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have seene, so that the Thames is but a little finger to it,
there are noe marshes or swampes about it, but solid firme
ground, with great variety of woode, not choaked vp with
vodershrubs, but commonly so farre distant from each other
as a coach and fower horses may travale without molestation ;
at our first comeing we found (as we were told) all in armes;
the king of Pascatoway had drawne together 500 bowmen,
great fires were made by night over all the Country, and the
biggnesse of our ship made the natives reporte, we came in a
Canow as bigg as an Iland, with so many men, as trees were
in a wood, with great terrour vnto them all: thus we sailed
some 20 leagues vp the river to Herne=Iland, so called for
infinite swarmes of hernes thereon, this we called S* Clements,
here we first came ashoare; here by the overturning of a
shallop w*® we had allmost lost our mades which wee brought
along, the linnen, they went to wash was much of it lost,
which is noe small matter in these parte: the ground is heare,
(as in very many places covered with pokiberies, (a little
wilde walnut hard of shell, but with a sweet kernell) with
ackhornes, black walnut, cedar, saxafras, vines, salladherbes,
and such like; it is not above 400 acres, and therefore too
little to seat vpon for vs: therefore they have designed it for
a fort to Command the river, meaneing to raise another on
the maine land against it, and soe to keep the river from
forraigne trade, here being the narrowest of the river: in this
place on our b: Ladies day in lent, we first offered, erected a
crosse, and with devotion tooke solemne possession of the
Country : here our governour was aduised not to settle him-
selfe, till he spoake with the emperour of Pascatoway, and
told him the cause of his comeing (to wit) to teach them a
divine doctrine, whereby to lead them to heaven, and to
enrich with such ornaments of civill life as our owne country
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abounded withall, not doubting but this emperour beinge
satisfied, the other kings would be more peaceable, with this
intention he tooke our pinnace and went therein higher vp
the river, in their way they found still all the Indians fleede
from their houses; till comeing to Patomecke towne, he found
there the king thereof a Childe, gouerned by Archihoe, his
vocle: here, by an Interpretour, they had some speech with
Archihoe (a graue and considerate man, and shewed his
errours in part vnto him, which he seemed to acknowledge,
bidding them all very welcome; they could pceed but little
with him in matters of religion, their interpretors being a
ptestant of Virginia, but promised shortly to returne to
him, some one or other; which he desired they would and
promised they should have the best entertainment they could
make them and his men should hunt and fish for them, and
he and they would devide what soever they got, being (as
they all generally be) of a very loveing and kinde nature
ffrom here they went to Pascatoway, the seat of the Emperour,
where 500 bowmen came to meet them at the water side, here
the Emperour, lesse feareing then the rest came privately
aboard, where he found kind vsage, and pceiveing we came
with good meaneing towards them, gave leave to vs to sett
downe where we pleased ; the king being aboard, his men by
the water side feared some treason, till by interpretours, we
assured them otherwise. In this iourney our gouernour tooke
Captaine Henrie flleet, and his 3 barkes, who had beene
a firebrand to inflame the Indians against vs. this Capt:
brought aboard our shipp accepted of a pportion in our
beaver trade, for to serve my Lord, excellent in language,
love, and experience with the Indians, most of all other, thus
he remained, vntill haveing talked with Claborne, another of
our chiefe enemies, he revolted, and leaveing vs went againe

19
Maryland State Archives: Documents for the Classroom MSA SC 2221-19-4-3



[D11673A]

and traded with out leave, and got that time above 200
skins, and as we feared incensed the Indians against vs; yet
first he had brought vs to as noble a seat as could be wished,
and as good ground as I suppose is in all Europe; whilest
our gouernour was abroad, the Indians began to loose feare
and come to our coart of guarde, and sometimes aboard our
shipp, wondering where that tree should grow, out of which
80 great a canow should be hewen, supposing it all of one
peece, as their canows vse to be, they trembled to heare our
ordinance thinking them fearefuller then any thunder they
had ever heard: the governour being returned from Pas-
catoway, by flleets directions, we came some 9 or 10 leagues
lower in the riuer Patomecke; to a lesser riuer on the north
side of it, as bigge as Thames, which we call 8* Georges, this
riuer makes 2 excellent bayes, wherein might harbour 300
saile of 1000 tunne a peece with very great safetie, the one
called S* Georges bay, the other, more inward S* Maries, on
the one side of this river lives the king of Yoacomaco, on the
other our plantation is seated, about halfe a mile from the
water, and our towne we call S* Maries. To avoid all occa-
sion of dislike, and Colour of wrong we bought the space of
thirtie miles of ground of them, for axes, hoes, cloth and
hatchets, which we call Augusto Carolino: it made them
more willing to enterteine vs, for that they had warres w* the
Sasquasahannockes, who come sometimes vpon them, and
waste and spoile them and their country, for thus they hope
by our meanes to be safe. God disposeing things thus for
those which were to come to bring the light of his holy law
to these distressed, poore infidels, so that they doe indeed like
vs better for comeing so well provided assuring themselves
of greater safety, by liveing by vs. Is not this miraculous
that a pation a few daies before in generall armes against vs,
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