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CHAP. V.,

The Jdccidenis that hapned in the Discorery of the
o Lay of Chisapeack.

‘THE prodigalitie of the Presidents state went so deepe into
our siall store, that Smith wnd Scrivener tyed bim and his
Parasites to the rules of propottion.  But now Smith being
to depart, the Presidents authorite so overswayed the dis-
cretion of Mr Screvener, that our store, our time, our strength
and labours were idely consumed to fulfill his phantasies.—
The second of Iune 1608. Smuh left the Fort 1o performe
his Discovery with this company.

Walier Russsell, Docior af Plrsicke.

Ralfe Mortan. _ ionas Profit. .

“Thomas Memior, ‘l el Anas Tedkill.

Williem Cantrill 2 Hobert Smull. | E

Bicherd Fetherston, = fames Walking. % i

lamei Burne, [::j lohn Powell. g

Michell Sicklemore, 3 Lnmies Read, 3
' ' Itichar! Kealc. ]

~These being in an open Barge neare three tvns burthen,

leaving the Phoeniz at Cape Henry, they crossed the Bay
to the Easterne shore, and fell with the Isles called Smiths
Isles, after our Captaines name. The first people we saw
were two gnim and stout Salvages vpon Cape Charles; with
long poles like lauelings, headed with bone, they holdly de-
manded what we were, and what we would; but after many

circumstances they seemed very kinde, and directed vs to
Accomack, the habitation of their Werowance, where we were
kindly intreated. This King was the comliest, proper, civill
Salvage we incountred. His Country is a pleasant fertilg
Aay soyle, some smal! creekes; good Harbours for small

“Barks, but not for Ships, He told ve of a strange accident
Z
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lately happened him, and it was, two children being dead;
dome extreame passions, or dreaming visions, phantasies, or
affection moued their parents againe to revisit their dead
carkases whose benummed bodies reflected to the eyes of
the beholders such delightfull countenances, as though they
had regained their vitall spirits.  This as a miracle drew -
many (o behold them, all which being a great part of his peo-
ple, not long after dyed, and but few escaped. They spake
the language of Powhatan, wherein they made such descrip-
tions of the Bay, Isles, and nivers, that often did vs exceeding
pleasute. Passing along the coast, searching every inlet,
“and Bay, fit for harbours and habitations. Seeing many -
Isles in the midst of the Bay we bore vp for them, but ere.
we could obtaine them, such an extreame gust of wind, rayne,
thunder, and lightening happened, that with great danger we
escaped the vumercifull raging of that Ocean-hke water. The
highest land on the mayne, yet it was but low, we called Keales
hill, and these vninhabited Isles, Russels Isles. "The next
day searching them for fresh water, we could find none; the
defect whereof forced vs to lollow the next Lasterne Channgell, -
which brought vs to the river of Highcocomoco. The people
at first with great fury seemed to assault vs, yet at last with
songs and daunces and much mirth became very tractable,
but searching their habitations for water, we could fill but
three harricoes, and that such puddle, that never till then we'
~ever knew the want of good watcer. We digged and searched
in many places, but before two daies were expired, we would
haue rofased two barricoes of gold for one of that puddle wa-
ter of Wighcocomoco. Being past these Isles which are man |
in number, but all naught for habitation, falling with a high
land vpon the mayne, found a great Pond of {resh water, but.
. so exceeding hot wee suppesed it some bath; that place we
called poynt Ployer, in honor of that mest honourable House'
of Mousay in Britaine, that m an cxtreame extremitie once’
relieued our Captaine. From Fighcocomoco to this place,
all the coast is low broken Isles of Morap, growne a myle of
two in breadth, and ten or twelue in length, good to cut for -
hay in Summer, and to catch fish and foule in Winter: but :
the Land beyond them is all covered over with wood, as I8
the rest of the Country. -

Being thus refreshed in crossing ouer from the maine ®:
other Isles, we discouered the wind and waters so much.
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increased with thunder, hightning, and raine, that our mast and
~ sayle blew ouerbord and such mighty waues ouerracked vs
~ in that small barge that with great labour we kept her from
- sinking by freeing out the water. ‘'T'wo dayes we were -
. forced to inhabite these vninhabited Isles which for the extre-
~ mitic of gusts, thunder, rainne, stormes, and ill wether we
~ called Limbo. Repairing our saile with our shirts, we set sayle
for the maine and fell with a pretty convenient riuer on the
East called Cuskarawaok, the people ran as amazed 1n troups
from place to place, and diuers got into the tops of trees, they
were not sparing of their arrowgs, nor the greatest passion
they could expresse of their anger. Long they shot, we still
ryding at an Anchor without there reatch making all the'
- signes of friendship we could. The next day they came vn-
- armed, with euery one a basket, dancing in a ring, to draw
vs on shore: but seeing there was nothing in them but villany,
we discharged a volly of muskets charged with pistoll shot,
- whereat they all lay tumbling on the grownd, creepmg some
" one way, some another into a great cluster of reedes hard by;
where there companies lay in Ambuscado. ‘Towards the
euening we wayed, and approaching the shoare; discharging
fise or six shot among the reedes we landed where there lay
amany of baskets aud much bloud, but saw net a Salvage.
A smoake appearing on the other side the riuer, we rowed
thither, where we found two or three little houses, in each a
fire,there we left some peeces of copper, beads, bells, and
Jooking glasses, and then went into the bay, but when 1t was
darke we came backe againe. Early in the morning foure
Salvages came to vs intheir Canow, whom we vsed with
such courtesie, not knowing what we were, nor had done,
‘hauing beene in the bay a fishing, bade vs stay and cre long
they would returne, which they did and some twentie more -
with them: with whom after a little conference, iwo or three
thousand men women and children came clustring about vs,
guery onc prescnting vs with something, which a little bead
would so well requite, that we became such {riends they would
contend who should fetch vs water, stay with vs for hostage,
conduct our men any whither, and giue vs the best content.
Here doth inhabite the people of Sarapinagh, Nause, Arseek,
and Nantaquak the best Marchants of all other Salvages.—
They much extolled a great nation called Massawomeles, in
gearch of whom we returned by Limbo: this riuer hut Duely
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at the entrance is very narrow, and the people of small sta-
turce as them of Highcocomoco, the Land but low, yet it may
prouc very commodious, because it is but a ndge of land be-
twixt the Bay and the maine Occan.  Finding thus Easterne
shore, shallow broken Isles, and for mostpart without {resh wa-
ter, we passed by the straites of Limbo for the Westerne shore:
so broad is the bay here, we could scarce percewe the great
high ¢lifts on the other side: by thew e Anchored that night
and called them Riccards Cliftes. 30. leagues we sayled more
Northwards not finding any inhabitants, leauing all the Eas+
terne shore, lowe Islandes, but oncrgrowne with wood, as all
the Coast beyond them so farre as wee could see: the Wes-
terne shore by which we sayled we found all along welt wa-
tered, but very mountanous and barren, the vallies very fertall,

but extreame thicke of small wood so well as trees, and much

frequented with wolues, Beares, Deere and other wild beasts:
We passed many shallow creckes, mi the first we found Na-
wigable for a ship, we ealled Bolus, for that the clay in many
places ynder the clifts by the high water marke, did grow

¢n in ted and white knots as gum out of trees; and in some
p‘nncﬁ so participated together as though they were all of one |
nature, excepting the coulour, the rest of the carth on hoth
sides being hard sandy grauell; which made vs thinke it Bole-
Armoniach and Terra sigiflate.  VWhen we first sct sayle some
of our Gallants donbted nothing but that eue Captaine wonld

make too much hast home, but hawing Tien in this smail harge
not abone 12 or 14, dayes, oft tyved at the Oares, our.bread
spoyled with wet so much that it wag rotten (yet so good were
their stomacks that they could dixgest it) they did with cons

tinuall complaints so importune him now to returne, as causeqd .
him 1}{35)}{35.1]{6 them in this manner. v

*

Gentleimen, 1f you would remember the memorable hastory

of Sir Ralph Layne, how his company imporluned hum lo
proceed in the discovery of Moratico, alleadzing they had ?63
a dog, that bemng boyled with sexafras levues, would richly

feede them i their returnes; then what @ shame would 18 be

for you (that hane bin so suspiious of my lendernesse) to force
me returne, with so much provision as we haue, and scarce
ablc to say where we have beene, nor yet heard of that we were
sent to seelce?  You caunot sy but Thawe shured with yoy
in the worst which is past; and for what s to come, of lodging,
dyet, or whatsoeuner, { am contented you allot the worst part
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to myselfe. As for your feares that Iwull lose my selfe in

these pnknowne large waters, or be swallowed vp in some stor-
nie gust; abandon these childish fearcs, for worse then 1s past
10 not Likely to ha}gen: and there is as much danger to returne
as to proceede. Regaine therefore your old spirits for returne
1 will not (if God please) till I haue seene the Massawomeks,
frund Patawomek, or the head of this water you conceit to
beendlesse. Two or3 dayes we expected winde and wether,
whose aduerse extremities added such discouragement, that
ihree or foure fell sicke, whose pittifull complaints caused vs
{o returne, leauing the bay some nine miles broad, at nme
and ten fadome water. -

~ The 16. of fune we fell with the riuer Patowomek: feare
'~ eing gone, and our men recovered, we were all content to
. 1ake sowe paines, to know the name of that seuen mile broad
- viuer: for thirtie myles sayle, we could sec no inhabitants:
'~ then we were conducted by two Savages vp a little bayed
sreeke, towards Onawmanient, where all the woods were
layd with ambuscado’s to the number of three or foure thou-
sand Salvages, so strangely paynted, grimed and disguised,
shouting, yelling and crying as so many spirits from hell could
not have shewed more terrible.  Many brauado’s they made,
but to appease their fury, our Captaine prepared with as
seeming a willingnesse (as they) to incounter them. But
the grazing of our bullets vpon the water (many heing
shot on purpose they might sce them) with the Keco of the
woods so amazed them, as downe went their bowes and ar-
rowes; (and exchanging hostage) lames Wathins was sent
six myles vp the woods to their Kings habitation. We were
kindly vsed of those Salvages, of whom we vnderstood, they
were conmanded to betray vs, by the direction of Powhatan,
and he so directed from the discontents at Jemes towne, be-
cause our Captaine did cause them~stay in their country

1

against their wills.

“The like incounters we found at Patowomek, Cecocawonec
and divers other places: but atMoyaones, Nacotchtantand To-
ags the people did their best to content vs.  Hauing gone so
dhigh as we could with the bote, we met diuers Saluages 1n
Canowes, well loaden with the flesh of Beares, Deere and
other beasts, whereof wc had part, here we found mighty-
Rocks, growing in some places aboue the grownd as high as
the shrubby trees, and diuers other solid quarries of diuers



