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The éuﬁsTITUTmH and Form of Go .
VERNMENT -propoled for thie' Confidera "
tion of the Delegates of Maryland.

3. FE~HAT the legiflature confilt of three diftinét branches,
; 2 gavernor, a fenate, and = houfc of delegates,

who fhail be fliled-the General Affembly of Maryland. .

- », That the honfe of ' delegates thall be chofen in the fol-

lowing manner : All freemen in this ftate, above twenty-one

years of age, having a frechald therein of' nat lefs than fifty

Y acres of land, ‘and =étually refiding in the county in which

hé offers to vate; or having not Ieis than forty pounds fler- .’
ling property in the fate, and having refided in she county |
in which he offers to vote, one wiole year nex: preceding J
the eleftion, fhall, on the firt Monday of Odtober 1779, :
and on the fame day in every third year for cver thereafter, .’
at the place appointed for holding the county coutts, elect |
viva voce, by a majority of votes, four delegates for their 5
re{peftive counties. of the moft wife, fenfible, aud difereet |
of the people, refidents.in the fate one whole y&ar next pre- L
qeding the eleftion, above-twenty-ome years of age, and ‘hav- ' |
inpr in the Rate a freehold in linds or tenements, above the

ue of _ unds fterling.

. That the fheriff of each county fhall be judge of the e-

ion, -snd may adjourn from day to day, omirtiug Sunday
if neceflary, till che fame be finifhed,. and [hall mEﬁ Kis ze-
tern thereof, under his hand, e the chaneellér of this fate
for the time being, - . | - -

4+ Thar all pesfons, qualifizd by the charter of the eity of
Annapolis to vote for burgefles, fhall, on the fame firft Mon-
day of O&ober 1779, and on the fame dayin cveryithird .
year for ever thereafter, eleft: viva voce, by a majority of
vates, two delegates,iqualified agrecable to the faid charter; -
that the mayor, recordes, and aldermen, of the faid eity, or
any three of them: le jndecs of the cleflion, mppoiat the
Ftace in the faid city for holding the {ams, and may adjoarn
- from day to day as aforefaid, and fhall make recurn thereof
as aforedaid. _ .

5. Thart all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimers-Town, and

having the fame qualifications as ele®oss in the connty, fhall,
S o .
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on the fame firk Monday of Oftober 177, and on the fame
day in every third year for ever theresfter, at fuch place in
the faid town as the judges thall appeint, elet viva voce, by
a majority of voter, two delepates, qualified as aforefaid.

6. That the thiee oldeft commifioners of the Taid-tdwn,
for the time being, fhallbe jadges of the faid elefion, -and
pry adjourn as aforefaid, and fhall make retnrn thereof ag -
aforefaid, buc the inkabitants of the {ald town fhall nct be
intitled to vote for delegates for Raltimore county. |

7. That the fenators be chofen in the following wianners
All perfons, gualified aa aforgfaid to vote for- county dele-
gates, fhall on the firt Monday of September 1783, and cn
the fume day in every feventh year for eved theyealler, éled
viva voce, by 3 majority ol votes, two perfohes for their re-
fpetlive counties, qualified as' aforefaid to be eletted county
cﬁa]eg:ltcs, te be eleltors of the fenate’, and the theriff of
vach county fhall held and be judge of the faid eleftan, and
maxe return ther=nf as aforefnid, ' ' '

8. That the {aid eleftors of the {enate meet at {uch place,
= hall be appointed for convening the legilature, on the
1kird Monday 1n Septepaber 1723, and on' the {ime day in
every feventh year for ever theresfier, they, ¢r any twenty-
taur of them fu met, thall proceed to glegt, by baflct, either
oot of theic own body, or the people at large, fifieen fens.
tors, men of the molt wifdom, experience and virtye, ahove
tweaty-five years of age, refidents of the flate aboye threa
whcle years next preceding the efe@ion, and havig therein
4 freehqld in lacds or enements, abpve the value 43? d

- pounds fterltng, | -

AP 'That the ftni_l.tﬂf&fhﬂﬂ b I:mllnred for.ar one ard th;l-,
fame time, and the Afteen, whe fhal] on ftrikicg the ballgts
appear to Lave the greateft numbers. in their favour, fhall be
accerdingly declared and retorned duly eledted ; but if two
or more fhall have an rqual number of ballots in their fa-
voar, by which k¢ choice fhall not be determined on the
hrit ballot, then the. eleftors fhall again hallet before they
feparate. in which they fhall ke ‘confined to the perions, wh
en Lhe firlt bajket thall have had an equal number ; and they
who (hall have the greateft number in their fuvaur on the fe-
cornd ballst, fhall be accordingly declared and returned duly
elefted : bat if the whole number thould not .thus be made
ups becaufe of an equal nember an the fecond ballot fill ba.
ing in favoar of two or more perfons, then the ele@ion thall
be deermined by lot, berween thefe who have equal num-
bers, S - 10, That
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t6. That the ele®ors of fenators tall judge of the qualifi-
catiens and eleftions of members of their %ud}r, gnd on
contelted ele@tion fhall admir 1o a fear, as an eleltor, fuch
qualified perfon, as fhall appear to them to'have the greartefll
number of legal votes in his favoor, '

11. 'That the eledtors immediately on their méeting, and
_before they proceed to the eleftion of {enators, take fuch
pash or affirmation, of fupport and fidelity to this flate, aa
‘'this convention or the lr:gifFaturn {kall dire€t, and an oath or
affirmation, ‘¢ to eled, without favour, affeflion, partiality,
or prejudice, foch perfas for {enators 23 they, in their judg-
ment and confcience, beligve beft qualified for the office,”

‘12, That the three branches of legiflacure meet annually,
on the firt Monday of November, or oftener if neceflary.

.13, That in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, difquali-
fication, ar removal nit of this Rate, of any {enator, ar on
%ia becomieg governor, or a member of the counel, the fe-
' nste thall immediately thereupon, o# at their next meeting
thereafter, eleét by ballot, in the fame rpanner as the elec-
tors are above direfied to chufe fenators, another perion in
his place, for the refidue of the jaid term of feven years.

14, That en the death, difqualification, refigeation, or
semaval out of this Rate, of any gelegate, or on kis becom-
ing povErnor, OT a member of th,:'tnm:t'cil, a warrant of e-
le&ion fhall ifflue by the fpeaker, ‘far the eleftion of andther
in hia place, of which ten days nptice, excluding the day of
potice and the day of ela&i&}l, fhall be given. )

15. ‘That not lefs than 2’ majority of the delegates, with
theis foeaker, [0 be chofen by them by ballot) conititute an
hoofe for the tranfafting aoy bufinefs, other than 'that of ad-
Journing. _ '

" 16. That not lefs than a nthjority of the fenate, with their .

refident, (to be chofen by them by ballor) con ftitute an
houfe far the trac{afting any bafinels, other than that of ad-
-journing. '

17, That each honfe thall appoint its own officers, 2 nd
fettle its own rules of proceeding. ' '

18, That a perfen of wifdom, expericace, and virtue,
fhall be chofen governar, on the fecond Monday of Novem-
ber 17777, ,and oo the fecond Monday in every year tor ever

thereatter, by the joint ballot of both houfes, to be taken n
each houofe refpeftively, depafited in a canference room, the
boxes to be examined by a joint committee of both havies,

and the numbers feverally reported, that the appointmentd
' may
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may be entered ; which mode of taking the joint ballet o
bath houfes Mhall be adopted in alf cafes, But if two or mare
fhall have an equal number of ballats in their favour, by
which the choice fhall not be determined oo the frit ballor,
then a fecond ballet fhall be taken, which thzll be confined
to the perfons, wha on the firft ballot thall have had an equal
numter; but if the ballots thould again be equal between
two or more perfons, then the election of the governor fhall
be determined by lot, ‘between thole who have equal nom.
bers.

19. Thatwo perfon but a native, above twenty-five years
of age, a refident in this fate above five years next preceding
the elettion, and bavirg in the flate a'freehold in Jands or
tenements, ahove the valoe of | pounds
fierling, fhall be eligible as governor,

zo. That the governor fhall not continue in that office
longer than three years fucceflively, nor be eligible as gover-
nor until the expiration of three years, after he fhall have
been out of that effice, °

e1. That the fenators and delegates, on the fecond Tuef-
day of November 1777, and annually on the fecond Tuelda
ot November for ever thereafter, eleft hy joint ballot, in the
. fame manner as fenators are diredted ta be chofen, five of the
moli fenfible, diicreet, znd experieaced men, abové twenty.
kive years of age, refidents in the ftate above three years next
rre¢uc]ing the eleftion, and having thegein a freehold in

ands or tenements, zhove the value of T
Pounds fterling, to be the council to the governor, whofe
proceedings fhall always be entered on recerd, to any part
whereof any memler may enter his diffent, and their advice,
if {o required by the governor, or any member of the coun-
ci:, fhzll be given in writing, and figned by the members
giving the fame refpeftively ; which proceedings of the coun-
eil fhal be laid berore the fenate, or houle of delegates,
when called for by them. The council may appoint their
own clerk, who fhall tale fuch oath or afirmation of fup-
port and Jidelity to this ftate as this convention or the leg -
Lature thell dire&, and of {ecrecy, in fuch matters as he thall
be direited by the board to keep fecrer.

zz. "That in cafe of refufll, death, refignation, difqualifi-
cation, or .cmoval out of the flate, by any perfon chofen a
me:mber of the council, the members thereof, jmmediately
thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, fhall elefd, by
ballor, ane:her perion, qualified as aforefaid, 1n his Elace.
for the refiduc of the year, z1, 'That
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29.2'That the {enitors 1nd delepatés, immediately on thelr
perual -meeting, and before-they: pi-’bsﬁiéed;f to any" befinefy,
-and every perfon hereafter eledted d Yenathr, ora delegate,
Before he.afls  as fiuch, fhall-take: {uch gath-or affiimation-of
fopportiand fidelity-to this fate as aforefaid-, and before thie
£leftian of the governor, or membets’ of ‘the: coundily’ thall
take.ap oath or afirmation, * to tleft without? tivour,-af-
4« feltion, partiality, ar prejudice, fuck perfon, as goverdor,
¢t er-member of the'councily as they,, in their judpment and
< confcience;’ h:liwq.-'h:ﬂ*quﬂliﬁ-:ﬂ'fq;i_thé-uﬂicc'.g" R
-+ 24.-‘That every governor, fenator, delegate, and member
of the:council,. before he afta:ay fuch,” thall take an odth; or
affirmation,  That he will net receive direltly or indireér
¢ ly, lat any tinre, any part of the profits of any office, held
. by any other perfon during: his alting Is his bffice of go
#¢ yernor, fenator, delepzte. or member of the coundil; or
- ¢4 the profits,»or ahy pare thereof, asifingorany ageney, fir
¢ the {upply of cloathing or provifionsfer the arimy er navy A
- 28..That every chamgellor, judge;-commiflaty’ peneral,
commifianer. of the loan-office, attordey - geficrdl; Therf,
treafurer, naval officen, ‘regiiter of the land office, cierk of
the general and county courts: furveyor; and: anditer of pdb-
lic accounts, befors-he alts ss fuch, fhall:take 22 outh or af-
- firmation. that-he will-not direftly br indireftly reccive any
' foe-tr reward for doinghisofficeof - = 7oL
- but what is or {halk-be:allowed by law, noryill«directly or
indiredtl r receive tie proksaor any part of the profics éfany
. office held-by any other perfon, - -7 ¢ R
26, 'That no {enator, dul:g:le,'--'.nr:_ﬁ'hem'ht-r'u of the cduncil,
thall be capablesof: holdinp suy-office of profit in- this® ftate,
during the time he.Mhallalt as fenator, delegate, or membér
of the couneil 3 nor thall any governor be capable of helding
any. other office.of profitin this ftate; while e aéls as fuch:
.. "That if any fematOr, delegate, or member of the toun-
ci,, tall hiold or-execute ‘any office of profit; or receive di-
refily or indiredtly, at any time, any part of the prokts of
any office exercifed by any other perfon, doring his alting
as fenator, delegate, or member of the eoinctl, *hik feat {huil
be thereupon void, and on cenvifkion, by the ‘vath of two
credible witneflea, he fhail fuffer the punifament for wilful
and. corrupt petjury, or be banithed . this Raté for ‘ever, or
difqualificd for ever from helding any office or place of truft
or profit, as the court may adjudge, " - “ro .
. o8, ‘That if any gowcrmor, changeller, -fodge, l:amnﬁi?ag
- , geocral,.
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peneral, at eral, regiffer of the land ofiice, coma.
Eﬁiuncr of tha nf:]:}ﬁice,',clﬁlrk of the -ﬁunﬂrnl court, or of-
A eounty court, -trealurer, naval officer,. flieriff, .{i urveyor, or
auditor of public accounts, thall receive direftly or tndaredt
Iy, at any time, -the profits or tny part of th¢ profits. of .any
office, exercifad by any other perfon, - during. hm.né’ting-iu.
the’ office towhich he' is. appointed, his elettion, appoints
ment and commffion thall be'void, and on convittion'in &
court of law, by the vath of two credible witneflzs, :he thall
fuffer the punjftunent for wilful .and'eprrept perjury, bebee
nithed. thiy ftate for ever, .o difqualified for cver from hold-
ing any office or place of truft or . prefit,-as the court ‘mity
9. That upon the death, refignation, or removal out ef
this fate of the povernor, the fisfh named of rhe copncil,. for
the Lims being, fhall act as' governdr, and qualify.in: the
fame manner, and fhal! imm iately call a- meeting ‘of tho
goneral aflembly; giving-siot lefs thain fourreen days muvtice
of the meating, at which meecing.# governor hall be . ap-
pointed, in manner aforefzid, for-the refidue-of the year,. .
39. Thatthe povernor for the time being, by and-with,
and not withaut, the advice and confent of the coundil, msy
appoint the chancellor, and-all judges :and juftices, the cam-
miflary generel,. attorney genernl;: regifter of thie land odfice,
tnmmiﬁlg:n:r: of the laan -office, treafurer, naval oflicer:,
facriffs, furveyers, clerks of the'-general court:and .coanty:
courts, and all other civil officers of governmient -(conjtables
and averfeers of the roads only excepted) and !all indhitary
officers, and .may allo fufpend. or remeve any .civil officer
{who has not a commifion duringigoed -behavionr). or any
military officer. - . e P
31. Thatthe commiflary generaly attorney goneml;: judge
of the court of admiralty, clerl of the general conrt,  the
clerka of the county conrts, and the ragifier of -the: ‘land of-
fice, hold their commifiions, during eood behaviour,, re.
movable anly for mifbehaviour, -on conviGion in a-coitnt of
law, or on convition by impeachment, .. . .. |
32. That the fherifts fhall be  appointed annually, and
$hall not be nominated or commiflioned for more than throe
fuccellive years, and having ferved three fucceeding yeam,,
thall be incapable to ferve for thrae yeara from the expira-
tion thersof, ;o ST
33+ That the treafurer, naval officers, and all civil offi-
815, who do not hold commiGions during gnud.-’-b:hwi;uﬁ
_ a
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hall be zppointed znnually, in the third weck of November,
but if any of them fhall be appointed, they may centinue to
aft withoitt any new commiflion or qualificatien. And every
officer, thongh not re-appointed, fhali continue to alt uneil the
perion who Ihall be appointed and commiflioned in his fead
thall be qualified. _

14. That the governor, by and with, and not without,
the advice and confent of the council, may embody the mili-
tia, and when embadied Ball slone have the direftion there-
of, uader the laws of this (tate, and may alone exercile all
sther the executive powers of government, where the con-
currence of the council is mor required, according to the
lawa of this flate, and pgrant reprieves or pardons ior any
crime or offence;, except where the profecution fhall be car-
ried on by the delegates, or the law fhall otherwife direct;
but the governor (hall not, under any pretence, exercife an
power or prerogative, by virtee of any law, ftatute, or cof-
tom: of Englan§ or GGreat-Britain,

35. ‘That the fenate and delegates may adjourn themfelves
reipeftively ; bt if the two hoofes (hould not agree on the
fame time, but adjourn to different dzys, then Guall the go-
vernor appoint and notify one of thofe days or lame day be-
tween, and the affembly fhall then meet and be held accord-
ingly, and he fhall, if neceflary, by advice of the council, call
them before the time to which they fhall in any manner be
adjourned, on giving not lefs than ten days motice therenf,
but the governor fhall not adjourn the aflembly otherwife
than as atorelaid, nor prarogoe ar diflolve it at any time.

36. That the delegates o the Congrefs, or Aflembly ol
the United fates, Thall be chofern annually, or {uperceded
in the menn time, by joint ballot of both houles of allembly,

37. 'That the fenare {hall judge of the elections and gueali-
fication of {enatars,

48, That the houfe of delegates fhall judge of the elefiiont
and qualification of celegates, '

39- That the hocfe ol delegates may originate all money
bille; propafe bills to the (enate or receive thofe offered by
that body, and affert, difignt ar propefe amendments, that
thc?f may enguire, on the oath of witnefes, 1nte all com-
plaints, grievances, and offences, 23 the grand inquelt of
this ftate, and may «emmit any perfon for any crime to the
public jail, there o remain till he be la:lil?r:llargt:gl by duc
courfe of faw; they may impeach offenders for any crime
againfl the law of the land, and may expel any member for

& TroRp
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a great mifdemeansr; they may examine and pals all ac-
couynts of che fate, relating either to the collethion or'ex-
peniditure of the revenue, or appeint awditors to flate and
adjuft the fume; they may call for papers and records, and
fend {or perfons, which they may Judpe receflary, 10 the tﬂurft
of their enquirics, concerning affairs relating to the public
intereft, and may direét all bonds given by officers or perfans
employed in the colleftion or expenditure of public money
to be fued for any breach of duty, '

q0. Flat the {fenate may originate any other, [Cxcept mo-
ney bills, to which their affent or Jffent only fhall be given,
and may receive any ocher hills fram the houf= of delegates,
and aflene, Jlent or propole amendments.

41. That no bill fhall eriginate with the rpavernor, nor
fhatl ne propofe amendments 1o any bill palled by the houls
cf deleprarey and fenate,

4z, That the houfe of delegares may punilh,. by impri-
fonwnent, any perfon who fhall be giiicy of a contempt in
their view, by any diforderly or riotous behaviour, or by
threats to, or abufe of Lheir members, or by an{ obftructicn
to their proceedings ; thev may zifo punifh, by imprifen-
ment, any-perfon who hall be guilty of a breach of privi-
lege, by arrefting on civil procefs, or by aflaulting, any of
their members, during their fitilng, or ¢n their way or re-
turn o the houle of delegates, ﬂrgh}'_anx sflault of, or ob-
freufiion to their ofiicers, in the cxecution of any orders or
precefy, or by affaulring or obltraéting any witnels, or any
ocher perion, attending en, or on their way to or from, the
hoult, or by refcuing any peelon cammitted by the heafe ;
and the fcnate may gxercide the fame power, in fimilar cafes,

43. That there be perfons, learned in
the law, appointed judpes of the ccuri of appeals, whole
jucgment thell be final and conclufive 1n all cafes of appeal,
from the gemeral coort, court of chancery, court ¢l admi-
ruley, and prerogative court: That one perion, learned in
the law, bc appointed chaocellor: That theze perfona,
learned in the law, be appointed jodges of the court, now
calied Lhe provineial coort; and thar the fame copst. be
hrereafier calied and known by the name of 14 general courd.

44. ‘Uhat the Dile of all laws run thes, ¢ Be it enalted
* by the general affembly of Maryland :* That all public
commilivns and grants run thos, < The fate of Maryland
« 190 A B, &ec. greeung,” and fhall bear tcft by the gover-
vor, with the feal of the ftate annexed ; That all wrigs fhall

IL4
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jun i the fame manger, and- bear peft by the clerks of the
feveral courts : That all indi&tments fhall conclude, ©* A-
*¢ painft the peace, povernment and dignity of the ftate,”

45. That this form ef goversment, and the charer of
righrs, and no part thercof, fhall be altered, changed, or
aholifhed, uniefs a bill fo to alter, chanpe, or abolilh the
fame, ﬂ“all pals the lepiflature, and Mhall he cenfirmed by
thr ];Eg1ﬂ:-1tur[: gtter 2 eew ele@ion of delegates, in the firfl
{elion after frch new election.

4. That if any perfon give ary briba, prefent, or reward,
or any promile, or any lecurity for the payment or delivery
of any money, or any other thing, 10 obtain nr PIOCHIe i
vote, Lo be governor, '."Enater, f]egate, mcmber of the
geuncil, or judge, or 1o be appointed to any af the faid ofy
fices, or to anw Uﬁwc of proit ar truit, now creatu‘d ur huere-
after to be created i in this Qiate, the perfan g:vimg, and the
perfon receiviug the fame, on conviflion in a court of law,
fhzl! be for ever difgualificd to held any office of truld or
prefit in this fate.

a7. Tnat overy perfon appoiated B any offce of ]:nm‘it cr
trufl fhail, befors he guters ow the exccution thereof, take
the fullowicg oath ar sthrmabon, o wi, < I, A B, do
¢¢ fwear, or felemnly, fincerely, and truly declare and af-
firm, That I will be true and faithfel o the ftate of Ma-
+e f;land and the government thereof, as by the Conven-
« tion of Maryland elsbliflied ; and that I will, to che -

¢« moft of my power, l’upgnrl maintain and deend the faid
i« frate and government thereof s snd that T will ule my ot
i molt endeavours te difclofe and make kucwn o the go-
 vernor, the council, or fvme one of the. Judges or jollices
of this ftate, fur the Ome being, all trealons and st Aitzrons
con{piracies or attemprs, which 1 Tiail keow to be zgainil
this flate and the govercment thercof; ava I Jdo declire,
that the king of Great-Britain, and no otker kirg, prince.
cr ftate, hath or gught 10 dave any paner; Juriidiction,
fuperiority or zut"mn.u. wizhin thia ltaze.’

48. That'the poverncr thaii be impeachable by the honle
of delegares, when out of office, for any flagrant breach of
duty in the adminillration of his cffice, by which the Rate.
might have been endangered 5 and all ather grear and dun-,
gecous offenders againit the laws, (hall alfc be impeachable
- by the delegazes, and fazh 1n|pe.=rhn1fn'|: may e pmfnm ted
by the attarney general, or fuch other pcrmn or perfons as
the hnuu: TRay appoint, n A coart to be compeléd of che

judzes
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judges of the court of appeals, the chancellor, and the judgea
of the peneral court, or fome {even of them, which coure
fiall be callad the court of impeachments; and if found]
guilty by any five of the faid judpges, he or they fhall be ei-
ther for ever, or a limiled time, difabled to hold 2ny office
under government, or banithed this itate, er fubject to fuch
pains vr penalties as the law thall diredt,

4q. That if the chancetlor, or any judge of the court off
appeals, or general caurt, ihall, By <olour of his office, cor
ruptly nﬂﬁ:ni againft the law of the land, the howfe of dele-
gated may, in like manner, impeach the chanczllor er judge
fo offending, in the faid court of impeachments.; and he of
they, if found puilty by any five of the fzid judges, fhall bej
punifhed in the fame manner an is prefcribed 10 the preceding

clavle, _ _ :
sa. That the council &zl have power to make the grea

feal of this flate, which thall be kept by the chancellor fog
the time being. .
¢a. That all efcheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretony
fore going to the king or the proprictary, (Hall gn to th
ftate, {ave only {uch as the legillature may abolith, or othe
wile provide tor. .
g2. That to introduce this government this Convention)
fuall eledt a governor and the counail nrder the fame oatl
prefcribed for their cledtion herzafer ; who fhal! continue ind
office whtil 2 new appotntment thall be made 1n 1777, as ay
forelard. ' :
3. That no perfon, who refufed or negledted to fubferih
the allociation {unleds from rcligions principles) on or before
the eleventh day of April laft, fhall at any time hereafter bel
qualified to held any odice of proft or truft in this fate, -
54. That the election for the firlt houfe of delegares fhaly
be held on the firft Monday in November next, in the fame
manner as above direfted; thar the eleftian of the cleftorsd
uf the firt ferate thall be held on the firlt Monday in Odober]
next agrezable to the directions aforelaid, and the eletlors of;
the fenate fiall meet and chufe the fenate in the mode above
prefcribed, on the third Monday in Oflober next, and theg
fuid houle of delegates {hall act as fuch uatil the firlk Mo
day in Ofteber, 1779, and the faid fenate fhali aft as fuen,
unti! the firlt Monday 1n September, 1783,

N.B. It isfprﬂpuﬁ:d that the generel court fhall fet on tht_
eaftern-fhore for tranfating the %uﬁnefs of that [hore. A





