This looked pretty spirited on the part .
of one so young as John. The Committee’s respect for him was not &
little increased, when they heard him express himself, o

BENJAMIN was twenty-eight years of age, chestnut color, medium size,
and shrewd. He was the so-called property of Eliza Ann' Brodins, who -
lived near Buckstown, in Maryland. Ben did not hesitate to say, in unqual-
ified terms, that his mistress was “very devilish.” e considered his
charges, proved by the fact that three slaves (himself one of them) were
required to work hard and fare meagerly, to support his mistress’ family in
idleness and luxury. The Committee paid due attention to his ex parte
statement, and was obliged to conclude that his argument, clothed in common
and homely language, was forcible, if not eloquent, and that he was well
worthy of aid. Benjamin left his parents besides one gister, Mary Ann
Williamson, who wanted to come away on the Underground Rail Road.

HEexry left his wife, Harriet Ann, to be known in fature by the name of
“Sophia Brown.” He was a fellow-servant of Ben’s, and one of the sup-
ports of Eliza A. Brodins.

HENRY was only twenty-two, but had quite an insight into matters and
things going on among slaves and alave-holders generally, in country life.
He was the father of two small children, whom he had to leave behind.

PETER was owned by George Wenthrop, a farmer, living near Cambridge,
Md. Inanswer to the question, how he had been used, he said “hard.”
Not a pleasant thought did he entertain respecting his master, save that he
was no longer to demand the sweat of Peter’s brow. Peter left parents,
who were free; he was born before they were emancipated, consequently, he
was retained in bondage.

JANE, aged twenty-two, instead of regretting that she had unadvisedly
left a kind mistress and indulgent master, who had afforded her necessary
comforts, affirmed that her master, “Rash Jones, was the worst man in
the country.” The Committee were at first disposed to doubt her sweeping
staterent, but when they heard particularly how she had been treated,

. they thought Catharine had good ground for all that she said. Personal
abuse and hard usage, were the common lot of poor slave girls.

" RoBERT was thirty-five years of age, of a chestnut color, and well made.
His report was similar to that of many others. He had been provided with
plenty of hard drudgery—hewing of wood and drawing of water, and had
hardly been treated as well as'a gentleman would treat a dumb brute. His
Seelings, therefore, on leaving his old master and home, were those of an
individual who had been unjustly in prison for a dozen years and had ‘at
last regained his liberty. : :
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* The civilization, religion, and customs under which Robert and his com-
panions had been raised, were, he thought,  very wicked.” Although these
travelers were all of the field-hand order, they were, pevertheless, very
promising, and they anticipated better days in Canada. Good advice was
proffered them on the subject of temperance, industry, education, ete.
Clothing, food and money were also given them to meet their wants, and
they were sent on their way rejoicing.

ESCAPED FROM “A WORTHLESS SOT.”
JOHN ATKINSON, '

* John was a prisoner of hope under James Ray, of Portsmouth, Va,,
whom he declared to be “a-worthless sot.” This character was fully set

forth, but the description is too disgusting for record. John was a dark -

mulatto, thirty-one years of age, well-formed and intelligent. For some
years before escaping he had been in the habit of hiring his time for $120

anoum, Daily toiling to support his drunken and brutal master, was
a hardship that John felt keenly, but was compelled to submit to up to
the day of his escape.

" A part of John’s life he had suffered many abuses from his oppressor, and
only a short while before freeing himself, the auction-block was held up .
before his troubled mind. This caused him to take the first daring step
towards Canada,—to leave his wife, Mary, without bidding her good-bye,
or saying a word to her as to his intention of fleeing.

John came as a private passenger on one of the Richmond steamers, and

- was indebted to the steward f the boat for his accommodations. Having
' been received by the Committee, he was cared for and sent on his journey

Canada-ward. There he was happy, found employment and wanted for
nothing but his wife and clothing left in Virginia. " On these two points he
wrote several times with considerable feeling.

Some slaves who hired their time in addition to the payment of their
monthly hire, purchased nice clothes. for themselves, which thcy usually
valued highly, go much so, that after escaping they would not be contented
until they had tried every possible scheme to secure them. They would
write back continually, either to their friends in the North or Sonth, hoping
thus to procure them.

Not unfrequently the persons who rendered them assistance in the South,
would be entrusted with all their effects, with the understanding, that such
valuables would be forwarded to a friend or to the Committee at the earliest
opportunity. The Committee strongly protested against fugitives writing
back to the South (through the mails) on account of the linbility of getting
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