Tht DECLAR&TI{JN and GHARTER of RI(‘HTS !
THE pariiament "of Great-Britain, hyadﬂﬁlﬂramr}r a«f’c having nﬂ'um:d

# tight to make laws to bind the colanies in all cafes whatloever, and in

putfuance of | fuch claim endeavoured by faree of zrms to jubjugare the
Umt:d Colonies to an uncenditional fubmiffien to their will and power;, and hav-
ihg at length copfirained them to.crett th:mitl?:s mtr_‘r mdcpcndcnt {tates, and 1o
affume new forms of government ; A ITS
. W E, thes :::I':::urf:, the delegates of Mawland, in f'rm: and full Cﬂnw:ntmn aﬂ’em-
bled, tzking into our moft ferious confidefation the beft means of cftablifhing a
gnnd conftitution in this flate, ﬁ:rr the farer fnundatmhi and more pﬂrmantnt e~

curity thereof ;. deciare, -, - - e v
. That al} gnvtrnmcnt of rig ht angmatts from the tﬂple, 15 fnunclcd in cnm-
‘padd ooly, and ihiftititted folely . fEIl' the good- of ¢thé whole.”  « -+« -

z. That ,'E’ﬂl'-'l‘*liﬂlE entryfted with the legillative and executive powers dre the truf-
‘tees and {ervants of the public, and as fuch. =ccuunmule. for their copdiset's where-
fore whenever the ends of government are pérverted, ‘and public lberty-: .manifeftly
endangered by the lepiflative.fingly; or & treacherous -combination of both thofe
powers, the Penplu may, and of right ought, to -eftsblith & new, or reform the -
old - government : pallive. shedience .is -only due to she laws of God, -and to the

laws of the land ; the doctrine of non-reliftarioe againft ~arbitrary power; ant op=
preﬁm, is abfurd, flavifh, and deftruttive of the good. and‘happinefs. of mankind,

. That the right in the P:c:-ple to. participite in the logiflature is the foundatior
of llhﬂrt}", and of all free goverment ; for this purpale, elettions ought to beifreg;
and freqoent, made- vz Toce,’ wnhﬂut treating. or I::nrll:l-l:ry, and gvery man having
inficient evidence of a permanent common intereft- Wn]:[ dnd attac m::m: 't tid
€ommunity, - ought to have aright of fuffrape; - : .

. 4« That tha legiflative, jodicial, and.executive ]jt:-wers of. guvernmem nught tn
be for ever feparate, diftin@ from, und. independent of each otifer.

.§. That ne power of fulpending. laws, or the exccation of laws, onlefs. by thﬁ
lcglﬂaturc, ought ta be exercifed orallowed. ... 7. . :

6. That freedam of fpeech; and: d:bat:a, ar rm::'ﬂ:dmgs, n- th¢ legiﬂatnra,
-nught not to be :mpcachcd 0 queftmnﬂd i any m]})u:r place.s- -y -

7- That a place for the mecting of the legiflature ught: to. be fixed, thﬂ mnft
r.:nnw:me:nt to the members therenf, and ta the dEpDﬁtﬂF}f of the puhhc yecords,
and the legiflature r.::ught not to J:u: convencd and h-ld at an} -::t.hcr placs: hiat from
cﬂdent neceflity,” . - CroL A . :
. 8. That for redrcfs of - all gnevances, am:l fﬂr the *amcndmg, ﬂrﬁngthﬂnmg a.nd

preferving of the laws, the legifiature ought to bt frcgntlf ccnvencd,

g.. That evory man hath- a right to pétition: tlle glﬂatﬂrﬂ for the redref; 'Df
E,ﬂﬁmt-:n; ihi. a goaccdbic and ordozly :.nn.nn{:i"" -4 "'J"' ¥

.. 19, ‘That no aid, charge) ta%, bhurthen; fm, or fech, gu'.ght to beé fet or l-wa:,d
on an}r retence whatever, without the cﬂni’cnt ¢f the legiflature, -+ . ¢+ -

. 1t. That every perfonin the ftzte cught to contribute his Prnnurtmn of - pu bhc
taxes for the fuppﬂrt of government, accnrdmg to his atﬁual weith in real ar per-
fonal eftate ;. that the levying taxes by the poll ds. grlﬂmus and npprnﬁi?e, anii
ought to be.abolifhed ; that-panper eftates not cxceeding th‘irty Pnunds currenc}r
ought not:to be affefied for the fupport of govérnment. -

. 12, ‘Fhat fanguinary Jaws ﬂﬂght to be dvoided as fir a¢ is nﬂnﬁﬂcn’t wuh tht:
fafel:j' of the ftate, -+ -

13.. That retrolpe&ive Laws, pumﬂﬂ’n fﬂ&a cdmmittmi btﬁ:-rr: the l:zuﬂ:enw of .
fm:h Jaws, .and by them: onty declared to be criminzl, are. opprefive; un]uﬂ: andf
lnmmpatlb]: with Liberty # therefore no ax ;i!uy'? faSs ]air otight to be marde.. .

1- 14, . That no law to attaint partievlar ptrfpns -of treafon or felony, no law: E’r:r i~
fi& unufual pains and penalties; wiknown to th: common law, &ught to be made’
in any cafe, or af eny-fime hgreaffer.. &. .

. 15. That'the people of thm ftite’ oupht to. ha'-re rt]:n: {ulc anﬂ cxcluﬁ#: nght of
regulating the.intecnal government and police therzofl:

16. That the inhabitants-of Maryland are cntitled to the enmmon ]aw of Eng.

land, and o the tris) by jucy, acqording to thg cour(e of thet law, and to the he-
nefit of fuch of the Englift Ratutes, as. €xiffed It the time of their firft emigra--

tion, and. which by experience liave bésn - fodnd applicable te their localy and
other circumances, and of fuch others as have been ﬁnce introduced, ufed, and
praciiled by the courts of law, or equity; and slfo to all acis of aliembly .in fl:m:“
pricr 1o the fir{t of June fcvcntr::n hundred and ir:vcntynfc:-ur except [uch as have
been, or may be altered by atts AF Eunvtntmn, or this charter of nights: and to
alf property derived from, or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the
firft.to Cxciling Calvert barcn of Baltimore,

17. That every freentan for every injury dene to hmi i his gm::lds I.mds, or
perfon, by any other perfon, clght to have remcy by the cuurle of the law of
the land. and ought tn hnun jultics and righs -Fer the injury done 1o him, freely
without fule, fully withdut "any denial,” and {pecdily without dehay, arcording to
the law of the land.

$B, That the trisl of fults where they arile is one of thie greattﬁ fecusitics of
the lives, libertics, snd eftate of the pcupim |

1p. Tha ia 4l tIPuﬂ of crimindd profepations, ¢very man hath a right fo ba
informeed of the scculitivn ageiall him, to wilowed counlel, to be coaftonted
with the sdculern, or witnelfor, o examine evi + on oath 1n his favour, and o
" tridl by oo ilpurtial Jury, without w uanimous coolemt he ought
»ot o b foend guilty. .

n

"%.r_ ; Jame -.--‘-.w::..:___.--._..—_.-.r A



25, That no man in the coorts of common law onght ¢o be compelled to give
evidence againft himleif. ' - : )
2:. That po freeman ought to be taken, or imprifoned, or diflcifed of his fres
holid, liberties, or privileges, or ontlawed, or exiled, or in any mznner defteayed,
or deprived of his life, Liberty; of ‘propercy, but- by the lawful judgment af his

Ppecrs, or by the Jaw pf the land. _

=4

" zz. That exccflivg bait cught not to be required, por exceflive fincs ithpofed;

"

nor cruel or unufnal punithments ipflicted. . .
23, Thar sl warrauts, without cath, to f:arch.fufpe&éd_ﬁlaces'. or 1o feize any
perion, or his property, are grievons and appreflive; and 2 ggﬁﬁ&ralx warrants o
fearch [ufpe@ed places, or to apprchend all perfons fulpected, without namiog of
defcribing the place, or any perion in fpeeial, are illegal, 2pd cught not to be
granted. . . . .
s 22. ‘That there ought not to be = forfeiture of any p;f'l: of the citate of convited'
and attainted perfons except for murder or high trezion againit the fate, . ..
25, That'a well regulated militia is the proper; natural and iafe defence of '3

. free government,

‘26, That ftanding armise are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be railed;
cor kept up without conlent of the ltgiﬂamrﬂ. L

27. Thatin all caies and dt all times the military aught to be. ander ffrict fub-
ordination te, and contraul of the IEi‘.‘il poWLT. .

28, That no foldiec ought to be quartered 1h &0¥ houle in time of peace, without
the confent of the awner ; aind in time of wat in fach manper only as the legiflas
ture {hall diret. o T .

29. ‘That no .Pﬂr:[-ﬂn -.Exﬂl:j}t fﬂl_di:l‘hﬁj -Hl‘:'l[]ﬂﬂtill or marines in the {ﬂ?iﬂ:ﬂ{' this
ftate, cught in any cale'te be fubjedt to, or Puﬂiﬂlﬂhh by ma:_'t_ial lawe,

s0: That the independency and uprightnefs of judges are effential to the impar-
tial adminifiration of juftice, and a great frcurity to the rights and liberties of the
people s therefore the chancelldr and all judges and juftices onght to hold com-
mifhions during gund behaviouk: removable unl}r fl]I‘ miﬂn.chaﬁﬂurpﬂl gotviction il
a court of law, on convi®tion by ithpeachment, or by a vote of the legiflature.

a1. That a long continuance in offices of trult or profit is dapgeroas to fiberty,

‘a rotation tharefote io office is one of the beft fecuriries of permanent freddom s
that falaries Tiberal, but nat profofe, ought to. be fecured to'the chancellor and
the jizdges, during the continuance of their commifiions, snd reafonable {alaries,
or fees, allowed to the officers. , N

32, That no perfen holding 4 place of profit, er receiving any pare of the profits
fhEFEO},--Dr_EEﬂEEIDEd i1 AFMY, Davy, Of other government contracts, or emp]ny:d

Ak |

. in the execative des==—-" "~ ‘ernment, or in the regular land fervice, or
marine, of this, or 'a minar, or au alien, ought to have a feat
-23. That ng per ¢ the [arfic tike more than oae office .of pro-
fit, oor ought any - to receive any gratuitys prefent; or emio.

lutnent, from any foreign prince, of itate, or from the United States, or any of them,

34. That the rights of conlcizuce are facred, and all perfons profefling tha -
Chriftian religion ought for ever Lo enjoy equal righté and privileges in this ftate,

- 35, That no perfon onght io be by any law molafted in bis perfon or eftate for
his religious perfuafion, profeflion, or praftice, nor compelled to frequent or main-
taim, or comtribute, unlels on contraft, 1o mRInCain &y rehgicus worthip, place
of worthip, ut miniflry, provided that fuch of the prefent clergy ot the church of
England, who have remained ia their purithes, and . performed their doty, and
fhall continue fo to do, be entitleg to receive daring their lives the provifion and
fupport effablithed by an act of aflembly paffed at a feflion of affembly, begun and
heid at the city of Annapolia the 16th of November, 1777, entitled, < An act for
the fupport of the clergy of the church of. England in this province,” lubje@ ne-
verthelefs to fuch rules and rcgula:tinnﬁ as Thall be hereafter made by the legiflature.

46. That no perfon conlcidatieufly ferupulaus of taking: an oath ought to be
ohliged by any law to take au vath in order ta be admitted into office, and in all
civil cafes fixch perfons vught to be permiticd to weke an afirpsation, |

27, Thet no other oath, affrmation, te¥ or guaiification. onght to be required
on ademificnsto any ofice bf BEfor profif, thin” ich oath 82 "atirmatiad st fup-
port and fidelity o this. ftate as (halk e preferibed by.this. Coavention, aad {uch
aath of office as (hall be diredted by law, and a declaration of a belief in tha
Chriftian religion, L : - o o

38, . That the city of Aoaapolid cught to have all its rights, privileges, and be-
nehts, agrecable to.its cliarter and the adts of affembly, - . |

39. That the liberty of the prafs ought to be inviolably. preferved.

40. That monopelies in trade are odiens, contrdty to the pirit of a free govern~
ment, and the principles of commerce, and cught not fo be fuffered :

‘ax. That no perfon herealper imported nto. this {tate from Africa, or any pare
af the Britifh dominions veghttoke-held-ia- ﬂmlﬂr-}mndg%mmicumlﬂhugv;n
and that no negro or mulatto flave ought to be brought into this flate for fale
from apy part of the world. | L

42. That no ttle of pobility cught to be granted in this flate, .

43, That the refolves and procecdings of this and the feveral Conventions held
for this colony ought to centinue and be in force ar laws, unlels aitered By this
Convention, or the legiflature of this Qate. - o ) |

44. That the form of government to’ be eftablithed by this Canvention eught
not to be altzred, changed or abolithed, bug in focli maonel as this Conveation
fhall Er:fcrmc and diredt, . | _

. . Proted for the confideration of the members,



