1776.

PROCLEEDINGS o CONVENTIOQON,

traduced, wizd, and pradlifed by the courts of law or equity ; and alio to ail adls of affembly in force on
the fir{t of june feventeen hundred and feventy-four, except {uch as mav have fince expired, or have been,
or may be altered by adls of convention, or this declaration of rights | fubyedt nevcerthele(s to the reviiion
of, mj amrndment or repeal by, the legiiisrure of this ftate ; and the inhabitants of Maryland are alis en-
titted to all property derived to them from or under the charter granted hy his majeity Charies the firit,
ro Cxcilius Cmqrt. baron of Balumore.

4. ‘That ail periom invefted with the legillative or executive powers of governmznt, are the truflees
of the public, and as fsch accounable for their canducl, wherefore, whenever the ends of govern-
ment sre perverred, and public liberty manifeitly endangered, and all other means of redr=fs are inef-
fectusl, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or citablith 2 new povernment; the dotrine
of nonreiiftance azainft abitrary power and oppreifion, is sbfurd, davith, and deftrustive of the good and
happinefs of mankind. . i ' .

5. That the right in the people to participste in the legillature is the belt fecurity of liberty, mud the
foursladon of ail govemnment; for thi purpode eiections ought to be free and frequent, and every man
having property in, a conimon interelt with, apd an attzchment o, the community, ought to have 1 nght
of lufitage.

6. That the lagiflative, executive, and judicial powers of government, ought to be for ever feparase
B o vt fufrending lams, or the execution of Luws, unels by or derived §

. Thit no power of (Ufpending laws, or the execubon ws, U or deri rom the legills.
l.'ur;::, ought to be exercifed or allowed. e

8. freedom of ipeech, ard debates or proceedings, in the legillature, cught not to be impenched
in any other court or judicature.

g. That a place for the meeting of the legillature ought to be fixed, the mofl convenient to the members
thereof, and to the depolitory of the public recoeds, and the legiflaure ought not to be convened or beid
at any other bue from evident necefhty.

19, That for the redrels of grievances, and for anending, flrengthening and preferving, the [aws, the
legiflature vught to be frequently convened.

11. That every man hath a right to petidon the legiflature for the redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable
and orderly manner.

rz. That no aid, charpe, tax, burthen, fee or fees, aught o be (ct, rated or levied, under any pratence,
without the conient of the begillature,

13. That the levying taxes by the poll is gricvown and oppreffive, and ought to be abolifhed ; that
paupers ought not to be allefled for the fupport of government, but every ather perfon in the (hte oumhe
to contribute hiv proportion of public taxes for the fupport of government accerding to his aftual worth
in real or pcrfwzr;m within this fate ; yet fines, dutizs or taxrs, may properiy and juitly be impo-
{ed or 1sid with 3 political view for the good government and bencht of the commuinity.

14. That anguj laws ought to be aveided, a3 far as is conbillent with the fafety of the itare; and no
law to inflick cruel unuiual pains ard penalties ought to be made, In any cofe, or atany time hereafter.

15. That retrofpeftive laws, puniihing fachs commurted before the exiBeice of fuch laws, and by them
galy declared ﬁimm:l, are oppreifive, unjult, and incompatible with liberty ; whegcfore no 2« pod fale
law gught o

16. That ro law m attaint particular perfons of treadon or felony, ought to be made in any cafe, or ax
iny time hereafber.

17. That every freeman, for any injury done to him in his perlon, or perc-petrf, ought to have re-
medy by the courie of the law of the land, and oughe to have juitice and riFlw:.I freely withour fale, fully
without any denial, and fpeedily without delay, accotding to the law of the land.

18. That the erial of faéls where they arife, is one of the grearell fecurities of the lives, liberes, and
eltate of the people.

1g. That in all criminal prefecuticone, every man hath a right to be informed of the accufation againdt
him, toharzac of the inditment or charge in due time (if required) to prepare for his defence, ™
be allowed council, to be confronted with the wimefles agzintt him, to have procefs for his witnedfies,
o examine the witnelles for and againit him on sath, and to a fpeedy trial by an impartial jury, withoue
whoie unanimous confent he cught ot to be found pulty.

z0. Thzt ne man ought to be compelled o give evidence againit himiell in 1 court of common law,
ar in any other court, but in fuch cafcs as have been wiually praftifed in this flate, or may hereafier
be direfted by the lepiflature.

21. That no freeman ought to be taken or imprifoned, or diffeized of his frechold, liberties or privile.
ex, or outlawed, or exiled, or m any manner de or tved of kis life, liberty or property, but b
E’ne judgment of his peers, or by l:h:l:ur of the Imﬂlj i ’

22. s[‘h:n excefiive bail ought not to be required; nor exceffive fines impofed, nor cruel or wmdfial
punithmenty inflicted by the courts of law.

2. That all warrants without cath, or affirmatian, 10 fearch {ufpelted places, or o fcixe any perion,
or propeety, are grievous and upprefive ¢ and all general warmants to ferch fuipeSted places, o to 2p-
prehend fufpected perfons, without nxming or defcnibing the place, or the perion in fpecial, are illegal,
and ought not to be granted.

24. T[hat there ought to be no forkiture of any part of the eflate of any perfon for any crime exceps
murder, or treafon spainft the ftate, and then oniy on conviclion and attainder.

14. That a w=) regulared milicia is the proper and natural defence of a free governmenx, '

26, That ftanding armics are dangerous o liberty, and cught ot to be raifked or kept up without con-
(enn of the legillature. .

27, Thatin all cafes and at all times the milicary ought ta be under fkricl (ubordination 19, ad control
af, the civil pawer.

28, That na follier vught to be quartered in any houfe in time of peace without the confent of the
swner, and in time of war in fuch manner only as the fegiflature fhall direct.

2g9. That no perfon except ezular foldicrs, mariners and marines, in the frrice of this ftate, or ou-
litia when in auil fervice, ouzht in any exir to be fubjef 2, or punifhable by, martial law.

0. That the indepandency and uprightnefs of judges are eflential to the impartial admintitration of
julfice, and a great fecuriey to the rights and liberties of the } wherefore the chancellor, and all
Judges, ought to hold commiflions during good beheviour, and the fiid chancellor and jwdges fhall be re-
moved for millchaviour, en <ourichon w: a court of law, and may be remeved by the gevernes, upon



